James Russell Child Development Center
Parent Council Meeting Minutes



Date: 		January 14, 2013
Time: 		4:00 – 5:30pm 
Location: 	RCDC Kitchen
Purpose: 	Update and Kindergarten Readiness


Parent Advisory Council Leadership Team 2012/2013:
President:		Amy Turbes & Shaela Wepfer
VP:			
Secretary: 		Mary Roy
Annual Holiday-
Bazaar Chairperson:	Megan Pothoff & Sarah Rider
Room Parents:		Infant Room: Catherine and Dan Barber
			Toddler Room: Lori Rusch
			Preschool Room: Desire and Tobias Nownes


Agenda Summary:
· Center Business Updates
· Month of the Young Child
· Parent Topic Discussion: Kindergarten Readiness
· Other


Parent Attendance (parent and child(ren) names to be included from sign-up sheet): Amy Turbes (Vincent), Morgan Pusek (Ava “Apple”), Erin Averett (Annabel, Chloe, Lily), Katie Christenson (CiCi), Jerry Kinney (Molly, Jack), Mary Roy (Raely, Ava “Fish”), Sarah Rider (Blake), Wendy Duerfeldt Schutte (Christian), Catherine and Daniel Barber (Julian, Felix), Allison Harlow (Launzea, Jaycee), Yongyue Qi (Angela), Seraphim Mullins (James), Patricia and Doug Lewis (Blake)			

Center History and Philosophy:

The Creighton University Child Development Center was established in 1982 to meet the childcare needs of the parent who is a student, staff, or faculty member of the University.  Children ages six weeks to five years are served in an atmosphere of care and learning.  The Center assists Creighton’s  educational mission by providing an opportunity for students to work directly with the children, and for others to observe children as an element of their course work.  

The Center is committed to this three-fold mission: to serve young children, to serve their parents, and to serve the students of the Creighton community.




Meeting Notes:

1. Center Updates
a. NAEYC Surveys will be coming out soon – please complete
i. Anonymous
ii. Need 50% participation
b. Updated Parent Handbooks
i. A few changes include: holiday policy update (how we handle celebrating holidays in the center), closing procedures updated, Hand Foot and Mouth disease medication policy updates, Center structure updates
c. Family/Teacher Conferences
i. Held every 6 months
ii. Purpose: to discuss individual child progress, goals, etc.
iii. Dates: Last Week in February – First week in March
d. [bookmark: _GoBack]Next Teacher Work Day: Monday April 1st  (Monday after Easter)
i. Love and Logic Training for Teachers
ii. Parents can attend as well!
iii. 8am – Noon
iv. Only cost is cost of the book ($10)
v. Location is TBD, likely Harper Center

2. Month of the Young Child (April)
a. Events typically include:
i. Breakfast
ii. Flowers for teachers
iii. Volunteering
1. Need volunteering ideas
iv. Out of Center Activity (Pump it Up/BounceU done in past)
1. Please send ideas to Amy Turbes: AmyTurbes@Creighton.edu 
2. Cost – try to stay within $6 - $10/person (parents usually cover)
3. Idea: Family game night

3. Other
a. Preschool Valentine Lunch 2/14 at 11:15am

4. Kindergarten Readiness
Speakers: Mandy German, Highland Elementary (OPS) & Kelli Swift, St Pius/St Leo (Omaha Catholic)
a. How to know if children are ready?
i. Social/Emotional Readiness
1. Can communicate their needs
2. Can share and take turns
3. Curiosity and Enthusiasm about trying new activities
4. Can they sit still for small periods of time? (5-10 min)
5. Self Confidence
6. Can accept failure, independence, and bounce back when difficulties occur
7. Can do okay being left/dropped off by mom and dad
8. Ability to recognize authority (take “no” for an answer)
9. Can handle bathroom needs
ii. Academic Readiness (nice to have, but they will learn)
1. Can listen to stories without interruption
2. Can recognize and rhyme
3. Print concepts
4. Understand times of the day (i.e. class will go all day)
5. Sense of numbers versus letters
6. Ability to count
7. Cutting with scissors, recognize shapes, can paint

b. Q&A
i. How do you deal with children at different levels (ahead, behind, etc.)?
1. Teachers plan for different levels
2. Try to pair kids at same levels, together
3. Encourage parents to communicate with teachers
ii. Thoughts/Challenges/Opportunities with dual language learners?
1. Try to overcome idioms (i.e. “raining cats and dogs”)
iii. What if your child has a summer birthday?  Should you send?
1. Talk to your preschool
2. Not bad to wait a year
3. Some parents do kindergarten at one school and then at another if in doubt
4. Can test in as needed
iv. Nap Time?
1. They do quiet time
v. Counselors and PAC rooms for Public and Private?
1.  Both Catholic and Public have these
vi. How do you sign up for schools?
1. Need to apply if private or go to Kindergarten Roundup which is happening now
vii. How does Opt-In (outside of your neighborhood school) work?
1. Go to OPS website and it will tell you where you could opt-in: www.OPS.org  
2. Other schools may be open or closed
3. Need to search now
4. Guaranteed acceptance into neighborhood schools
5. If you want to cross districts, you can look it up through the Learning Community (Wendy Schutte knows a lot about this)
viii. How to get into Catholic schools?
1. Some are very strict (parishioner, tithing, volunteering hours, etc.)
2. Also have to express interest, and then will be invited to round up if accepted
ix. What to ask when looking?
1. Average tenure of teachers?
2. What do they do to support employee continuing education?
3. What kind of parent involvement do they have?
4. Feel free to ask for a tour!

