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Course Description  

    This course provides a general overview of the political problems associated with the quest for greater socio‑economic development in Latin America. Among the problems and perspectives examined are: colonial legacies, governmental systems, political cultures, interest groups and political parties and contemporary policy problems. In addition to these thematic perspectives, there will also be a brief analysis of contemporary events and political environments in the major countries of this region. This class fulfills Core requirements for A&S global studies  & certified writing classes.
 

Course Goals:

 

By the end of the course, students who complete all assignments should be able to:

·  

·       Recognize fundamental challenges of contemporary Latin American politics 

·       Understand the roles that Latin American citizens and institutions play in addressing these challenges 

·       Analyze political consequences of decisions by international and Latin American institutional structures and individual behavior 

·       Know fundamental concepts used in political science to study Latin American political behavior and institutions 

·       Use and evaluate evidence in debates of issues in Latin American politics

 

 Course Requirements:

 

A) Two Exams: Midterm (takehome) - 20%; Final Exam (take home) - 25%

B) One - 15 Page Country Report or Specialized Topic Report - 35%.  Mandatory revision stage. Due after midterm.

C) Participation - 10% - Attendance will be recorded. All absences beyond 3 will result in 2-point deduction from this requirement. Grades are A-C-F. You must receive an “A” in this category to get an “A” for the course.

D) Group projects - 10%. Grades are A-C-F. You must receive an “A” in this category to get an “A” for the course.
 

Journals of current events and commentary may be turned in for extra credit. "Op-ed" essays submitted and published in the Creightonian receive double extra credit.

 

Required Readings
1. Hillman, Understanding Contemporary Latin America,  2nd Ed., Lynne Reinner, 2001.

2. Prevost, Politics of Latin America, Oxford University Press, 2002.

3. Wiarda, Latin American Politics and Development, 5th Ed., Westview, 2000.

4. Goodwin, Latin America, 10th Ed., McGraw Hill/ Dushkin, 2002.

5. All handouts.

 

General information about writing papers
 

Papers should be about 15 pages in length (double spaced), and typed. Bibliography & tables or appendices should not be counted toward page requirements. All sources should be cited and referenced in end notes using a bibliographic format. (Consult style book if necessary) Plagiarism will be punished with an automatic failure for the entire course. Format: Report should be broken down into sections but with continuous text on pages.

 

Paper will be graded according to 1) quality of analysis, 2) comprehensiveness, 3) organization & clarity of writing, and 4) punctuality. Late papers will be penalized 5 points (out of 100) for each class period that they are late.

 

Stages in Writing process:

1. Students hand in outline and preliminary bibliography.

2. Students turn in final draft by deadline.

3. Students write final revisions after critique by instructor.

4. All revised papers must be turned in before finals week of semester.
 

Guidelines for Country Reports 
 

1. Introduction (1 page)

A general statement about the importance of the country and its current situation in contemporary global affairs.

 

2. Political Situation (4 pages)

A description of the current political situation and recent political changes in leadership over the past 5‑10 years. Political party leaders, ethnic or minority problems, corruption and political feuds should receive some attention. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military  and military‑civilian relations in politics. Do not provide description of formal institutions.

 

3. Military Situation (2 pages)

A description of the current military force levels and expenditures. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military  and military‑civilian relations in politics. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues.

 

4. Economic Situation (3 pages)

A description of the current economic situation including such factors as GNP, labor force by occupation, literacy & health statistics, trade, trade partners, inflation, debt, interest rates, wages, degree of foreign investment, unemployment, etc. Describe any special problems about the relationship between business, labor, agricultural and government.

 

5. International Situation  (3 pages)

Describe the current international relations situation with other nations showing priorities of special closeness or animosity. Describe general relations with U.S.. Describe relations within its geographical region. General summary of relations with other less developed nations. General summary of relations with advanced industrial countries. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues.

 

6. Conclusion (1-2 pages)

Summarize the major points from each of the preceding sections. Conclude with prediction of possible changes in the politics in this country in the  next 5 years.

 

7. Bibliography  (12‑15 sources ‑ do not use encyclopedias  but reference books are acceptable for facts and statistics). Use “scholarly journal articles” as your main references.

