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Goals of the Course
· To develop an understanding of political actors and institutions at the state level. 

· To conduct comparative analysis of political actors and institutions. 

· To analyze the actors and institutions involved in various state policies. 

· To examine theories of federalism and debates about the current status of federalism and its consequences. 

· To examine the functions and roles of regional organizations. 

· To gain in-depth knowledge of the state, regional, and federal actors and institutions involved in a particular policy area.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Reading
Reading requirements include assigned readings and regular reading of news accounts of state and regional politics. The textbook readings discuss theories and analysis that are important for understanding state and regional politics and that serve as the basis for our class discussions. News coverage of state politics enables us to apply the theories and concepts in analysis of current events in the states. 
Most of the assigned readings come from the two textbooks listed below. Other assigned readings will be available on reserve.  

Gray, Virginia and Herbert Jacob. 1996. Politics in the American States: A Comparative Analysis, Sixth Edition. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly. 

Nice, David C. and Patricia Fredericksen. 1995. The Politics of Intergovernmental Relations, Second Edition. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers. 

To meet reading requirements associated with following state news, identify a news paper that covers news from a state well. Read the paper at least three times a week. Identify other news sources if possible. Some state legislatures have newsletters or web sites. Subscribe to news letters or identify web sites if they exist and follow the news available through those sources.
Exams
Exams include two unit exams worth 100 points and a comprehensive final exam worth 150 points. Exams cover material in assigned readings, class discussions and presentations, and material from state politics news. The exam format includes some mix of concept identification and essay questions. Questions test comprehension of material, ability to analyze arguments, and ability to use concepts and theories to discuss contemporary issues or to propose solutions.
Writing Assignments
State Issue Analysis
The major writing assignment for the class is a state issue analysis. Students are expected to conduct research on the paper throughout the semester. The completed paper should be 20 - 25 pages long. The state issue analysis prepares students for research as analysts, activists, and journalists.  

The state issues analysis identifies a problem being debated in a state, identifies the actors involved in the debate, analyzes government decisions that are made to address the problem, discusses ways that other states have addressed similar problems and discusses research that analyzes the consequences of different state approaches to the problem. Additional details on the requirements will be provided in class.  

Citizenship Writing
Each student writes either a letter to the editor or a letter to a public official. The letter must be concise, persuasive, and reflect information learned from following the issue. The letter is worth 20 points. Keep the letters under 2 pages; one page is best. 

Class Participation
The class is discussion-oriented. Students must attend and actively contribute to class discussions. Preparation for class requires identifying the key arguments, the evidence, and the theories or assumptions in each of the assigned readings as well as watching for news topics relevant to the topic. Students are also expected to bring material from their state issue into class discussion when appropriate.  

Class participation is worth 75 points based on attendance, preparation, and quality of discussion.  

Attendance is worth 25 points. Students lose two points for each absence after two absences. Illness and job interviews count as absences. Students who wish to earn back the point for a missed session must complete a two page paper that identifies the key arguments, the evidence, and the theories and assumptions of each author. 
 

Preparation and quality of discussion based on the readings are worth 25 points. Preparation evaluates familiarity with the material and quality of discussion evaluates ability to analyze and discuss the material.  

Class participation includes reporting on state news in class and discussing the state issue that you are following. For many class periods there will be specific assignments that require you to bring information on your state or issue to the class. 25 points will be awarded based on the completion of the assignments and the discussion of your findings in class. The first few assignments are listed in the syllabus. The remaining assignments will be posted on e-mail.  

Up to 30 points may be used for quizzes and class projects.
COURSE GRADES
The course grade is based on percentages of total points available. The percentages assigned to each letter grade and the points assigned to each component are listed below. 
A 90 - 100% B 80 - 89% C+ 77 - 79% 
C 70 - 76% D 60 - 69% F 0 - 59% 

SOME GROUND RULES
Missing exams and assignments: Missing exams and written assignments are assigned 0 points. Failure to attend the class period in which an exam is given without prior arrangements is considered missing an exam. Failure to turn in an exam also qualifies as missing an exam. 

