PLS 310 Political Science Research Methods
Instructor: Dr. Sue Crawford
Office: Ad. 432A
Phone: 280-2569
E-mail: crawford@creighton.edu
PURPOSE
This course teaches you to design and conduct research, to read and critically analyze evidence provided by others, and to work with peers on research. These skills are important, not only for PLS 491, but also for employment in almost any field. The lab sessions provide experience solving research problems, provide familiarity with various computer applications and test your understanding of course concepts.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Reading Requirements
Three books are required for the course. Please purchase them at the Creighton bookstore. 

· White, Louise G. 1994. Political Analysis: Technique and Practice, Third edition. Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing. 

· Rowntree, Derek. 1981. Statistics without Tears: A Primer for Non-Mathematicians. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (Also available on reserve) 

· Shively, W. Phillips. 1998. The Craft of Political Research, 4th Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. (Also available on reserve) 

  Most of the assigned reading comes from the three textbooks. Copies of other assigned readings will be left in the Spillane Room. 

Class Sessions
You are responsible for material covered during class -- some of which will not be in the texts. Attendance is required. Each absence, after two absences, deducts five points from your points for the course. Participation for class requires reading the assigned readings and completing assigned exercises. Assigned exercises will be collected and graded periodically. Completing assignments and participation in class accounts for 50 points. 

Lab Sessions
Lab sections provide opportunities to apply or test the material covered in the text and the lectures. Lab sections meet in the Spillane Room and in the computer lab. The labs will combine hands-on projects and quizzes. We will have at least 9 graded labs or quizzes worth 15 points each. I will take your top 8 grades. No make up grades will be allowed.  

Research Design
The major project for the semester is a research design. The research design enables you to use the techniques and knowledge gained over the semester. It can also provide a jump start for PLS 491. The research design should be 10 - 15 pages. A draft of the first sections of the research design is due March 18. The final version is due April 24. The successful completion of all steps of the process on time is worth 15 points. The first draft is worth 25 points and the final version is worth 50 points.  

Data Project 
Each student conducts an independent data analysis. The data project consists of identifying a hypothesis about a relationship, using the data to test the hypothesis, writing a short (2-5 page) report on the hypothesis and conclusions, and presenting the conclusions to the class or to your lab. The report is worth 25 points and the presentation is worth 10 points.  

Exams
The exams include two in class exams worth 50 points each and a final worth 100 points. The exams cover material from the text, class, and the labs. The final is cumulative.  

COURSE GRADES
Letter grades are assigned based on the percentage of total points earned. The points available from each component of the class are listed below: 

Class Attendance/Assignments 50 points

Lab Projects and Quizzes 120 points

Research Design 75 points

Data Project 35 points

Exams 200 points  

SOME GROUND RULES
Missing quizzes, exams and assignments: Missing quizzes, exams and written assignments are assigned 0 points. Failure to attend the class period in which an exam is given without prior arrangements is considered missing an exam. Failure to attend a lab section in which a quiz is given is considered missing a quiz. Failure to turn in an exam or quiz also qualifies it as a missing exam. No make up exams or quizzes will be given. 

Late assignments : The deadlines for this class are firm. All written assignments are due on the date indicated in the syllabus or on handouts provided in class. Your assignment will be penalized by one full letter grade for each day late.

Work must be your own: Questions of academic honesty are taken very seriously. Cheating or plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. Refer to the student handbook for college policy on academic honesty.   

COURSE SCHEDULE
Complete the readings before class for each date. 

Introduction

Asking Empirical Questions
 Politics and Analysis

White, pp. 1-21


Political Science as Science


Research and Theories

Shively, Chapter 1 


Grounding Research in Literature

Johnson and Josyln, pp. 153-169 (in the Spillane Room)


Research Questions and Research Design
Research Questions

White, Chapter 2 


Relationships

White, Chapter 3 


Models

White, Chapter 4


Review discussions of Duverger and Downs in Shively, Chapter 1 

 

Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Research Designs

White, pp. 109-116


*Research Question for Research Design Due (2 copies)


Correlational Research Designs

White, pp. 117-128


Qualitative Research Designs

White, pp. 128-130

Agranoff and Radin, pp. 203-231 (in the Spillane Room) 

 
A Second Look at Research Design

Shively, Chapter 6


Exam 1 


Finding Information 

Concepts and Variables

White, pp. 141-162

Shively, Chapter 3 


Accuracy

Shively, Chapter 4


Concepts and Variables, cont.

White, pp. 162-170

Shively, Chapter 5 


Surveys 

White, pp. 181-189 and 194-196

 

Sampling 

White, pp. 189-194

"Consulting the Oracle," pp. 52-55 (in Spillane Room)


Questionnaires and Interviews

White, pp. 196-198 and pp. 220-225


Field Research 

White, pp. 211-220


Secondary Data

White, pp. 239-259 


Secondary Data, etc.


Exam 2 


Analyzing Data
Purpose of Analysis

Rowntree, Chapter 1


Review White, Chapter 3 


Qualitative Data Analysis

White, pp. 227-228


Review White, pp. 128-131

**First Draft of Research Design Due

 Qualitative Data Analysis

 

 

Descriptive Statistics

White, pp. 275-288

Rowntree, pp.38-50

**Choice of Data for Research Project Due 


Dispersion and Distribution

White, pp. 289-297

Rowntree, p. 50-76


Samples and Populations

Rowntree, Chapter 5

 

Testing Relationships

White, pp. 305-310

Rowntree, Chapter 8

**Hypothesis for Research Project Due

 

More on Testing Relationships

Shively, pp. 94-110

 

Non-Interval Relationships

White, pp. 315-323

 

Multi-variate Statistics -- Interval

White, pp. 332-337

 

Multi-variate Analysis

 

Statistical Significance

Rowntree, pp. 102-121

 

No Class -- Attend Midwest Student Research Conference Sessions

 

Z, T, and F tests

White, pp. 360-363

Rowntree, pp. 139-150

 

Chi-Square

White, pp. 354-358

Rowntree, pp. 150-154

 No Class

**Final Version of Research Design Due in my PLS mailbox

 

Research Presentations and Review

**Final Version of Research Project 

Final Exam  

