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Course Description: 

This course is an introductory undergraduate class, which fulfills one of the two required social science classes in the Core Curriculum. It is also intended to be one of two introductory courses for the International Studies major. This class tries to give students an elementary analytical framework from which to understand contemporary world events. Students will be introduced to a variety of theoretical and ideological perspectives on such issues as international security, socio-economic & political development, and human rights. The influence and power of nation-states, international organizations and non-state actors on international order and disorder will also be considered.


No previous coursework in political science is required. Hopefully, however, this course will help the student to continue a life-long learning experience of global citizenship and commitment to improve the human condition. 

Course Goals: 
By the end of the course, students who complete all assignments should be able to:  

       Recognize fundamental challenges of contemporary world politics

       Understand the roles that citizens and institutions play in addressing these challenges

       Analyze political consequences of decisions by international and national institutional structures and individual behavior

       Know fundamental concepts used in political science to study international political behavior and institutions

       Use and evaluate evidence in debates of issues in world politics 

Required Readings: 
1)    Goldstein, International Relations, 5th Edition, Longman, 2004

2)    Art & Jervis, International Politics, 6th Edition, Longman, 2003

3)    Rourke, Taking Sides – World Politics, 11th Edition, McGraw Hill Dushkin, 2004.

4)    Class Handouts

Recommended Readings: 
NY Times (Daily) (print subscriptions available at Student Center); Economist, (weekly); Foreign Affairs, (bi-monthly). 

Requirements: 


A) Three - Five Page Issues Papers.

1.   Personal Political Reflection (After 9/11)(10%)

2.   Debate Paper #1 (Identity/Security) (15%)

3.   Debate Paper #2 (Resources/Rights) (15%)

  

B) Midterm Exam (take home) – 20%

C) Final Exam (take home) – 20%

D) Group projects & Participation - 20% - Attendance will be recorded. All absences beyond 3 will result in 2-point deduction from this requirement. Grades are A-C-F. You must receive an “A” in this category to get an “A” for the course.

Journals of current events and commentary may be turned in for extra credit. "Op-ed" essays submitted and published in the Creightonian receive double extra credit. 

Academic Dishonesty on any major test, paper, or assignment will be punished with failure for the entire course. The Creighton University Bulletin defines academic dishonesty as “engaging in any conduct which is intended or reasonably likely to confer upon oneself or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter”. It is most unfortunate that this area of academic life has turned into a legal battleground for students and teachers alike. Most students understand the most blatant abuses of copying the work of others or having others do the work for you. Editorial assistance from friends, tutors, or the Writing Center will not be penalized but should be noted. Resubmission of papers written for other courses without prior approval of the instructor is not allowed. Violations of University Academic honesty standards will be treated according to procedures listed in the Creighton Student Handbook. 
General information about writing papers 
Papers should be double spaced, and typed or word-processed. Bibliography and statistical tables or appendices should not be counted toward page requirements. All sources should be cited and referenced in endnotes using a bibliographic format. (Consult stylebook if necessary) Plagiarism will be punished with an automatic failure for the entire course. Report should be broken down into sections but with continuous text on pages. All pages should be numbered. Paper will be graded according to 1) quality of analysis, 2) comprehensiveness, 3) organization & clarity of writing, and 4) punctuality. Late papers will be penalized 5 points (out of 100) for each class period that they are late.   
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