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The Core Curriculum Review Task Force has met once since the Dec. 2008 meeting of the CCAS Faculty Senate. The task force discussed two items of business, namely, possible amendments to the proposed assessment map for the CCAS Core Curriculum and comparative data concerning the size of core curricula at our peer institutions.

 

At its meeting of Dec. 2, 2008, the senate charged the task force to determine whether the Core A Foundations for Ethical Understanding requirement should be added to the assessment map for CCAS Learning Outcome 4. The task force determined that one course that satisfies the Foundations for Ethical Understanding requirement, namely, THL 250, should be added to the assessment map for CCAS Learning Outcome 4, but the other, namely, PHL 250, should not. The rationale for including THL 250 but not PHL 250 is that the master syllabus for THL 250 expressly addresses the Christian, Catholic, and Jesuit intellectual traditions, but the master syllabus for PHL 250 does not. The task force also discovered that a miscommunication between members of the task force led to the inadvertant exclusion of Core E Studio/Performing Arts courses from the assessment map for CCAS Learning Outcome 2. The task force therefore added the Studio/Performing Arts courses to the map. Both of these changes are reflected in the revised version of the proposed assessment map, which is presented as an item for discussion at today’s meeting of the senate.

 

The Executive Board has charged the task force to report to the senate about the existing core curricula and recent efforts at core reform at other Jesuit colleges and universities in the US. The task force will carry out this charge in several stages, beginning with this month’s report to the senate. Attached to this report is a table of data comparing the size of the Core Curriculum at each of our AJCU peers to our own Core, both overall and (roughly) in each of the five areas into which the CCAS Core Curriculum is divided (i.e., A, B, C, D, E). In future reports, we will present more detailed information about how the content of the CCAS Core compares to the content the core curricula of a smaller subset of our AJCU peers.
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