University Assessment Committee
Minutes
December 2, 2009

 


Location: Skutt Student Center 104
8:00 -9:15 a.m.
I. Announcements and Updates 
A. Higher Learning Commission Annual Meeting—April 9-13, 2010 (Chicago)
Early Registration is now open; UAC invited to attend and present our Assessment Academy work.

B. Strategic Planning Conversation scheduled with Tom Purcell on November 5
Sub-committee includes: Gail Jensen, Brenda Coppard, Jim Knudsen, Michele King, and Mary Ann Danielson.  Subsequent meeting with sub-committee on November 18—discussion to be shared in New Business.
II. New Business: 
A. Technology applications on campus: Reactions and feedback offered to the peer review committee regarding the BlueLine Reporting and the DSpace presentations.  Consensus to utilize existing resources to create a transparent reporting mechanism and archives.  The specific template, format, and campus usage will be further discussed in spring 2010.  The need to “train the trainer” was also discussed, but a new hire in the HSL will be available to assist.
B. Strategic Planning Conversation Subcommittee Report was distributed at the meeting.   Congruent with University Strategic Planning, a draft document that outlined a statement of purpose for the University Assessment Committee and a Sample Planning Grid was discussed.  In summary, the University Assessment Committee is committed to the public dissemination of learning goals and evidence of student learning and the processes to support, evaluate and improve both the assessment of and the actual students’ learning; a number of measurable outcomes will allow this work to be regularly evaluated.  Additionally, planning grid will “map” the campus work to be done, ranging from promotion of campus assessment efforts and conversations to an enriched system of peer review and “best practices” to the bridging of curricular and co-curricular efforts.  
C. Committee Reports
1. Peer Review (Gail Jensen): See two previous items. No additional report.
2. Campus Conversations (Palma Strand): Each school and college is in the process of identifying “faculty champions” who will be invited to participate in a ½ day assessment retreat in spring 2010.
3. Bridging Curricular and Co-Curricular Learning (Rich Rossi): NASPA has done some work on criteria-based assessment with implications for attracting better students and retaining those students.  This material will be discussed in the committee as it continues to develop assessment measures and rubrics suitable for curricular and co-curricular assessments.
D. Related Activities:
1. Campus-wide conversation on ULO #3: Ignatian values, to include but not limited to commitment to an exploration and the promotion of justice

i. Campus Workshop/Speaker: Joseph DeFeo planned for April 2010.  Conversation about utility of such as visit included: distinction between pedagogy and values, a call to include the larger campus, and to focus a workshop on teaching faculty about Jesuit pedagogy and what it “looks like” in our classes/students’ learning.
ii. Possible conversation/connection to other campus activities to be explored.
iii. In preparation for our campus visit/conversations, copies of “The Ignatian Tradition” were distributed to each UAC member.
2. (No) Update on HLC Student Project with Andrew Ryder, Iowa State University (Focus on Bridging Curricular and Co-Curricular)
3. No other announcements offered.
III. Adjourned 9:15
2009-2010 Meeting Dates (Wednesdays, 8:00-9:15)
January 27
SC 104
February 24
SC 104
March 24
SC 105
April 21
SC 104
