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Project Title:  Assessing Student Learning of Ignatian Values through Reflection in a Service-Learning Course
Project Abstract:  The purpose of this Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) project is to assess student learning of Ignatian values though reflection in a service-learning course.  Due to more research and best practices available on service-learning programs within health sciences, this is an ideal time to develop a model exemplar course of service-learning in the dental sciences that also highlights Ignatian values.  Project activities include revising a service-learning course to include teaching Ignatian values; exploration of assessment tools and methods of reflection; development of a course assessment plan; and implementation and analysis of the plan.  The pedagogy of service-learning is in its infancy in the field of dentistry.  This project has the potential to contribute to lessons learned and best practices for service-learning in dental education as well as the teaching and learning of Ignatian values throughout the health science professions.  
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Project Background:  Service-learning and community engagement have gained momentum throughout higher education in the past 10 years yet it has only recently been applied in dental education.  The first articles on service-learning in dental education appeared in the Journal of Dental Education in 2003.
,
  Around the same time, a national demonstration project funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Dental Pipeline Program, supported select dental schools in the delivery of dental care to underserved populations through service-learning.  Creighton dental school is one of these schools and in 2006 established its first service-learning course.  It began as an elective course and during the 2010-2011 academic year it will transition to a required course for all 84 senior dental students.  This change is not only due to the success of the elective course but also because a new dental accreditation standard requires the pre-doctoral dental student to participate in service-learning.
 Due to more research and best practices available on service-learning programs within health sciences, this is an ideal time to develop a model exemplar course of service-learning in the dental sciences that also highlights Ignatian values. 
Project Purpose:  The purpose of this Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) project is to assess student learning of Ignatian values though reflection in a service-learning course.  The vision statement of Creighton dental school states that, “it exists to develop dental professionals who will use the knowledge and technology of the 21st Century in the Jesuit educational tradition characterized by compassion, leadership, professionalism, creativity, justice, and service.”
  However, a recent survey of dental school faculty show few courses include teaching and learning on Ignatian values in the final two years of the dental education curriculum.  A new required service-learning course will allow us to more easily incorporate teaching and learning on Ignatian values than in a long-standing course. As Ignatian values are important elements of a Jesuit and Creighton educational experience in the health sciences, collaboration between dental faculty and occupational therapy faculty on this project will provide differing experiences and points of view on reflection, service and Ignatian values.

Project Design:  Project activities will include revising the service-learning course to include teaching Ignatian values; exploration of assessment tools and methods of reflection; development of a course assessment plan; and implementation and analysis of the plan.  Furthermore, the team will produce scholarship in the form of at least one peer-reviewed article and presentation discussing the SoTL project and implications for other Jesuit and non-Jesuit institutions.
Project Timeline:
	Activity
	Outcome
	Date of Completion

	Revise service-learning course to include teaching Ignation values 
	Service-learning course will include teaching Ignatian values using on-line methods
	April 2010

	Explore and develop a course assessment plan
	A literature review of relevant service learning assessment tools is conducted, an assessment plan is developed and submitted to the IRB for expedited approval
	May 2010

	Implementation of assessment plan
	Completed pre/post assessment and reflection activities by dental students in service-learning course
	May 2010 – April 2011

	Data collection and analysis
	Data will be collected and analyzed throughout the course
	June 2010 – May 2011

	Dissemination of results
	Results shared on-campus as well as through a written peer-reviewed journal article and poster/oral presentation.
	Spring 2011 (on-campus; preliminary results
Fall 2011 (national venues; final results)


Expected Products:  This project will produce the following final products:
· Assessment plan for teaching and learning Ignatian values in a service-learning course.

· Research proposal submitted to the IRB for expedited approval.

· Peer-reviewed article and poster/oral presentation.  

Project Sustainability:  Faculty development funding will allow for focused effort in the development of this project and will provide lessons learned and best practices in teaching and learning Iganatian values in a pre-doctoral service-learning course.  This can be shared and replicated in other health science professional programs.  
Budget Information:
	Line Item
	Amount
	Description and Justification

	Scholarly Resources
	$300
	Books and other materials purchased for the co-investigators will be used as resources in both literature review and data analysis.

	Educational Webinar
	$600
	Two service-learning webinars (“Designing an Effective Service-Learning Course” and “Assessment of Service-Learning Courses in Higher Education”) from Innovative Educators (see link) http://www.innovativeeducators.org/retention_p/815.htm
These webinars will serve as an additional resource to the co-investigators in design and assessment.  Both webinars will be open to OISSE core faculty members.

	Occupational Therapy Work Study Student
	$1100
	One OT student will assist the co-investigators with both quantitative and qualitative analysis of student surveys and reflection. 

	Total
	$2000
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