Current state of pre-professional requirements of the Pharmacy and Health Professions programs
Physical Therapy
Currently, Creighton’s PT program requires a minimum of 90 hours of pre-requisites for admission. Of those, 30 hours are science/math.  Over the past three years, about 78% of Creighton’s incoming PT students had a baccalaureate degree
.

Pharmacy
Creighton’s Pharmacy program requires a minimum of 63 hours (including 30 hours of science/math) for admission
.  Over the past three years, 43% of incoming Pharmacy students had a baccalaureate degree.

Recent changes to the accreditation requirements for PharmD programs have greatly increased the number of required clinical hours.  In addition to the year of advanced pharmacy practice experiences (rotations) at the end of the professional program, 300 clock hours of introductory practice experiences are required over the three years of the didactic curriculum. . This puts pressure on pharmacy schools to move several biomedical science courses out of the professional pharmacy curriculum and make them pre-requisites. For Creighton’s Pharmacy program, the first step in this direction was Human Anatomy, which moved out of the professional PharmD curriculum and became a pre-requisite in 2009.  Biochemistry, Physiology, and Medical Microbiology are other courses that could potentially be moved to the pre-professional program at some point in the future.

Occupational Therapy
Starting in 2010, a baccalaureate degree will be required for entry into OT programs nation-wide.  Creighton’s OT program requires 6 credit hours of science/math pre-professional coursework.
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�The number of students per year is about 42-44, but this translates to a higher percentage since the class size is approximately 55.


�The hours for the new pre-requisite Anatomy course were taken from the elective hours embedded into the pre-professional curriculum.  No change in the overall number of pre-professional credit hours was made when Anatomy was shifted to this component of the Pharm.D. program.





