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This issue of News from Institutional Research presents a comparison of Freshman Survey data from 1998 and 2008 entering
freshman classes at Creighton. In the fall of 1998, 718 freshmen participated in the study, 90% of the entering class. In the fall of
2008, 864 freshmen participated in the study, 88% of the entering class. Independent-Sample T Tests were used to determine
statistically significant differences between the two classes.

Changes in Freshmen: Freshman Survey Data 1998 & 2008

General Overview

(Independent-Samples T Tests showed statistically significant differences between the 1998 and 2008 freshmen on the items below.
However, because the mean scores on the variables do not contribute to understanding the changes taking place, percentages have
been used.)

Less than 25% of the freshmen surveyed in 2008 (compared to slightly under one-third in 1998) reported their home was within
50 miles of Creighton. The 2008 freshmen reported higher grades in high school and applied to more colleges than did the
1998 freshmen. Unfortunately, Creighton was significantly less likely to be their first choice institution in 2008 than in 1998.
While the father’s educational level remained consistent with 1998 levels (approximately 70% have a Bachelor’s degree or
higher), the educational attainment of the mothers now equals that of their spouses.

2008 1998 Significance
Home is within 50 miles of Creighton 24% Vv 32% .001
Had at “B+” or higher grade average in high school 89% A 81% .000
Applied to four colleges or more 46% A 33% .000
Creighton is my first choice 1% Vv 77% .031
Mother has a Bachelor’s degree or higher 70% A 64% .001

High School Activities

Freshmen were asked to indicate their level of participation in various activities in high school using a three point scale
(1=never, 2=occasionally, 3=frequently). The 2008 entering freshmen were significantly more likely to have tutored another
student, studied with other students and participated in volunteer work than their 1998 peers. The 2008 entering freshmen
were significantly less likely to have felt bored in class, drunk alcohol or felt depressed.

2008 1998 Significance
Performed volunteer work 2.46 A 2.26 .000
Studied with other students 2.39 A 2.29 .001
Bored in class 217 Vv 2.30 .000
Tutored another student 1.87 A 1.76 .001
Felt depressed 153 Vv 1.76 .000
Drank wine or liquor 130 v 1.62 .000
Drank beer 126 vV 1.62 .000

Self-Perception Ratings

Freshmen were asked to rate themselves compared to the average person their age using a five point scale (1=lowest 10%,
2=below average, 3=average, 4=above average, 5=highest 10%).The 2008 freshmen are significantly more confident of their
abilities as compared to their peers in 1998.

2008 1998 Significance
Drive to achieve 434 A 4.08 .000
Academic ability 419 A 4.01 .000
Cooperativeness 413 A 3.94 .000
Leadership ability 4.06 A 3.78 .000
Understanding of others 3.99 A 3.84 .002
Self-understanding 3.85 A 3.74 .000
Mathematic ability 3.71 A 3.48 .000
Creativity 3.70 A 3.50 .000
Writing ability 3.65 A 3.52 .002
Public speaking ability 3.53 A 3.35 .000
Popularity 3.49 A 3.36 .001

Avrtistic ability 3.04 A 2.87 .001
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Political Opinions

Although there was not a significant difference in the number of students labeling themselves as liberal or conservative, over
the years there has been a shift to the left in opinions held by the freshman class. On a scale from one to five (1=strongly dis-
agree, 2=disagree, 3=neutral, 4=agree, 5=strongly agree), the freshman class of 1998 overall held more conservative opinions
than does the class of 2008, however on the issue of how much concern there is in the courts for criminals, the 1998 class was
more liberal.

2008 1998 Significance
Same-sex couples should be able to get married 282 A 2.41 .000
There is too much concern for criminal rights in the courts 270V 2.83 .001
Death penalty should be abolished 245 A 213 .000
Abortion should be legal 229 A 2.08 .000
Marijuana should be legalized 1.95 A 1.81 .004
There should be laws prohibiting homosexual relations 185V 2.00 .002

High School Schedules

Students were asked to estimate the number of hours per week they spent doing the following, using an eight point scale
(1=none, 2=less than one hour, 3=1-2 hours, 4=3-5 hours, 5=6-10 hours, 6=11-15 hours, 7=16-20 hours, 8=20+ hours). The
2008 freshmen showed more dedication to school life and less to social life. They spent more time studying and less time
partying, more time volunteering and with student groups and less time working for pay.

2008 1998 Significance
Socializing with friends 534V 5.74 .000
Homework/Studying 511 A 4.76 .000
Working for pay 402V 4.39 .004
Student clubs/groups 3.64 A 3.32 .000
Volunteer work 3.21 A 2.76 .000
Partying 256 Vv 3.53 .000

Anticipated Activities
Freshmen were asked to estimate the chances they will either participate in an event or accomplish a task using a four point
scale (1=no chance, 2=very little chance, 3=some chance, 4=very good chance).

2008 1998 Significance
Get a “B” average 3.85 A 3.59 .000
Be satisfied with college experience 3.76 A 3.52 .000
Participate in volunteer/community service work 3.53 A 3.26 .000
Get a job for college finances 3.45 A 2.95 .000
Join a fraternity/sorority 253V 2.67 .005
Work full-time in college 1.98 A 1.65 .000

Goals and Objectives
Students were asked to rank the importance of a variety of goals using a four point scale (1=not important, 2=somewhat impor-

tant, 3=very important, 4=essential). As can be seen, student goals in 2008 are significantly different than 1998. Freshmen in
2008 are more concerned with family, assisting others, the country, its policies and the environment around them than their
1998 peers.

2008 1998 Significance
Raise a family 3.34 A 3.16 .000
Help others in difficulty 3.21 A 2.98 .000
Develop a meaningful philosophy of life 273 A 2.46 .000
Influence social values 2.57 A 2.32 .000
Become a community leader 2.54 A 2.37 .000
Keep up to date with politics 252 A 2.20 .000
Participate in a community action program 246 A 213 .000
Promote racial understanding 241 A 219 .000
Join a program to help clean up the environment 2.19 A 1.94 .000

Influence the political structure 191 A 1.78 .002
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Changes in Financial Aid 1998 to 2007

Financial Aid
Total financial aid from all sources (federal, state, private and Creighton) distributed to traditional undergraduates (Arts and
Sciences, Business and Nursing) grew from $33,738,051 in 1998 to $82,169,807 in 2007.

The two largest single sources of financial aid funds to undergraduate students were Creighton-funded: scholarships and re-
missions and loans, both federal and private. Below one can see the growth of Creighton-funded scholarships and remissions
to traditional undergraduates from $12.5 million in 1998 to $40 million in 2007.
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In this same time period, federal loans to traditional undergraduate students almost doubled from $9.6 million in 1998 to
$18.2 million in 2007. Private loans have almost quadrupled, rising from $3.7 million in 1998 to $11.5 million in 2007.

Traditional Undergraduate Students 1998 2007 Increase
Average Creighton-funded scholarship/remission $3,895 $5,789 48%
Average federal loan $3,068 $4,277 39%
Average private loan $7,723 $13,075 69%

The number of Pell grant recipients (high need students) grew 31% in this same time period from 471 in 1998 to 618 in 2007.
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Federal dollars received by these students in the form of grants grew from $760,000 in 1998 to over $1.7 million in 2007, one
hundred twenty-seven percent.

! Funded from tuition-revenues

NEWS FROM INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH IS INTENDED FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY. COMMENTS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO
STEPHANIE WERNIG, PH.D., 280-1164, wernig(@creighton.edu. Donald Eric Schultz ‘09 assisted with the research for this issue.
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