Faculty Senate 

Minutes for 2 December 2008 Meeting

3:30 pm, Harper Center 2038
Attendance: A Littleton, R Bucko, T Burk, E Burke-Sullivan, L Carter, I Cherney, M Cherney, C Clark, E Cooke, J Eckerson, J Fleming, N German, K Graham, E Gross, S Gross, N Ha, E Haas, F Hanna, H Harris, R Hauser, M Jiang, B Keegan, T Kelly, R Kennedy, E Kirby, F Klein, J Ladino, G Leak, T Leavelle, R Lueger, B Mattson, P Meeks, M Miller, R Miller, J Mordeson, P Murray, R Murray, D Pawlowski, G Ramsden, T Salzman, J Schuler, J Seger, E Selk, J Soukup, R Super, M Turner, J Walsh, A Wendling, R Whipple, E Wirth, J Yuan, J Zehnder, C Zuegner, L Houtz (proxy for S Ishii-Jordan), E Dugan (proxy for H Fryer), B Carroll (student).
Meeting called to order at 3:31 pm.

I. Opening Prayer (Harris)
II. Minutes from the 4 Nov meeting approved
III. Update from Dean Lueger
• Textbook orders are due now—please complete all orders as soon as possible
• Dean has met with most chairs regarding budget issues for next year
• Dean is less concerned with budget issues for spring semester than with next year (at least for now)

• Applications for next year are down, which may indicate a lower enrollment

• Spring enrollment numbers are still unclear

• We will be unable to fill all seven open tenure-track lines, and other openings may remain unfilled for a time

• More clarity should arrive in May/June when deposits for next year are due

• It is prudent at this time to come up with contingency plans

• Questions/comments: P Meeks

IV. Update from the AVP’s Finance and Administration Committee (Wendling)

• Committee meets once/month (M Cherney and E Wirth also serve)

• Goal is to facilitate communication between faculty and AVP and to increase transparency

• AVP has been asked to institute a hiring freeze and two additional contingency measures

• We are encouraged to look for savings at every level, hoping that we can avoid the need to develop additional action items for budget cuts

• Questions/comments: H Harris (M Cherney; E Wirth); P Meeks; T Kelly; B Whipple (M Cherney; J Schuler); R Murray (T Kelly)
V. Comments on Committee Reports
• APDA (Super)

• Assessment (Hanna)

• Budget (O’Keefe)

• Curriculum (Meeks)

• Core Review (Graham)

• Executive Board (Harris)

• Professional Development (Wirth)

• Resource Development (Turner)
• Student Senate (German)

VI. Assessment Recommendations from Core Review Task Force (Graham)
• K Graham introduced the proposed Assessment Map for the Core Curriculum

• Graham explained that the map will, if adopted, be the guide for core assessment as data is gathered (beginning in 2009)

• Questions/comments:

- C Clark asked if this map will contribute to a feedback loop for core revision (possible but not the charge of the committee)

- E Kirby asked about classes approved since 1993 (they do not appear on the map)

- J Schuler suggested that Alumni Relations assess CLO 6
- P Meeks clarified some history about core development and asked if there is a consensus about the need for core reform (there are several steps in the process of reforming the core, including gathering assessment data)

- E Selk, E Burke-Sullivan, and P Murray on details of map

- F Klein added some detail

- P Murray asked how majors fit

- L Alston concerned about using exit interviews since the core is a burden to many students

- L Carter echoed these comments
- M Cherney: the EB will review committee charges for the spring

• Vote to adopt assessment map:

- Proposed amendment to add THL 250 to CLO 4 (T Salzman)

- Proposed amendment to add PHL 250 to CLO 4 (P Murray)

- The senate requested that the committee consider these options, make a decision, and present final proposal for vote at next meeting
VII. Discussion on improving collaboration with Public Relations (Workman)
• Please communicate needs well in advance so that the office can promote events, study results, books, and more

• The office needs to know more about student research

• Take advantage of new Campus Calendar and Creighton Today

• B Whipple: increase profile of humanities and liberal arts in Creighton Magazine
• L Alston: TV presence?
• M Cherney: who sends info to hometowns (C Workman)

• H Harris: World-Herald coverage

• B Whipple: how do we get stories to the World-Herald? (contact C Workman)
• E Wirth noted that papers are always looking for human interest stories
Meeting adjourned at 4:52 pm.
