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PURPOSE, PROCEDURES, AND REQUIREMENTS 
Introduction to Politics is not an introduction to political science; it is an invitation to think about some of the perennial problems of politics.  Politics does not just happen in governments or political campaigns; every persistent human association makes collective choices; the making of those choices is the heart of politics.  
This course is one of three introductory courses offered by the Political Science Department.  PLS 121 is an introduction to the government and politics of the United States; PLS 105 is an introduction to global politics and international studies.  This course is the most “theoretical” of the three.  Its purpose is to provide you with some intellectual tools for thinking critically and intelligently about them.  Because politics is one of the domains in which we make some of our most profound choices, the underlying goal of this course is to enable you to make intelligent and principled political choices.    
READING ASSIGNMENTS 
Your reading assignments come from several sources.  For basic information and concepts, you have a textbook, Power and Choice by W. Phillip Shively available in the bookstore.  It should be your main source of the knowledge you need to inform your political thinking.  But to engage your critical thinking on the current political world, we will read excerpts from some of the most thoughtful and controversial current commentaries on world politics.  They are all provocative—some may even prove to be dead wrong, but they are should challenge your thinking about some of today’s most important issues.  Our class discussions should help you integrate the textbook knowledge with the contemporary arguments, and to begin to develop your own critical reasoning abilities about politics.   In addition, you are expected to keep up with contemporary world news in some depth—beyond the depth of a half-hour television news program. For consistent quality and breadth of coverage, I strongly recommend daily perusal of The New York Times, which is available free online by registering at http://www.nytimes.com/     I will use items from the news in my class discussions, and expect that you are keeping current with current world political developments.  
Effective classes are only possible if you have read and thought about all of the assignments before class meets, have learned the information, so that we can then go beyond the basic information to interesting problems and real world applications.   
TESTS 
Your grades in this course are derived from four writing assignments, including two exams and two take-home essays.   The mid-term and final examinations may include both objective questions and essays.  You will be informed of the exact format prior to each exam.  Objective questions may come from any of the assigned readings or from class notes.  The take-home essays will pose questions asking you to analyze contemporary issues in light of your readings.   Essay questions usually ask you to go beyond the basic information, and apply it to real political problems, compare perspectives, analyze or criticize concepts, or in some other way show that you can use what you have learned.  Students tell me that my test questions are generally more demanding than those many of you will have experienced previously are.   Whereas high school tests typically ask you either to recognize or to repeat what you have learned, the essay questions will ask you to use what you have learned as a tool to understand some public event, to support or criticize some position, or in some similar way to go beyond merely repeating the information itself.  The literary quality of your work (clarity, precision, accuracy of language, spelling and grammar) is inseparable from its “content,” and hence is also evaluated in grading.   
GRADES 
Grade Formula: 
Midterm 




25%

Power, Conflict and Collective Choice essay
25% 

Constitutional Design Paper


25% 
Final Exam




25% 
Grade Distribution

A
92-100 

B+
91-88 
B
87-82 
C+
81-78 
C
77-70 
D
69-55 
F
Below 55 
Grades in this class are not competitive.  It is to your advantage to form study groups, and to share your insights reciprocally with your classmates.   You are also expected to recognize and acknowledge assistance you receive from each other. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Any attempt to pass off another person’s work as your own constitutes plagiarism, and will be treated as a violation of the University’s policy on academic honesty.  The University Bulletin defines academic dishonesty as “engaging in any conduct which is intended or reasonably likely to confer upon oneself or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter.”   Certainly, copying another’s work on a test or other assignment, or allowing another person to copy your work would fit this description.    To avoid any inference of dishonesty, you must thoroughly cite any assistance you have received.  This could be as minimal as having a friend proofread your paper; it includes editorial assistance you receive from the writing center, friends or family, or academic tutors.  You are perfectly free to use these sources, but you must credit the assistance.  Likewise, you must cite attribution for any information you use (whether quoted or paraphrased) in writing your papers.  This includes information gained from any human being, from printed or electronic sources, or from any other medium.  You are encouraged to discuss your work with study groups as long as you are scrupulously honest in giving credit to all of those whose ideas have influenced you. 

Misuse of reserve reading materials or any other shared resources is also a violation of academic honesty.  
Infringements of University Academic Honesty standards will be handled according to the Academic dishonesty procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.   Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a zero grade on the offending paper, with no opportunity to make it up.  The newly adopted procedures for dealing with academic dishonesty are available at: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm. 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
Your attendance every class day is expected.  Class participation affects the assignment of letter grades in all borderline situations.  Enthusiastic, informed, and intelligent participation contribute positively to this portion of your grade.  Excessive absences, which constitute anything more than three missed classes per term, failure to contribute to class discussions, and obvious lack or interest or preparation count disfavorably in your final grade assignment.  

