A Comparison of Core Curriculums at Creighton University 
and other Jesuit & Peer Institutions; 2009
	
	Creighton University


	Fairfield University
	Gonzaga University
	Loyola Maryland
	Loyola Marymount
	Santa Clara University*

	Xavier University

	Category A
Theology, Philosopy & Ethics


	Theology – 9 hours
Religious Philosophy – 3 hours

Ethics – 3 hours

Senior perspective – 3 hours

Total – 18 credits


	Religious Studies – 6 hours
Ethics or Religious Studies – 3 hours

Total – 9 credits
	Religious Studies – 9 hours
Ethics – 3 hours

Total – 12 credits
	Theology – 6 hours
Ethics – 3 hours

Total – 9 credits
	Theological Studies – 6 hours
Philosophy of Human Nature – 3 hours

Total – 9 credits
	Religious Studies – 9 hours
Ethics – 3 hours

Total – 12 credits
	Theology – 9 hours
Ethics – 3 hours

Focus elective – 3 hours

Total – 15 credits

	Category B
Cultures, Ideas, & Civilizations


	Philosophy – 3 hours
History – 6 hours
English – 6 hours

Global – 3 hours

Total – 18 credits


	History – 6 hours
Philosophy – 6 hours

English – 9 hours
Global – 6 hours (can double-count)

Total – 18 to 24 credits

	Philosophy – 9 hours
Literature – 9 hours

History – 6 hours

Social Justice – 3 hours

Total – 27 credits
	Philosophy – 6 hours
Literature – 6 hours

History – 6 hours

Diversity – 3 hours

Total - 21 credits
	American Culture – 3 hours
History – 6 hours

Literature - 3 hours

Philosophy – 3 hours

Total – 15 credits
	World Cultures – 6 hours
Western Culture – 6 to 9 hours

US Culture – 3 hours

Ethnic Studies – 3 hours

Total – 18 to 21 credits


	Philosophy – 6 hours
Literature – 6 hours

History – 6 hours

Diversity – 3 hours

Total – 21 credits



	Category C
Natural Science


	7 hours from:

Atmospheric Sciences
Biology

Computer Science

Chemistry

Env Science

Physics

Total – 7 credits


	6 hours from:
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Total – 6 credits


	3 hours from:
Math

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Total – 3 credits
	6 hours from:

Math

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Total – 6 credits
	Science & Technology – 3 hours
Total – 3 credits
	Technology – 3 hours
Math and/or Science – 6 to 9 hours

Total – 9 to 12 credits
	Science electives – 9 hours
Total – 6 credits


	
	Creighton University


	Fairfield University
	Gonzaga University
	Loyola Maryland
	Loyola Marymount
	Santa Clara University*


	Xavier University

	Category D

Social & Behavioral Science


	6 hours from:

Anthropology

Economics

NAS

Political Science

Psychology

Sociology

Total – 6 credits


	6 hours from:

Anthropology

Economics

Political Science

Psychology

Sociology

Total – 6 credits
	6 hours from:

Criminal Justice

Economics

Sociology

Political Science

Psychology

Total – 6 credits
	6 hours from:

Economics

Sociology

Political Science

Psychology

Total – 6 credits
	3 hours from:
Economics

Sociology

Political Science

Psychology

Geography

Total - 3 credits
	Social Sciences – 3 hours

Total – 3 credits
	Social Sciences – 6 hours

Total – 6 credits

	Category E

Skills


	Rhetoric & Comp – 3 hours

Math – 3 or 4 hours

Speech or Fine Arts – 3 credits

Language – 3 or 6 hours

Total  - 12 to 16 credits


	Math – 6 hours

Fine Arts – 6 hours

Language – 6 hours

Total -18 credits
	Composition – 4 hours

Math – 3 hours

Fine Arts – 3 hours

Language or Foreign Culture – 3 hours

Total – 13 credits


	Math – 3 hours

Language – 6 to 12 hours

Fine Arts – 3 hours

Composition 3 hours

Total – 15 to 21 credits
	Math – 3 hours
College Writing – 3 hours

Critical Thinking – 3 hours

Critical Arts – 3 hours

Creative Arts – 3 hours

Total – 15 credits
	Composition – 9 hours

Math – 3 hours

Fine Arts – 3 hours

Language – 6 to 9 hours

Total – 21 to 24 credits
	Math – 6 hours

Rhetoric & Comp – 3 hours

Fine Arts – 3 hours

Languages – 6 hours

Total – 18 credits



	Total Hours
	61 – 65 hours


	57 – 63 hours
	61 hours
	57 – 63 hours
	45 hours
	63 – 71 hours
	66 hours


* Santa Clara University will be adopting a new core in Fall 2009.

Comments:

1. To facilitate comparison, each institution’s core courses were grouped into the core categories used by Creighton University.
2. The size of each institution’s core hovers between 61 and 66 hours.  The exception at the low end is Loyola Marymount (at 45 hours).

3. Creighton University’s 18 hour Theology, Philosophy & Ethics requirement (Category A) is considerably higher than the 12 hours or less required by the other schools.  

4. Creighton University is the only school not to require a Fine Arts course, and Loyola Marymount is unique in not having a language requirement.
5. Except for the two differences noted above, the number of courses required in each of the five categories is remarkably similar across all seven universities.

