PLS 328 – Political Science Research Methods
 
	Overview
This class examines the role of the media in American politics.  The first third of the course focuses on the interaction between the media and the mass public.  The second third examines the role of the media in political campaigns. In the last third of the course, we look at the relationship between the government and the media.
	Dr. Graham P. Ramsden
Administration Building 429c
280-4711
gpr@creighton.edu
 
 


Texts:
Doris A. Graber, Mass Media and American Politics (Congressional Quarterly Press, 2006).

Thomas E. Patterson, Out of Order (Vintage Books, 1994).

Larry J. Sabato, Feeding Frenzy (Lanahan Publishers, 2000).


Course Requirements:
Lectures:  I will not take attendance, but I can assure you that continual absences will cause you to fall behind.  Also, your participation is an integral part of the course, and you can't participate if you don't show up.  

Readings:  I consider the readings a crucial part of the course.  When we discuss them in class, I’ll assign each of you specific chapters to report on to the rest of the class. You will be responsible for the readings on the exams!

Essay assignments:  Over the course of the semester, I will ask you to write two 10 page essays.  Each will be worth 20% of your final grade.  Each essay requires you to explain some event, trend, or phenomenon in the field of American media politics. You will receive a detailed description of this assignment in class. Papers received after 4.00pm on the due date will be docked a letter grade. Written medical excuses provide the only exception.

Examinations:  There will be two exams and a final, each worth 20% of your grade.  Each exam will contain a mixture of short identification and essay questions.

Guest lecturers:  At some point during the semester, I hope to bring in a guest lecturer or two. Attendance at these sessions is absolutely mandatory, and I expect you to be prepared with insightful comments and questions!

Other Stuff:
Academic honesty: You are expected to abide by the University's policy on academic honesty. It says:

"Academic or academic-related misconduct includes, but is not limited to, unauthorized collaboration or use of external information during examinations; plagiarizing or representing another's ideas as one's own; furnishing false academic information to the University; falsely obtaining, distributing, using or receiving test materials; falsifying academic records; falsifying clinical reports or otherwise endangering the well-being of patients involved in the teaching process; misusing academic resources; defacing or tampering with library materials; obtaining or gaining unauthorized access to examinations or academic research material; soliciting or offering unauthorized academic information or materials; improperly altering or inducing another to improperly alter any academic record; or engaging in any conduct which is intended or reasonably likely to confer upon one's self or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter."  For more details, click here.

Cell phones: Turn off your cell phone before class!! Turn off your cell phone before class!! Get it? Turn off your cell phone before class!! 

Schedule of Readings and Lectures:
	Date
	Introduction & course overview.
Structure and functions of the mass media.
Graber, pp. 1-12.
 

	
	The news media and government control.
Graber, pp. 17-30.
 

	
	Media ownership - does it matter?
Graber, pp. 31-40.
 

	
	Press freedom and the law.
Graber, pp. 55-85.
 

	
	Press freedom and the law (continued).
 

	
	Television and its role in modern society.
 

	
	Out of Order. Patterson, pp. 3-93.
 

	
	Out of Order. Patterson, pp. 94-175.
 

	
	Out of Order. Patterson, pp. 176-250.
 

	
	Media  influences on attitudes and behavior.
Graber, pp. 12-17, 182-217.
 

	
	Media influences on attitudes and behavior (continued).
 

	
	Determining what becomes news.
Graber, pp. 86-125.
 

	
	Determining what becomes news (continued).
 

	
	The reporting of extraordinary events.
Graber, pp. 126-147.
 

	
	Media bias: Is it just political?
Tim Groseclose and Jeffrey Milyo, A Measure of Media Bias.
 

	
	Media bias (continued).
 

	
	First exam!!
 

	
	Class discussion of research papers.
 

	
	The media and campaigns for elective office.
Graber, pp. 218-247.
 

	
	Running for office - "free"media.
 

	
	Feeding Frenzy. Sabato, pp. 1-96.
 

	
	Feeding Frenzy. Sabato, pp. 97-143.
 

	
	"The Unraveling of the Candidate".
First paper due!!
 

	
	No class - Spring break!!
 

	
	Campaign commercials.
 

	
	Campaign commercials (continued).
 

	
	Campaign commercials (continued).
 

	
	Presidential debates.
 

	
	Presidential debates (continued).
 

	
	No class - 2005 Midwest Political Science Student Conference; University of Minnesota, Mankato.
 

	
	The internet and political campaigns.
 

	
	Second exam!!
 

	
	The internet and politics.
 

	
	Blogs.
 

	
	Presidents and the media.
Graber, pp. 248-286.
 

	
	Presidents and the media (continued).
 

	
	Congress and the media.
 

	
	Congress and the media (continued).
Second paper due!!
 

	
 
	No class 

	
	The media and the courts.
Graber, pp. 287-296.
 

	
	State and local news.
Graber, pp. 296-317.
 

	
	Foreign policy and the media.
Graber, pp. 318-351.
 

	
	Media politics in Britain - a comparative perspective.
 

	
	Question time in the House of Commons - a media event.
 

	
	Final Examination!!  


