PLS 101 Introduction to Politics

Dr. Sue Crawford

Office: Ad 430

Phone: X2569

Email: crawford@creighton.edu 

Note: I do not regularly check email on weekends.  

Course Objectives

· Understand key political science concepts.

· Recognize political dynamics as a key to understanding humans and societies.

· Understand multiple theoretical and philosophical frameworks for analyzing politics, social problems, and the relationships between individuals, government, and society.

· Learn to draft political arguments and political analysis.

· Learn to analyze options and strategies for addressing common or public problems.

Course Requirements

Attendance and Participation: Learning requires your participation.  Students are required to attend and participate in all class meetings. Absences are considered excused only when the student can provide a note from a doctor, coach, the dean’s office, etc.  (Such excuses should be presented on the first day when the student returns to class).  Any student who incurs more than six unexcused absences is subject to an automatic F.  Students are also required to obtain a Creighton email account and regularly use Blackboard during the course of the semester.  Class announcements are often sent to Creighton email accounts.  
Criteria for Evaluation of Class Participation:  

Student contributions to class discussion and discussion on Blackboard should demonstrate 


(1) serious efforts at reflection upon the assigned material or topics; 


(2) evidence of preparation for class discussion; 


(3) respectful and engaged discussion of class topics; and 

(4) application of concepts and questions to current news coverage

The scale for evaluating class participation is excellent, good, fair, poor, and fail.  Evaluations are made for nearly every class session.  Midterm and final grades are an average of the daily scores.  Rude or disrespectful treatment of other students, the instructors, or guest speakers is intolerable, and will severely affect one’s participation grade. Unexcused absences count as failing participation grades for the day.
Required Readings: Students are expected to complete the readings assigned for each class period before the class meeting and to spend some time thinking about the major points of the readings, questions about the readings, and applications of the readings.  In other words, “completing the readings” is not just passing your eyes and highlighter over the text.  Completing the required reading is essential to the learning for the course and is essential for doing well on participation in the course.  I strongly encourage you to re-read difficult material after the class discussion. 

In addition to the required texts and assigned readings, students are expected to read news between each class period.  Take your pick (within reason – People doesn’t count) and be sure to spend some time catching up on news between each class period.  Comments on news stories are welcome on Blackboard.  Be sure to relate comments to analysis relevant to the course.  You may be asked in discussions or quizzes to discuss some current news event.  

Required Books:

· Shalom, Stephen Rosskamm.  2003.  Which Side Are You On?  An Introduction to Politics.  New York: Longman.

· Shepsle, Kenneth A., and Mark S. Bonchek. 1997.  Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions.  New York: W.W. Norton and Company.

Papers: There are two papers required for the course.  One paper is an individual application paper in which students use political concepts to analyze their own political values and positions.  The second paper requires students to use class learning on ideology, empirical evidence, strategy, and political feasibility to develop a policy position.  Detailed descriptions of the assignments and grading criteria will be available on Blackboard.  Students who know that they will be away on the date that an assigned paper is due must make arrangements in advance with the instructors. Written work may often be submitted electronically to Blackboard.  You are responsible for submitting work on time.  If Blackboard is not working for you, you must get the paper to me through some other means within the hour.  If you send a paper via email you are responsible for saving a copy of the sent mail message that proves that you sent the paper on time with the assignment attached.   

Exams: Two exams will test student’s understanding of concepts and ability to analyze politics.  The final is cumulative.       

Quizzes and In-Class Exercises: Quizzes and in-class exercises will be used to encourage reading and to improve class learning. 
Missing and Late Assignments

· Missing assignments are given a grade of 0.  It is better to fail an assignment than to miss it.

· Late papers will be assessed a dock worth one half of a letter grade for each day late.  Weekend days also count.  

· Students with excused absences may make up quiz and in-class work.  Students are responsible for contacting me and obtaining the make up work before the next class session.

· Exams must be taken on the day assigned or before except when prior approval is obtained for unusual and unavoidable circumstances.
Course Grades

Letter grades for the course are assigned based on the percentage of total points earned.  Grades are assigned according to the following scale:

A
90-100%
B+
87-89%
B
80-86%
C+
77-79%

C
70-76%
D
60-69%
F
Below 60%

Points Available: 

Paper 1
40



Paper 2

60
Exam 1
50



Final Exam

75
Participation
25





Quizzes/In-class exercises: 25-50

Academic Honesty

All work that you submit must be your own.  All sources must be cited properly.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the progress of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty and are subject to punishment including an F for the assignment or an F for the course.  Suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean’s office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines. 

