Midwest Consortium Research Proposal Rubric
2007 – 2009

This research rubric represents a standardized scoring tool that shall be applied objectively to all incoming institutional research proposals when applicants apply for Consortium funds.  The tool will help to map the existence of key criteria needed in any proposal received by the Consortium to ensure qualitative assessment standards. 

Institution: _____________________________________________________________ 

	No.
	Criterion
	Level

	1
	Proposal champions the cause of service-learning with ample attention given to the campus/community partnership. 
	

	2
	Proposal makes clear connections to one or several of the Midwest Consortium’s focus areas. 
	

	3
	Proposal demonstrates a thorough qualitative superiority including ample description of effective recording, compilation and assessment of data
	

	4
	Proposal includes detailed dissemination methods including conference presentation and/or publication.
	

	5
	Proposal possesses a detailed itemized budget, including budget sheet and any institution cost-match.  All items must be listed under the allowable expenses section of the Research Sub-Grant RFP.
	

	6
	Proposal demonstrates a superior organizational structure including breakdown of hypothesis, methodology, proposal and budget narratives, inclusion of title page, letters of institutional support etc. 
	

	7
	Proposal can be reproduced by other Consortium institutions with obvious allowance for institutional characteristics such as location, scale, and institutional resource allocation.
	


Criterion Level Key:

1 = Does not meet requirement

2 = Barely meets requirement

3 = Partially meets requirement

4 = Satisfactorily meets requirement

5 = Exceeds requirement

TOTAL SCORE ______
SCORED BY:  ______________________________________DATE:_______________
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Research Sub-grant Proposal Guidelines 

Research Topics/Questions: 

The key goals of the Learn & Serve grant to the Consortium are: grow service-learning to increase the educational outcomes of youth in disadvantaged circumstances. The Consortium has particular interest in funding research subgrants about service-learning as an intervention for at-risk youth.  Topics could include:

· Impact on youth attitudes toward school or school connectedness

· Intentions to pursue postsecondary education

· Avoidance of risky behaviors

· Development of specific social/civic skills or behaviors

· Impact on specific academic outcomes or learning objectives

· Similar questions regarding the impact of service-learning on college-level students.
Eligible Applications:

The Consortium plans to award research sub grants totaling $35,000. Eligible applicants for these sub grants will be faculty and staff from recognized Consortium member institutions. Students and Community Members who have research proposals should work with a faculty or staff member to submit an application.  Individuals or individual institutions submitting research sub grants may qualify for awards up to $15,000. Collaborative research between Consortium institutions is encouraged. Research teams from different institutions may apply for grants up to $35,000.

Proposal Content Guidelines:

Each Proposal should include a Title Page, abstract, proposal narrative, timeline, budget form and budget narrative. 

Title Page (form attached)

Abstract: One page, double-spaced. Provide a brief summary describing the research to be conducted. 

Proposal Narrative: 


(Follow the outline below.)

a. Introduction

b. Research Focus/Question

c. Brief Literature Review

d. Hypothesis (if applicable)

e. Methodology

f. Dissemination Plan

All sub grant recipients will be expected to present their findings to the MCSLHE.

Attach relevant research documents: Instruments, surveys, maps, etc. 

Timeline for the Research Project: This research must be completed by December 31, 2009.    

Budget Narrative, Matching Funds, and Form: Complete the required budget form (attached) and provide narrative explaining each cost clearly.  Grant funds may be used for the following:

Allowable Expenses: 

· Operational costs;

· Graduate assistant allowances (stipends, tuition fees, etc.);

· Faculty salary;

· Student stipends in particular cases (please call Consortium office for details);

· Consultant fees (please check with Consortium director for further details);

· Conference fees (registration);

· Travel monies (for mentoring, workshop delivery, conferences, Consortium meetings and events);

· Supplies (see budget guidelines);

· Award costs;

· Mini-grants;

· Costs to conduct intergenerational dialogues;
· Costs for agency outreach;

· Costs for program evaluation.

