Fr. Henry Casper, SJ Professorship





The Casper Professorship is named in honor of the late Rev. Casper, a long-time member of Creighton's history department and an expert on 19th century European history and on American church history. His most important work was a three-volume history on the Catholic Church in Nebraska.��The Casper Professorship is funded by an endowment from Dr. and Mrs. Wayne L. Ryan of Omaha.





Casper Sponsored Events 





The Iran Question


  


Hooman Majd, author of the bestselling book The Ayatollah Begs to Differ: The Paradox of Modern Iran, a book that has received rave reviews in the press.  The Economist selected the Ayatollah Begs to Differ as "One of the best books of 2008." Majd writes for various publications, including Salon, The New Yorker, GQ, and Time. He is also a writer and contributing editor to Interview, and was an original blogger at the Huffington Post, where he continues to write.  In addition to his journalistic and political career, Majd was the executive vice president of Island Records.





Student Center ballroom, 20 March 2009


	


When Religion Becomes Evil





Charles Kimball, Professor of Religion at University of Oklahoma. In his timely presentation, Charles Kimball identified the many ways that religion is an extremely powerful and pervasive force—for good and for ill. He then sets forth the five warning signs for when a religion has "become evil": Absolute Truth Claims, Blind Obedience, Pursuing the Ideal Time, Allowing Perceived Ends to Justify the Means, and Declaring Holy War. 





Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008, Creighton University’s Harper Center Ballroom











Journey into Islam: The Crisis of Globalization





Akbar S. Ahmed, Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies at American University in Washington DC. Ambassador Akbar Ahmed was the High Commissioner of Pakistan to Great Britain and is “the world’s leading authority on contemporary Islam” according to the BBC.  His numerous books, films and documentaries have won awards.





Monday, Sep. 22,  6 p.m. Harper Center Hixson Lied Auditorium. Dr. Ahmed’s presentation was followed by an Iftar/reception organized and hosted by the Creighton Muslim Students Association. 





The Prophet Muhammad and the Indo-European Creation Myth





Brannon Wheeler, Director of the Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD, Senior Fulbright Fellow at the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies in Jordan, al-Azhar University in Egypt, and the Ministry of Awqaf and Religious Affairs in Oman. 





4 p.m., Monday, Sep. 15, 2008, in room 3023B of Creighton University’s Harper Center.�


Algeria at Creighton


�John P. Entelis, Professor of Political Science and Director, Middle East Studies Program, Fordham University, New York City.


“Death by Design: The Rational Calculus in the Algerian Civil War of the 1990s”





James D. Le Sueur, Associate Professor Department of History, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. "Intellectuals and Reconciliation:  Thinking through Algeria's Amnesty and the Debate over Collective Amnesia from within the Prism of Exile." 





April 23, 3:00-5:00 PM, Student Center Ballroom. 





“The Battle of Algiers” (1966); film introduced by Oussama Kharchi, April 15, 7:00, Rigge Science 120; “Rachida” (2002) by Algerian director Yamina Bachir; film introduced by Oussama Kharchi. April 22, 7:00 PM, Rigge Science 120








Co-sponsor: Beyond the Dunes: An Exhibit of Photographs from Saudi Arabia; organized by Creighton Saudi Students Association 


�This exhibit featured photographs by Saudi Arabia’s top photographers.  The images dispel many of the stereotypes of the Saudi kingdom that flourish in the United States after 9/11.  Organized and sponsored by the Casper Professorship and the Saudi Students Association with support from the Saudi Cultural Mission.


�February 25, 26, 27; exhibit open 12:00-9:00 PM; opening reception Monday Feb. 25, 12:00-1:00 PM Student Center Ballroom�


Trends in Arab Pop-Culture





The event featured presentations by Professors Ted Swedenburg and Joel Gordon of the King Fahd Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies at the University of Arkansas.  Swedenburg and Gordon are North America’s leading scholars in the field of popular culture in the Arab world.  Their presentations illuminated aspects of Middle Eastern life and experience virtually unknown by the wider American public.


  


Thursday, Feb. 21, 4:00-6:00 PM, Skutt Student Center Ballroom





The Politics of the Muslim World


Vali Nasr, Professor of International Politics at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. Adjunct Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, and a Senior Fellow at Belfer Center for the Kennedy School of Government of Harvard University. 


October 23, 2007, 7-8 PM (reception in atrium area from 8-9), Hixon Lied Science (G4).





Iraq: Views from the Ground


Panel Presentations on the Current Conflict:





Michael Noonan (Director of the Foreign Policy Research Institute’s National Security Program), “Working with the Iraqi Army: A Straw’s Eye View of Iraq.”





Robert Cryne (Attorney Advisor to the Iraqi High Tribunal) and Jerry McNinch (Director of Operations of the Regime Crimes Liaison Office), “The Trial of Saddam Hussein: Practical Problems of a War Crimes Tribunal during a War.”





September 19, 2007, 5-7 PM, Student Center Rm. 104











Co-Sponsor: Understanding the Middle East through Art (Organized by Asian World Center)


Co-sponsor: Syrian-born artist Suheil Baddor, a resident of the United Arab Emirates, the Artist-in-Residence at Creighton University Aug. 24 to Sept. 21, 2007. Baddor’s solo exhibition was on view at the Creighton University Art Gallery in the Skutt Student Center. 