(http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm)

Course Schedule

Course schedule is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard.  Required readings for the course include those listed and reading from at least one news source between each class meeting.  
Class Cancellation Policy
If class is cancelled unexpectedly due (bad weather or illness), I will send an email via Blackboard and notify the Department Administrative Assistant (Ms. Joleen Richwine at X2836).  No other posting or announcement of class cancellation should be treated as official.  
1-11

Introduction to the Course

Introduction to Concepts and Issues 

1-13

Politics & political science

Shalom, Chapter 1

Shepsle, Chapter 1

1-16

Politics & Models of Citizenship & Martin Luther King Jr. 

· Clergy letter (provoked Letter from Birmingham Jail)

· Letter from Birmingham Jail

Both available through http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/popular_king.htm)

1-17

Last day for schedule changes

1-18

Politics, Power, Conflict and Cooperation



Novit-Evans:  Politics, Conflict & Cooperation (Blackboard)

Ideology, Philosophy and Politics

1-20

Introduction to Ideologies & Political Arguments



Philosophy, Empirical Evidence, Strategy

Shalom, Chapter 2

1-23

Conservatism

Shalom, Chapter 3

1-25

Liberalism

Shalom, Chapter 4

1-27

Democratic Socialism

Shalom, Chapter 5

1-30

Other Ideologies

Shalom, Chapter 6

2-1

Socialization, Ideology, and Public Opinion



Shalom, Chapter 9

2-3 Ideology and Socialization Wrap Up

Collective Action and Politics

2-6

Rational Choice Basics



Shepsle, Chapter 2 (rough chapter -- allow plenty of time!)

2-8

Rational Choice Basics, cont.



Read Chapter 2 again



Ideology Paper Due at Class Time
2-10

Cooperation: Rational Choice Models



Shepsle, Chapter 8

2-13

Collective Action: Rational Choice Models 



Shepsle, Chapter 9 (only through page 237)

2-15

Collective Action: Olson's Logic 



Shepsle,  pp.. 237- end of chapter 9.

2-17

Public Goods, Common Goods




Shepsle, pp. 260-277 & 288-295

2-20

Externalities, Market Failures, Government Failures



Shepsle, pp. 278-287



Shalom, Chapter 11

2-22

Rational Models, Ideology, and Politics: Pulling it Together

2-24 

Exam 1

Policy Analysis and Policy Debates
2-27 – 3/3
Essentials for Policy Analysis Paper and Policy Chapters 

SPRING BREAK

3-13

Shalom, Chapter 13 (Taxation)

Take Home Quizzes for Policy Chapters due at the Beginning of Class 
3-15

Poverty, Inequality and Welfare



Shalom, Chapter 12

Take Home Quiz

3-17

Social Issues



Shalom, Chapter 14

Take Home Quiz

3-20

Racism, Sexism, and Affirmative Action



Shalom, Chapter 15

Take Home Quiz

3-22

Crime and Punishment


Shalom, Chapter 16

Take Home Quiz
3-24 Policy Paper Group Work in Class

Policy analysis grid draft due (bring 4 copies)
Democracy and Government Institutions 
3-27

Democracy Made Difficult



Novit-Evans (Blackboard)

3-29

What Political Institutions Does Large-Scale Democracy Require?  


Robert Dahl (Political Science Quarterly, 2005, p 187-198) (Blackboard)
3-31 Civic Populism, Harry Boyte, Perspectives in Politics, 2003. (Blackboard)
4-3 Comparative Democratic Institutions I

Shalom, Chapter 7  

4-5 

Comparative Democratic Institutions II

Shalom, Chapter 8 and 10

4-7 Cabinet Government and Parliamentary Democracy

Shepsle, Chapter 16 (also review discussions of Iraq government formation in news)

4-10

Majority Rule Challenges: Arrow and Cycles



Shepsle, Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 through pg. 62 

4-12 & 4-19
Basics of Spatial Voting Models



(will cover Shepsle, Chapter 5 – wait to read chapter until after 4-12)

4-21

Strategy and manipulation – Voting and Otherwise


Shepsle, Chapter 6

4-24           Voting Institutions and Representation 


Shepsle  Chapter 7

4-26

Leadership and Political Feasibility



Shepsle, Chapter 14 

4-28

Pulling It All Together!

Final Exams

9:30 Class
May 1 (10:00 – 11:40)

11:30 Class
May 3 (10:00 – 11:40)
 
