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The Core Curriculum Review Task Force has met twice since making its last report to the senate. At its meeting of Jan. 20, 2009, the task force adopted three recommendations concerning the CCAS Assessment Plan. The recommendations were forwarded to the Executive Board for action. One of the recommendations, concerning a proposed modification to the existing assessment rubric for CCAS Learning Outcome 5, appears on the agenda of today’s meeting as an action item. The Executive Board has acted independently on the other two recommendations at its meeting of Feb. 10, 2009.

 

At the Jan. 2009 meeting of the senate, the task force presented a comparison of the overall size of the College of Arts & Sciences Core Curriculum at Creighton University and at our peer institutions within the American Jesuit Colleges & Universities (AJCU). In response to a request from the Executive Board, Dr. Ramsden and Dr. Miller have prepared a graphical representation of this comparison. The graph is attached to this report as an appendix.

 

In order to give the senate a more detailed sense of how the CCAS Core Curriculum compares to the core curricula at our peer institutions, Dr. Ramsden has prepared a detailed analysis of the College of Arts & Sciences Core Curriculum requirements at Creighton University and at each of our CUPA peers that is a member of the AJCU. The analysis is attached to this report as an appendix. Dr. Ramsden noted that the differences among the core curriculum requirements at our peer institutions appear to be correlated to differences among the mission statements of the respective institutions. For this reason, the mission statement of each of the peer institutions appears in another appendix to this report.

 

Finally, at its meeting of Feb. 10, 2009, the task force charged four subcommittees to gather more information about four additional issues related to Core Curriculum review, namely: (a) processes of Core Curriculum revision utilized by AJCU institutions that have recently revised their core curricula; (b) changes in the overall college curriculum since the implementation of the current Core Curriculum in 1993, such as the introduction of unusually large major programs of study and increases in the requirements of pre-professional programs of study, that reduce the ability of students to take elective courses; (c) the eight-semester graduation rate for students who pursue various special opportunities for learning such as study abroad, secondary major programs of study, and minor programs of study; (d) the percentage of Core Curriculum courses in various disciplines that are not taught by members of the regular college faculty.
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