Thinking of trying to test out of COM 152?

Take a look at the Q & A to help you decide:

Q:
Who might qualify?

A:  
If you have extensive high school or college experience with public speaking and have taken other communication courses, then you might be a good candidate for test out. The assumption is that you’re already prepared to meet the criteria, not that you have to teach yourself the material from scratch. If you find yourself having to study as much for the test out exam as you would for a semester-long COM 152 course, you are not a likely test out candidate.

Q:
What’s involved in this test out?

A:
COM 152 test out is a two-part process.  For Part 1, you take a written test (100 multiple-choice items, 2 hours long) that measures your knowledge of communication theory and concepts. If you score 85 percent or higher on the written test, you proceed to Part 2, which is a 7-9 minute extemporaneous persuasive speech, delivered in front of a small audience of Communication Studies faculty members. The topic of this speech must conform to the principles of the public forum (see textbook on reserve in the library). You also turn in a key word speaking outline at the time you give your speech. If you also score 85 percent or higher on your speech, you will be waived from having to take COM 152.

Q: 
What if I don’t fulfill the requirements; can I try again? 

A:
Yes, but the test out procedure is only offered once a semester. So, if you don’t successfully test out in the spring semester, you have to wait until fall to try again.

Q:  
If I do fulfill both requirements, what’s my grade? 

A: 
You don’t get a grade for COM 152 if you successfully test out. Testing out of COM 152 will exempt you from the COM 152 core requirement; however, it doesn’t count toward your actual number of credits earned, nor will it impact your QPA.

Q:
Do I have to pay a fee to try to test out?

A:
No. Participation in the test out process is free of charge.

Q:
Will I have any review or study materials?


   A:
      For Part 1 (the written exam over communication theory & concepts), there’s no test review sheet, but you are welcome and encouraged to study from the textbook we use in the class that covers all the basic ideas. A 

copy is on reserve at Reinert Alumni Library (ask for Bakehouse, COM 152 Textbook).  If you make it to Part 2, we’ll give you assignment sheets that outline the expectations for your persuasive speech. 

Q:
How much time am I given to prepare for the speech if I pass Part I?

A:
We will notify you of your score on Part 1 about a week after you take the exam, and students who are eligible to move on to Part 2 will deliver their speeches in the last week of the semester.  

Q:
When can I take the test out?

A:
Part 1 will be administered by the COM 152 Coordinator Tina Bakehouse.  Her contact information is at the bottom of the page.  
Q:
How do I sign up?

A:
You can sign up by stopping in the Communication Studies Department office in 307 Hitchcock (CA) or calling 280-4763.  

Please contact the COM 152 Course Coordinator, Tina M. Bakehouse (phone: 280-4779; 

e-mail: TinaBakehouse@creighton.edu) if you have any questions regarding the test out process.