OFFICE HOURS 
My office is located in Room 429-D Administration Building.  I can be reached by telephone at 280-2570 or by e-mail at:  bevans@creighton.edu.  My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. plus other times by appointment.  I encourage you to use these opportunities to discuss your work. 
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
The following schedule and assignments are my best guesses of the dates for our individual topics.  The pace of class discussions and interests, intervening world events, or other unanticipated events may require adaptation in the specific dates, but not in the sequence of assignments.   Thus, even if the specific dates change, you should always know your assignment by following the sequence in the syllabus.  If exam or essay dates change, I will give you at least a week’s notice, but you are responsible to be in class to receive the notification.  
Introduction to Politics 
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
Aug 27
Introduction to the course 
I.  WHY POLITICS?  
Aug 29
Humans are political animals 


Shively, Chapter I 
Sept 3

Interdependence, Conflict and Cooperation 

Read excerpts from Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan at   
http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/hobbes/leviathan-contents.html 
Sept 5
Discuss sources and extent of conflict 
Sept 8
Power 

Sept 10
Power 

Robert Kaplan, Warrior Politics, Chapter 5, “Machiavellian Virtue.” 

Available on reserve.  
II.  WHY GOVERNMENT? 
Sept 12
The tragedy of the commons 
Read Garrett Hardin, The Tragedy of the Commons at 
http://www.constitution.org/cmt/tragcomm.htm 

           First essay question distributed 



Sept 15
           continued 
Sept 17
When we don’t need government and when we do need government.  
Sept 19
What is a government and what is it for?  
First essay due  

III.  NATION STATES and THEIR GOVERNMENTS 
Sept 22
Nations and States 

Shively, Chapter 3  
Sept 24
Origin of the nation state   
Sept 26
Making nations   
Sept 29
Current challenges to the nation state? 

Read Robert Kaplan, “The Coming Anarchy,” The New Republic, 1994 
http://www.theatlantic.com/election/connection/foreign/anarchy/htm 
Also available in, Robert Kaplan, The Coming Anarchy (Vintage Books, 2000)

Oct 1
More challenges 

Read Benjamin Barber, Jihad v McWorld, Chapter 10. 
Oct 3

continued 
Oct 6
Guest presentation on nationalism 
Oct 8
Review    
Oct 10
MID TERM EXAMINATION 

IV.  WHO GOVERNS?  
Oct 13
Authoritarian governments 
Shively, Chapter 9 
Oct 15
Advantages and disadvantages. 

Robert Kaplan, Is Democracy Only a Moment? 
http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97dec/democ.htm 
Also available as Chapter 2, Robert Kaplan, The Coming Anarchy, Vintage Books, 2000. 
Oct 17
Democratic governments:  What is a democracy? 

Shively, Chapter 8 and Robert Dahl, On Democracy, Chapter 4, 35-44 

Oct 20, 22, 24
FALL BREAK 
Oct 27
What does it take to make them work? 

Robert Dahl, On Democracy, 83-145 

Oct 29

Democracies in practice 


Robert Dahl, On Democracy 145-189 
Oct 31
Fareed Zacharia The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad, pp. 13-27.  Available on reserve
Nov 3
continued 

V.  GOVERNING INSTITUTIONS 

Nov 5
Institutions matter 
Nov 10

Constitutions 

Shively, Chapter 10, pp. 204-210 

Robert Dahl, On Democracy, chapter 10 


Essay assignment distributed: Designing a constitution for Iraq 
Nov 12

Concentrated or dispersed power 


Shively, Chapter 10, pp. 210-223 and Dahl, On Democracy, chapter 9

Nov 14

Parliaments and Presidents 

Shively, Chapters 14 and 15 
Nov 17

Discussion on designing institutions 

VI.  GLOBAL POLITICS 
Nov 19
Global Politics and Transnational Institutions 


Shively, Chapter 18

Essay assignment due 
Nov. 21
Thomas Friedman, “The Lexus and the Olive Tree” and  “The Golden Arches Theory of Conflict Prevention” in Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree, Anchor Books, 2000. Available on reserve 
Nov. 24
continued 
Nov 26 & 29
Thanksgiving 
Dec. 1

Global conflicts, continued 
Benjamin Barber, Jihad v McWorld, both Introductions and Chapter 15 
Dec 3

Global conflicts continued 

Benjamin Barber, Jihad v McWorld, Ch. 19 and Afterward 
Dec 5
continued


Dec 8
Politics of the Future 
Dec 10
continued 
Dec 12
Review 
Dec 15
FINAL EXAMINATION
