 

PLS 305

EASTERN EUROPEAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS

Instructor: Professor Terry Clark

Office: Ad 426a

e-mail: tclark@creighton.edu

PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND OBJECTIVES: The course surveys the post-communist regimes of East Central Europe. Particular attention is paid to ongoing political and economic transitions. The course is organized into two parts. Part I considers the geographical and historical context of the region, emphasizing the Soviet period. It concludes with a careful consideration of the revolutions of 1989. Part II of the course focuses on current problems along three dimensions: the transition to democracy, the transition to a market economy, and problems of nationalism. 

We will approach the study of the region from a comparative perspective. That is, while we will consider the details of transitional problems in specific countries, we will do so in order to compare and contrast them with those being encountered in other countries of the region as well as the world in general.

The objectives of this course are 1) to develop a familiarity with the politics and governments of post-communist East Central Europe, 2) to develop critical thinking skills, 3) to develop writing skills, and 4) to develop advanced reading skills.

TEXTBOOKS: The following four (4) texts will be required for the course. 

Bunce, Valerie. Subversive Institutions: The Design and the Destruction of Socialism and the State. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999. (B)

Fowkes, Ben. The Post-Communist Era: Change and Continuity in Eastern Europe. NY: St. Martin's Press, Inc., 1999. (F)

Gill, Graeme. Democracy and Post-Communism: Political Change in the Post-Communist World. London: Routledge, 2002. (G)

Holmes, Leslie. Post-Communism: An Introduction. Durham: Duke University Press, 1997. (H) 

EVALUATION: Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of two exams, each worth 20% of the final course grade; a term paper worth 20% of the course grade; two in-class presentations, each worth 10% of the course grade; unannounced quizzes worth 10% of the course grade, and participation worth 10% of the course grade. Grades for each requirement will be assigned from 0 to 100. The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.

93 to 100 A

88 to 92 B+

83 to 87 B

78 to 82 C+

70 to 77 C

60 to 69 D

below 60 F
Participation: Readings for the course are listed in the assignment section of this syllabus. Please, read the assigned materials before each scheduled class. In the expectation that you have done so, I will feel free to call upon students to respond to questions based on the readings. Even if I do not call on you, you should make sure that you read and comprehend the assignments since I do not intend to lecture "from the book." Instead, I will use the readings as a "springboard" for the day's lecture.

Since this course covers contemporary issues, I expect you to stay informed of current developments affecting the former Soviet Union by reading a newspaper with good international coverage such as the New York Times or The Wall Street Journal. Current events will be a frequent topic of discussion in class, especially during the final portion of the course.

Unannounced Quizzes: As a further incentive for you to read and participate in class, there will be several unannounced quizzes during the semester. The quizzes are designed to test your understanding of the basic ideas and concepts introduced in the assigned readings before they are discussed in class. They will be worth 10% of the final grade. There will be no make-up quizzes. Unless you have an appropriate excuse, you will receive a zero for each quiz missed.

In-Class Presentations: Each student will make two ten minute presentations over the course of the semester on an assigned country chosen from the following list: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, and Slovenia. The first presentation will cover a brief political history of the country prior to and during the communist era. The second presentation will cover the political history of the post-communist period and an overview of the country's post-communist political structure. Students should take to insure that they cover important political topics such as the structure of the party system, political issues, and foreign relations in both presentations.

The presentations will be formal presentations. Students should make maximum use of presentation aids. Each presentation will be worth 10% of the course grade. I will use the following scale to grade the presentations.

Poise and maturity 20 points

Clarity 15 points

Appropriate use of aids 15 points

Appropriate level of information 30 points

Importance of issues discussed 20 points

Written Assignments: This is a certified writing course. To meet the requirement, you will submit an argumentative essay. The point of the essay is to develop an argument in favor of one solution/answer to the question. You should ask questions such as "why" or "how". Avoid "what" questions; they tend to digress into mere encyclopedia searches or retelling of facts. 

The essay will be approximately ten to fifteen pages in length and will address some current political, economic, or social issue in East Central Europe. Sources must be properly cited in your essay in accordance with either the MLA or APA style. Topics will be submitted in question format to the instructor for approval no later than March 22. Those failing to submit a question by this date will lose ten points from their final paper grade. Further, any paper submitted on a topic other than a topic approved in advance by the instructor shall receive a failing grade. 

A first draft of the argumentative essay will be due April 7; the final paper will be due April 30. I do not accept either drafts or papers by e-mail. The first draft is worth 33% of the grade for the paper; the final paper is worth 67% of the grade for the paper. Students writing good papers on particularly interesting topics will be given an opportunity to present their thesis in class for extra credit.

Each submission will be graded on the following scale.

Style

Grammar 10 points

Clarity 10 points

Content

Introduction

Framing the Question and 5 points

Stating the Question

Defining Key Terms 5 points

Importance of the Question 5 points

Identification of the Thesis 5 points

Identification of Alternative 10 points

Arguments

Presentation of the Argument 30 points

Summary and Implications 10 points

Citations

Footnotes and Bibliography 10 points

Late Submission Policy: Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due. Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited. The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.

Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm). Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgement that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from priorwork submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students. 

OFFICE HOURS: Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments. Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance. My office hours are listed on the front page of this syllabus. You can also reach me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.). 

 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Topic Date Readings

East Central Europe Jan 14 Choose Country

Marxism Jan 16 H, 3-13

F, 1-11

The Stalinist Model Jan 19-23 H, 135-141, 198-205, 234- 240, 267-277, 282-286, 304 -309

Geographic and Historical Context Jan 26- Feb 6 First Country Presentation

The Revolutions of 1989 Feb 9-11 H, 63-132

F, 11-22

Explaining 1989 I Feb 13 H, 1-62

Explaining 1989 II Feb 16-18 B, 1-164

FIRST EXAMINATION - February 20

Post-1989 Feb 23- Mar 5 Second Country Presentation 

SPRING BREAK - March 8-12

The "Triple Transition" Mar 15 F, 23-75

Political Transformation Mar 17 H, 133-197

NO CLASS Mar 19

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY TOPICS DUE - March 22

Economic Reform I Mar 22-24 H, 198-233

Economic Reform II Mar 26-29 F, 109-131

Social Transformation I Mar 31 H, 234-266

F, 132-149

DRAFT ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY DUE - April 5

Social Transformation II Apr 2-5 H, 267-303

Democratization I Apr 7 G, 1-82

EASTER BREAK - April 9-12

Democratization II Apr 14 G, 83-111

NO CLASS Apr 16

Democratization III Apr 19 G, 111-173

Democratization IV Apr 21 G, 174-203

The Crisis of Identity Apr 23 F, 76-108

Rejoining Europe Apr 26 H, 304-326 

Special Issues Apr 28-30 none

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY DUE - April 30

SECOND EXAMINATION - 10:00 -11:40 A.M., May 7

