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Abstract 

Purpose:  The purpose of this study is to revise an existing clinical reasoning grading rubric 

assessing the reasoning skills of doctoral physical therapy students. The original rubric was 

developed during a previous study funded by the Creighton University Office for Academic 

Excellence and Assessment. The grading rubric has potential use in the didactic and clinical 

education components of physical therapy programs as well as other health professions. Method: 

Feedback from content experts as well as focus group and survey responses from faculty and clinical 

instructors administering the rubric will guide revisions to improve the grading rubric. Participants 

(faculty and clinical instructors) will be recruited utilizing a sample of convenience at three or more 

institutions incorporating a variety of practice settings. Results: Findings from this study will 

provide faculty and clinical instructors with a useful mechanism to assess reasoning skills and 

provide feedback to improve student performance in physical therapy examination skills and patient 

management. Implications: Utilization of the grading rubric will provide students, faculty, and 

clinical instructors with an objective assessment of an essential physical therapy skill set. This 

instrument will be piloted with physical therapy students; however it may be applicable to other 

health professions when assessing clinical reasoning skills.  

 

Project Investigators: 

Jennifer A. Furze PT, DPT, PCS,  Principal Investigator, Assistant Professor, Department 

of Physical Therapy, Faculty Associate, Office of Interprofessional Scholarship, Service and 

Education, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, Boyne 113D, Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska, 68718, jfurze@creighton.edu, 402/280-4835; fax: 402/280-5692 

Lisa L. Black PT, DPT, Associate Professor and Director of Clinical Education, Department 

of Physical Therapy, Faculty Associate, Office of Interprofessional Scholarship, Service and 

Education, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, Boyne 114E, Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska, 68178, lisablack@creighton.edu, 402/280-5638; fax: 402/280-5692 

 

Teresa M. Cochran PT, DPT, GCS, MA, Associate Professor & Vice Chair, Department of 

Physical Therapy, Director, Office of Interprofessional Scholarship, Service and Education, 

School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, Creighton University, Boyne 114D, Omaha, 

Nebraska, 68178, tcochran@creighton.edu, 402/280-4581; fax: 402/280-5692 

 

Julie E. Hoffman, PT, DPT, CCS , Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Therapy, 

Boyne Building 114F; jekstrum@creighton.edu, 402/280-5956; fax: 402/280-5692 

 

Gail M. Jensen, PT, PhD, FAPTA, Dean, Graduate School and University College, Associate 

Vice-President for Academic Affairs; Professor, Department of Physical Therapy, School of 

Pharmacy and Health Professions, Eppley Building, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 

68178, Gjensen@creighton.edu, 402/280-3727; fax: 402/280-5692 
 

mailto:jfurze@creighton.edu
mailto:lisablack@creighton.edu
mailto:tcochran@creighton.edu
mailto:jekstrum@creighton.edu
mailto:Gjensen@creighton.edu