 

 

Guidelines for reports on political dimensions

a) a)      within a specific Latin American country or

b) b)      on the region or a sub‑region as a whole or

c) c)       comparing Latin American countries.

 

"Political" dimensions could include any one of the following:

1. political leaders (official and unofficial),

2. political groups (interest groups, movements, political parties),

3. political institutions (executive, legislative, judicial),

4. political cultures (ethnic, religious, ideological), or

5. public policies (domestic or foreign)
 

 

1. What is the Subject/ Problem?  (1-2 pages)

Describe the importance of the subject/ problem. What are the short‑term and long‑term implications of this problem?

 

2. Historical Background (2‑3 pages)

When did this problem begin? Why has it continued to be a problem? What kind of policies existed in the past to deal with this problem? How have some of these policies been changed over time?

 

3. Political Forces, Institutions or Personalities (5-6 pages)

Analyze the key elements chosen for this report. What are conflicting interpretations of the origins and influences of these elements according to scholars? Which interpretation do you support? Why?

 

4. Short term and Long Term Scenarios (2-3 pages)

What are some likely short term scenarios regarding this topic (1-2 years)? What are some likely long term scenarios regarding this topic (next 10 years)?

 

5. Conclusion & Future Prospects  (2‑3 pages)

Summarize the main points you have made in the paper. Summarize the progress that has been made and the difficulties that remain regarding the problem. In general, how optimistic or pessimistic are you about society's ability to deal with this problem in the future? 

 

6. Bibliography  (12‑15 sources ‑ do not use encyclopedias  but reference books are acceptable for facts and statistics). Use “scholarly journal articles” as your main references.
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Latin American Politics  

Class Schedule

Date 
Topic

1/15
Introduction








1/17
Native American Legacies

1/20
Native American Legacies

1/22
Latin American Colonial Systems

1/24
Latin American Colonial Systems

1/27
Political Culture

1/29
Political Culture

1/31
Military Politics

2/3
Military Politics




2/5
Religion & Politics

2/7
Religion & Politics

2/10
Political Parties

2/12
Political Institutions

2/14
Agricultural Politics – (Paper Outlines & Preliminary Bibliographies Due)

2/17
Urban Politics





2/19
US – Latin American Relations





2/21
US – Latin American Relations

2/24
US – Latin American Relations

2/26
Mid Term Exam – Take-home

2/28
Brazilian Politics 

3/3
Brazilian Politics

3/5
Brazilian Politics

3/7
Brazilian Politics 

3/10-15   Spring Break
3/17
Argentinean Politics

3/19
Argentinean Politics

3/21
Argentinean Politics

3/24
Mexican Politics
(Research Paper Draft Due)

3/26
Mexican Politics






3/28
Mexican Politics






3/31
Mexican Politics





4/2
Central American Politics






4/4
Central American Politics





4/7
Caribbean Politics

4/9
Caribbean Politics





4/11
Caribbean Politics





4/14
Caribbean Politics


4/16-21  Easter Holiday




4/23  
Service Projects

4/25  


4/28  


4/30  
Service Projects Presentations & Reflections

5/2
Evaluations & Review

5/7
Final Exam Due (Take Home)
 

Latin American Politics

Required Reading List
 

Introduction

Knippers Black, 21-39; Diamond, 1-70

 

Native American Legacies
Hillman, 9-26; Knippers Black, 40-58 

 

Latin Colonial Systems
Hillman, 27-50; Knippers Black, 59-90

 

Latin Political Cultures
Hillman, 209-344; Knippers Black, 91-144

 

Military Politics
Hillman, 95-118; Knippers Black, 232-256

Political Parties & Institutions
Hillman, 51-94; Knippers Black, 203-231

 

Agricultural & Urban Politics
Hillman, 119-150, 177-208; Knippers Black, 145-203

 

US-Latin American Relations

Knippers Black, 273-316
 

Latin American International Relations 

Hillman, 151-176; Knippers Black, 257-272
 

Brazilian Politics
Knippers Black, 577-606; Diamond, 131-190

 

Argentine  Politics
Knippers Black, 536-576; Diamond, 71-130

 

Colombian & Venezuelan Politics

Knippers Black, 455-474; Diamond, 249-308, 367-428

 

Chilean Politics
Knippers Black, 497-535; Diamond, 191-248

 