Non-fundable Expenses/Activities - CNCS funds may not be used to:
· Provide for international travel;

· provide religious instruction, conduct worship services, or engage in any form of proselytizing; 

· assist, promote, or deter union organizing;

· finance any activity designed to influence the outcome of an election or influence a particular piece of legislation or participate in, or endorse events or activities which are likely to include advocacy for or against political parties, political platforms, political candidates, proposed legislation, or elected officials.
Each grant requested must have at least a 100% in-kind or cash match from the applicant’s institution(s). In-kind match may include time and effort of the faculty member, i.e. salary and benefits, expenses incurred in developing the project, any costs incurred by the institution in assisting the faculty member.  Indirect costs (which include administrative costs, office space, equipment use, etc.) are also allowable toward the match as defined by the federally negotiated indirect cost rate for the institution. A brief (no more than one-half page) explanation of the sources of matching funds should be included in the budget narrative.

Project implementation should commence upon award notification (May 1, 2009). The completion date is negotiable and should be determined by the proposed research but not later than. Grantees will be required to submit a progress report by July 1, 2009 to summarize accomplishments made toward initiation of the research .  A report, interim or final, must be submitted by January 15, 2010. Timelines and directions regarding reports will be provided after award notification. Funded investigators are required to have Internet e-mail and report capability.
Letter of Acknowledgement and Support: If possible, include a letter(s) of support from your campus president, chancellor, academic dean or department chair. 

Awards and Administration:

Grants that do not follow the guidelines will not be reviewed. Questions may be addressed to your Consortium representative or to the staff at the Midwest Consortium for Service-Learning at 402/472-9638 or email gheusel@unlnotes.unl.edu.
Compliance with institutional HSIRB (human subjects internal review board) policies and procedures are expected. Grantees will be required to submit HSIRB research approval before final award letters will be issued.     

All proposals must be coordinated through the Consortium representative of the institution. Sub grant review panels will fully consider all applications and recommend proposals for funding based on the criteria identified in these guidelines. Written notification will be made to each applicant.  Sub grant awards, administered by the Consortium member institution, include financial accounting and records, maintained on behalf of the faculty member receiving the award. Member institutions will be held accountable for the recipient’s compliance with the grant applications.

Submission Procedures: 
Following a review by the Consortium representative on your campus, proposals are to be submitted as follows: Grant proposals must be postmarked by April 1, 2009, and also submitted via email by 6 p.m. Central Time on April 1, 2009. Mail to: 

Midwest Consortium for Service-Learning in Higher Education

200 Nebraska Union, Lincoln, NE 68588-0453

Email: info@midwestconsortium.org
	


	
	
	
	

	Please type
	
	
	

	Legal Applicant:                                                                                             
	 
	 
	 

	Program Title:                                                                                                                                         
	 
	 
	 

	FUNDING CATEGORY
	CONSORTIUM FUNDS
	MATCHING FUNDS
	TOTAL PROGRAM COST

	A.  Program Staff
	 
	 
	 

	     Faculty/Staff Salary
	 
	 
	 

	     Graduate Assistant
	 
	 
	 

	     Stipend
	 
	 
	 

	     Consultant
	 
	 
	 

	     Benefits
	 
	 
	 

	                        Subtotal
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	B.  Participant Support Cost
	 
	 
	 

	     FICA
	 
	 
	 

	     Other
	 
	 
	 

	     (Please specify in budget narrative)
	 
	 
	 

	                       Subtotal
	 
	 
	 

	C. Travel & Conference Fees
	 
	 
	 

	Subtotal
	
	
	

	D.  Operating Costs
	 
	 
	 

	     Curriculum Development
	 
	 
	 

	     Evaluation
	 
	 
	 

	     Training & Technical Assistance
	 
	 
	 

	     Recruitment/Placement
	 
	 
	 

	     Mini-grants
	 
	 
	 