Late assignments: You need to make arrangements at least two days ahead of time if you need to hand in an assignment late. If you have not made such arrangements, your assignment will be penalized by one half of a letter grade for each day late. This same rule applies to any new due date set with the instructor’s permission. 

Work must be your own: I take issues of academic honesty very seriously. Cheating or plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. Refer to the student handbook for college policy on academic honesty.   

COURSE SCHEDULE
Introduction to the course 

STATE INSTITUTIONS
Context of State Politics
Gray and Jacob, Chapter 1
 

State Legislatures -- Elections and Legislators
Gray and Jacob, pp. 159-183
*Choice of state due
 

State Legislatures -- Organization and Functions
Gray and Jacob, pp. 184-202 

 

*Bring information about legislature in your state
--session length, organizational structure, party strength, issues
*Select an issue to follow
 

Interest Groups -- Types and Patterns
Gray and Jacob, pp. 122-138
*Identify interest groups that might be active in the debate over your issue
 

Interest Groups -- Strategies and Theories
Gray and Jacob, pp. 138-155
                *What strategies do you expect interest groups involved in your issue to use? 

*What interest groups do you expect to be most powerful?
State Parties -- Organization
Gray and Jacob, pp. 78-99
 

State Parties -- Nominations and Competition
Gray and Jacob, pp. 99-109
 

Participation in State Politics
Gray and Jacob, pp. 109-118
 

Governors -- Elections
Gray and Jacob, pp. 207-221
 

Governors -- Powers
Gray and Jacob, pp. 221-238
 

Governors -- Responsibilities
Gray and Jacob, pp. 238-250
 

State Courts
Gray and Jacob, Chapter 7
 

Bureaucracy -- Responsibilities and Reforms
Gray and Jacob, pp. 286-305
 

Bureaucracy -- Political Context
Gray and Jacob, pp. 305-314
 

Exam 1 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
Theories and Background
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 1
 

Politics
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 2
 

Fiscal Federalism
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 3
*Outline and Bibliography Due
 

National-State Relations
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 4
 

Interstate Relations
Nice and Fredricksen, pp. 121-139
 

Regional Organizations and Regionalism
Nice and Fredricksen, pp. 141-144
Readings to be assigned
 

SPRING BREAK
State-Local Relations
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 6
 

National-Local Relations
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 7
 

Interlocal Relations
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 8
 

Federalism, Setting and Future
Nice and Fredricksen, Chapter 9
 

Exam 2 

 

PROBLEMS, POLICIES, REFORMS, AND CONSEQUENCES
(Presentations of State Issue Papers)
 

                April 2 Taxing and Spending 

Gray and Jacob, pp. 319-345
 

Politics of Taxation
Gray and Jacob, pp. 345-357
 

Crime Trends
Gray and Jacob, pp. 361-381
 

Crime Prevention Policy and Consequences 
Gray and Jacob, pp. 381-397 
*First Draft of State Issue Report Due
 

No Class
 

Health and Welfare Politics
Gray and Jacob, pp. 399-418
 

Health and Welfare Proposals
Gray and Jacob, pp. 418-435
 

 

Family Policy
Gray and Jacob, Chapter 15
 

Education Policies and Trends
Gray and Jacob, pp. 438-460
 

Education Reforms
Gray and Jacob, pp. 460-474
*Final Draft of State Issue Report Due
                Economic Development and Environmental Regulation -- Trends and Theories 

Gray and Jacob, pp. 478-500
 

Economic Development and Environmental Regulation -- Cases
Gray and Jacob, pp. 500-513
*Citizenship Writing Assignment Due
 

Economic Development and Infrastructure
Gray and Jacob, Chapter 14
 

                May 2 Policy Comparisons and Other Policies 

Final at 8:00 am