Peruvian Politics
Knippers Black, 475-496; Diamond, 309-366

 

Mexican Politics
Knippers Black, 317-350; Diamond, 519-74

 

Central American Politics
Knippers Black, 351-412; Diamond, 429-468

 

Caribbean Politics

Knippers Black, 413-454; Diamond, 469-518

 

Future of Latin America Politics

Knippers Black, 607-618

 

 

General information about writing papers
 

Papers should be about 15 pages in length (double spaced), and typed. Bibliography & tables or appendices should not be counted toward page requirements. All sources should be cited and referenced in end notes using a bibliographic format. (Consult style book if necessary) Plagiarism will be punished with an automatic failure for the entire course. Format: Report should be broken down into sections but with continuous text on pages.

 

Paper will be graded according to 1) quality of analysis, 2) comprehensiveness, 3) organization & clarity of writing, and 4) punctuality. Late papers will be penalized 5 points (out of 100) for each class period that they are late.

 

Stages in Writing process:

1. Students hand in outline and preliminary bibliography three weeks before deadline.

2. Students turn in final draft by deadline.

3. Students write final revisions after critique by instructor.

4. All revised papers must be turned in before finals week of semester.
 

Guidelines for Country Reports 
 

1. Introduction (1 page)

A general statement about the importance of the country and its current situation in contemporary global affairs.

 

2. Political Situation (4 pages)

A description of the current political situation and recent political changes in leadership over the past 5‑10 years. Political party leaders, ethnic or minority problems, corruption and political feuds should receive some attention. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military  and military‑civilian relations in politics. Do not provide description of formal institutions.

 

3. Military Situation (2 pages)

A description of the current military force levels and expenditures. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military  and military‑civilian relations in politics. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues.

 

4. Economic Situation (3 pages)

A description of the current economic situation including such factors as GNP, labor force by occupation, literacy & health statistics, trade, trade partners, inflation, debt, interest rates, wages, degree of foreign investment, unemployment, etc. Describe any special problems about the relationship between business, labor, agricultural and government.

 

5. International Situation  (3 pages)

Describe the current international relations situation with other nations showing priorities of special closeness or animosity. Describe general relations with U.S.. Describe relations within its geographical region. General summary of relations with other less developed nations. General summary of relations with advanced industrial countries. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues.

 

6. Conclusion (1-2 pages)

Summarize the major points from each of the preceding sections. Conclude with prediction of possible changes in the politics in this country in the  next 5 years.

 

7.  7.      Bibliography  (12‑15 sources ‑ do not use encyclopedias  but reference books are acceptable for facts and statistics). Use “scholarly journal articles” as your main references. 
 

 

Guidelines for reports on political dimensions

d) d)      within a specific Latin American country or

e) e)      on the region or a sub‑region as a whole or

f) f)        comparing Latin American countries.

 

"Political" dimensions could include any one of the following:

1. political leaders (official and unofficial),

2. political groups (interest groups, movements, political parties),

3. political institutions (executive, legislative, judicial),

4. political cultures (ethnic, religious, ideological), or

5. public policies (domestic or foreign)
 

 

1. What is the Subject/ Problem?  (1-2 pages)

Describe the importance of the subject/ problem. What are the short‑term and long‑term implications of this problem?

 

2. Historical Background (2‑3 pages)

When did this problem begin? Why has it continued to be a problem? What kind of policies existed in the past to deal with this problem? How have some of these policies been changed over time?

 

3. Political Forces, Institutions or Personalities (5-6 pages)

Analyze the key elements chosen for this report. What are conflicting interpretations of the origins and influences of these elements according to scholars? Which interpretation do you support? Why?

 

4. Short term and Long Term Scenarios (2-3 pages)

What are some likely short term scenarios regarding this topic (1-2 years)? What are some likely long term scenarios regarding this topic (next 10 years)?

 

5. Conclusion & Future Prospects  (2‑3 pages)

Summarize the main points you have made in the paper. Summarize the progress that has been made and the difficulties that remain regarding the problem. In general, how optimistic or pessimistic are you about society's ability to deal with this problem in the future? 

 

6. Bibliography  (12‑15 sources ‑ do not use encyclopedias  but reference books are acceptable for facts and statistics). Use “scholarly journal articles” as your main references.

 

 

 