	     Dissemination
	 
	 
	 

	     Other
	 
	 
	 

	     (Please explain in your budget narrative)
	 
	 
	 

	                       Subtotal
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	 
	 
	 

	100%
	(No more than 50% of total program cost)
	(At least 50% of total program cost)
	(Total equals 100%)

	
	________%
	________%
	________%

	(Consortium grant % + Match % = 100%)
	
	
	


SUB-GRANT COVER SHEET
MIDWEST CONSORTIUM FOR

SERVICE-LEARNING

IN HIGHER EDUCATION

A Learn & Serve America Grant from the Corporation for National Service

RESEARCH SUBGRANT APPLICATION
Please type:

Name of Institution:   ________________________________________________________________________

                            Legal applicant
Fiscal Contact: _ _____________________________________________________Phone: ________________

                 This person must have authority to commit and receive funds on behalf of the legal applicant
Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ State: ____ Zip:_________
Primary Contact (Faculty Member):___________________________Phone:_______________  

Address: ______________________________________City: _________________ State: ____ Zip: _________

E-mail Address:__________________________________________ Employer ID Number: _______________

      Check here if institution has received or is receiving funds 
       from the Corporation for National Service.

Project Title:  ___________________________________________________________________

Project Start and End Date: ______________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________

Consortium Representative Printed Name & Signature





Date

_________________________________________________________________
________________________

Faculty/Primary Contact Printed Name & Signature 






Date

Certification:  The legal applicant certifies to the best of her/his knowledge that the data in this application are true and correct and the governing body of the applicant has duly authorized the filing of this application and that the applicant will comply with the assurances required of applicants if the proposal is approved.

______________________________________________  
____________________________    __________

Printed/typed Name & Title  





Signature




Date    

Midwest Consortium for Service Learning in Higher Education


Request for Proposals: Research


2009 Guidelines





The Midwest Consortium for Service-learning in Higher Education is a coalition of colleges and universities established to foster service-learning efforts in institutions across the area. Participating institutions, united in strengthening their academic programs, communities, states and the nation through service-learning, will be encouraged and supported in their efforts through grants, training and consultations. Member institutions include the following: 











Midland Lutheran College


Morningside College


Mount Marty College


Nebraska Methodist College 


Nebraska Wesleyan University 


Northern State University


Oglala Lakota College


South Dakota State University


University of Nebraska-Kearney 


University of Nebraska-Lincoln 


University of Nebraska Medical Center


University of Nebraska-Omaha 


University of South Dakota 


Wayne State College 








Funding of the Consortium is provided through a Federal grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service, which was established in 1993 to engage Americans of all ages and backgrounds in community-based service.  Learn and Serve America is the section of the Corporation which supports the integration of service into the academic life of over 800 thousand students in all fifty states.





Definitions of Service-Learning:





Academic Service-Learning is a pedagogy that integrates service in the community with academic courses to meet specific learning goals for students.  Faculty, in partnership with representatives of non-profit, community organizations, design service learning projects based on two main objectives:


meet identified community needs, which helps strengthen the community, and


enhance students' understanding of specific learning outcomes and related civic learning objectives.


Strong reflective components are included to help students consider relationships between their service, the course curriculum, and its impact on their personal values and professional goals.





Co-curricular Service-Learning differs only because a link to course content is not required. It maintains the requirements that the activity have specific learning goals for participants, the service meets a need identified by the community and that strong reflection and evaluation components are included. Generally these service activities are directed under the leadership of student organizations and groups.  





Augustana College


Black Hills State University


Chadron State College 


Clarkson College 


College of Saint Mary 


Concordia University


Creighton University


Dakota State University


Dakota Wesleyan University


Dana College 


Doane College 


Hastings College 


Iowa Western Community College


Metropolitan Community College





Metropolitan Community College MM


Midland Lutheran College 


Mount Marty College
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Sub-grant funds requested


     $ 
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