
Ethical Reasoning Skills 

Assessment Rubric

To be used to assess the ethical reasoning competence exhibited by senior undergraduate students on a significant writing assignment (within their SRP courses).
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	Identify  the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter
	
	
	

	Analyze the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter
	
	
	

	Identify values and/or principles related to the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter.
	
	
	

	Develop a cogent argument to evaluate the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter
	
	
	

	Display an awareness of relevant natural or social scientific data to support a reasoned approach to effective decision-making
	
	
	


Identify the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter
3 – More than adequate
A very thorough recognition of the ethical issue(s) and dilemma(s), and of the alternative perspectives on the problem.

2 – Adequate
A reasonably complete recognition of the ethical issue(s) and dilemma(s), and of the alternative perspectives on the problem.

1 – Inadequate
Little to partial recognition of the ethical issue(s) and dilemma(s), and inadequate attention to alternative perspectives on the problem.

Analyze the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter

3 – More than adequate
A very thorough and accurate analysis of the alternatives considered.

2 – Adequate
A reasonably complete and accurate analysis of the alternatives considered.

1 – Inadequate
Little to incomplete analysis or a faulty analysis performed on the alternatives considered.
Identify the values and/or principles related to the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter

3 – More than adequate
A very thorough recognition of the values and/or principles relevant to the subject matter.

2 – Adequate
A reasonably complete recognition of the values and/or principles relevant to the subject matter.

1 – Inadequate
Little to partial recognition of the values and/or principles relevant to the subject matter.
Analyze the ethical dimension(s) of the subject matter

3 – More than adequate
A very thorough review of pertinent facts; an absence of misinformation; use of authority is justified and elaborated; own experiences and observations are appropriately incorporated.

2 – Adequate
A consistent use of pertinent facts; an absence of misinformation; use of authority is justified and elaborated

1 – Inadequate
Little to incomplete use of pertinent facts; a reliance on misinformation; defaults to an authority without sufficient elaboration
Display an awareness of relevant natural or social scientific data
3 – More than adequate
A very high awareness of relevant natural or social scientific data; clear explanation of their relevance to the problem at hand

2 – Adequate
Some awareness of relevant natural or social scientific data; some attempt to explain their relevance to the problem at hand

1 – Inadequate
Little or no awareness of relevant natural or social scientific data; little or no attempt to explain their relevance to the problem at hand
