University Assessment Committee
Minutes
September 30, 2009 (October meeting)

Location: Skutt Student Center 104
8:00 a.m. start
I. Announcements and Updates 
A. Introduction of New Member: Teresa Cochran
B. Higher Learning Commission Annual Meeting—April 9-13, 2010 (Chicago)
Distance Education—proposal due October 12—submitted by Mary Ann Danielson but included the work of Gail Jensen, Colette O’Meara, and Tracy Chapman.
C. Assessment Academy 

a. Semi-annual reports due October 15th.

D. Strategic Planning Conversation continuing—Strategic Planning 

Subcommittee members (volunteers) include: Brenda Coppard, Gail Jensen, Michele King, and Jim Knudsen.
II. New Business: Committee Reports
A. Campus Conversations (Palma Strand)
a. Faculty conversations are expanding beyond pre-existing college and school committees.

b. Fall 2009 plans include identifying “faculty champions” who will help advance assessment activities within and across schools and colleges.

c. Spring 2010 plans include a ½ day workshop to bring together, discuss campus assessment plans, and provide training, as needed. 

B. Peer Review (Gail Jensen), to include electronic reporting/annual assessment reporting
a. Peer review reports’ initial findings

i. Review forms, adapted from Northern Arizona University, “did not fit” our current reporting information/structure

ii. School reports are highly variable: We need to ask ourselves “What do we want from these reports?”

iii. Need for faculty/school development workshops on assessment was evident

b. Proposed plan: A structure or common framework for talking with one another about assessment. This structure needs to be simple, efficient and provide evidence of “evidence and use of that evidence of student learning to enhance quality.”

i. Proposed Template Structure, piloted by Graduate School, as first step in campus-wide reporting (e.g., learning goals, assessment plan, and assessment reports for each program listed on school website).

ii. Progressive planning to follow

iii. Implement an assessment audit process

c. Review University Assessment Policies and Procedures (or lack thereof)

C.  Bridging Curricular and Co-Curricular Learning (Rich Rossi, with assistance from Mary Ann Danielson)
a. Four programs have been identified for focus and public sharing/modeling for other programs

i. Cortina Community

ii. Encuentro Dominicano

iii. Freshman Leadership Program

iv. Faculty Partnerships (Multicultural Affairs Office)

b. Also coordinating Andrew Ryder visit (see below)

D. Related Activities (to be discussed as time permits):
a. HLC Student Project with Andrew Ryder, Iowa State University (Focus on Bridging Curricular and Co-Curricular): Andrew is scheduled to visit campus on October 26; he will conduct 3 focus groups and 2 individual interviews.  A copy of his final report will be shared.
b. Ignatian Values Theme for 2009-2010:
i. AEA Time Out for Lunch on Ignatian Values (October 7, 11:30-1:00)
ii. Possible Campus Workshop/Speaker: Joseph DeFeo?
iii. Possible conversation/connection to Ethics Resolution/School Activities?
c.   Future conversation on the need for assessment, curriculum mapping and other faculty development workshops

III. Adjourned at 9:15.
2009-2010 Meeting Dates (Wednesdays, 8:00-9:15)
November 4
SC 105
December 2
SC 104
January 27
SC 104
February 24
SC 104
March 24
SC 105
April 21
SC 104
