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This issue of “News from Institutional Research” reviews characteristics and views among the 2008 entering freshmen
at Creighton, other Jesuit institutions!, high-select private universities? and high-select Catholic colleges®. This issue is
intended to show the similarities and differences among these students, all of whom are attending first-rate four year
institutions.

2008 Entering Freshmen Comparisons

Demographic Information

Compared to freshmen at other Jesuit and private institutions, Creighton students are more likely to be Caucasian and
Roman Catholic and come from two-parent families. The parents of Creighton freshmen are more likely to have college
degrees than freshmen at other Jesuit and Catholic colleges. Creighton freshmen estimate a lower parental income and
a higher reliance on loans than their Jesuit or private school peers.

Creighton Jesuit Peers  Private Univ.  Catholic Colleges
Number of freshmen 864 10,760 13,840 13,210
Caucasian 83% 7% 76% 87%
Student religious preference: Roman Catholic 57% 53% 31% 59%
Mother: College degree or higher 70% 65% 2% 60%
Father: College degree or higher 68% 67% 73% 60%
Both parents alive and living together 82% 77% 79% 78%
Parental estimated combined income $150,000+  27% 32% 36% 25%
Family contributing $10,000+ toward 1st yr expenses 49% 54% 60% 45%
Loans contributing $6,000+ toward 1st yr expenses  36% 26% 26% 30%

Academic Background

Compared to freshmen at the other institutions, Creighton students studied more in high school and received higher
grades. Higher percentages of Creighton students were accepted by their first choice institution and report they are at-
tending their first choice institution than are their peers. Higher percentages of Creighton freshmen also reported tutor-
ing, revising papers to improve writing skills and seeking feedback on their academic work.

Creighton Jesuit Peers  Private Univ.  Catholic Colleges

A+ or A High School average grade 39% 29% 34% 22%
A— High School average grade 31% 33% 35% 29%

Total “A” High School Average Grade 70% 62% 69% 51%
B+ High School average grade 19% 22% 20% 24%

Total B+ or better Average Grade 89% 84% 89% 75%
Studied/homework 11+ hrs per week in H.S. 38% 30% 28% 21%
Accepted by my first choice college 85% 72% 69% 79%
This is my first choice college 1% 58% 58% 62%
Do not plan to get any degrees beyond my B.A. 12% 14% 14% 20%
Tutored another student senior year of high school 70% 65% 66% 55%
Frequently revised papers to improve my writing 68% 58% 53% 52%
Frequently seek feedback on my academic work 60% 55% 53% 50%

110,760 freshman from Boston College, Canisius, Fairfield, Fordham, Gonzaga, John Carroll, LeMoyne, Loyola Chicago, Loyola
Marymount, Loyola New Orleans, Saint Peter’s, Santa Clara, Seattle, Spring Hill and Wheeling Jesuit.

213,840 freshmen from American, Baylor, Fordham, Northeastern, Rensselaer Polytechnic, Santa Clara, Tulane, U of Miami and U
of Rochester.

313,210 freshmen from institutions including Assumption, Benedictine (KS), Christian Brothers, College of St. Catherine,
Emmanuel, Gannon, Gonzaga, LeMoyne, Providence, Saint Norbert, Seattle and Stonehill.
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Reasons for Selecting Particular Institutions

As seen below, much higher percentages of Creighton freshmen indicated academic reputation and potential jobs after
graduation were “very important” reasons for selecting Creighton than for their peers attending the other types of institu-
tions. While a higher percentage of Creighton freshmen also reported that financial assistance and cost were “very im-
portant” reasons compared to incoming students at other Jesuit institutions and private universities, their response on
both items was similar to those freshmen attending high-select Catholic colleges. A higher percentage of Creighton
freshmen reported that religious affiliation was a “very important” reason than for freshmen at the other institutions.

Creighton Jesuit Peers  Private Univ.  Catholic Colleges
This college has a very good academic reputation  88% 77% 77% 72%
Graduates get good jobs 75% 64% 67% 61%
Graduates gain admission to top grad/prof schools 66% 64% 48% 61%
| was offered financial assistance 65% 54% 53% 61%
| wanted to go to a school about this size 55% 51% 44% 56%
The cost of attending this college 35% 30% 27% 33%
| was attracted by the religious affiliation 26% 19% 14% 19%

Political Views

As has been noted in previous issues, Creighton attracts a more politically conservative student than the other institu-
tions. Creighton freshmen are less likely to agree that abortion and marijuana should be legalized and that same sex
couples should have the right to legal marital status than their peers. Conversely, Creighton freshmen are more likely to
agree that colleges have the right to ban extreme speakers, to think there is too much concern for the rights of criminals
and to favor laws prohibiting homosexual relationships.
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Creighton Peers Univ. Colleges
Political views: far right/conservative 31% 21% 22% 25%
Political views: middle-of-the-road 43% 40% 37% 43%
Political views: far left/liberal 27% 40% 41% 32%
Abortion should be legal 47% 60% 66% 54%
Marijuana should be legalized 28% 42% 44% 41%
Same—sex couples should have legal marital status 65% 74% 72% 67%
Colleges have the right to ban extreme speakers 52% 40% 42% 44%
There is too much concern for the rights of criminals 66% 53% 53% 58%
There should be laws prohibiting homosexual relationships  24% 16% 19% 22%

NEWS FROM INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH IS INTENDED FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY. COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS SHOULD BE
DIRECTED TO STEPHANIE WERNIG, PH.D., 280-1164, Wernig@creighton.edu.
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