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In this course, we examine American environmental problems from a political perspective. My primary goal is to give you an understanding of the political context within which policy makers attempt to solve these problems.  By the end of the course, you should fully appreciate the formidable obstacles these policy makers face.  
Required Reading:   
Duany, Andres, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck. 2000. Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream. New York: North Point Press.   
Ernst, Howard R. 2003. Chesapeake Bay Blues: Science, Politics, and the Struggle to Save the Bay. New York: Rowman and Littlefield.   
Gore, Albert, Jr.  1993. Earth in the Balance: Ecology and the Human Spirit. New York: Penguin Books, USA.   
Huber, Peter. 2000. Hard Green: Saving the Environment from the Environmentalists – A Conservative Manifesto. New York: Basic Books.   
Course Requirements: 
Lectures:  Class meets from 10:30 to 11:20 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in A435.  Turn off your cell phone before class!!!!!   
Attendance and participation: Regular attendance is required!! Your participation is an integral part of the course, and you can’t participate if you don't show up.  The class is relatively small, so it needs everyone’s active involvement.  Class participation constitutes 10% of your final grade.  Nearly all of this will come from my evaluation of your reports to the class on portions of the assigned readings. 
Policy Papers: Over the course of the semester, I will ask you to write two 10-page papers explaining the success or failure of a given environmental initiative in the political arena.  The first of these will constitute 20% of your final grade.  The second will be worth 30%.   
Examinations:  There will be a midterm and a final, each worth 20% of your grade.  Each exam will contain a mixture of short identification and essay questions.  Neither will be cumulative. 
  
Other Concerns: 
Office Hours: My official office hours are from 12:30 to 3:30 on Friday.  Generally speaking, however, you’re free to drop by anytime my door is open.  
Academic Honesty: Cheat and you flunk.  Cheating involves copying during an exam, or copying without attribution when writing a paper.  Every student should abide by and be familiar with the university’s policy on academic honesty.  The paper assignments are specialized enough that finding anything useful to copy would be very difficult.  In short, don’t do it!  It’s a quick way to wreck your college career.  
Schedule of Readings and Lectures:   
1.       August 27. Course overview, administrative details.   
2.       August 29. Ecosystem interdependence.

[September 1.  No class.  Labor Day!!] 
3.       September 3. Public opinion: The dominant social paradigm and its consequences for the environment.   
4.       September 5. Public opinion and environmental issues.   
5.       September 8. Democracy, American constitutional arrangements, and the environment.
6.       September 10. The policy making process.
7.       September 12. Earth in the Balance.
Gore, pp. 1-196.
8.       September 15. Earth in the Balance.
Gore, pp. 197-368.
9.       September 17. Earth in the Balance – review and critique.
10.   September 19. Incrementalism, uncertainty, and the short-term perspective.
11.   September 22. The “Tragedy of the Commons”.
12.   September 24. NIMBY (not in my backyard).
13.   September 26. Hard Green: Saving the Environment from the Environmentalists
Huber, introduction and chapters 1-5.
14.   September 29. Hard Green: Saving the Environment from the Environmentalists
Huber, chapters 6-11 and conclusion. 
15.   October 1. Hard Green: Saving the Environment from the Environmentalists – review and critique.

[October 3. No Class. Professor in DC]
16.   October 6. Regulatory agencies and the environment. 
17.   October 8. Approaches to environmental regulation.
18.   October 10. Major environmental legislation since 1960.
19.   October 13. Midterm examination!!  
20.   October 15. Political parties and the environment.  
21.   October 17. Environmental policy making in the U.S. Senate.

[October 20, 22, 24.  No class.  Fall break!!]
22.   October 27. Environmental ideologies.
23.   October 29. Environmental interest groups.
24.   October 31. Interest groups: The Sierra Club and the Nature Conservancy.
25.   November 3. Interest groups: Earth First! and the environmental radicals.
First policy paper due!!
26.   November 5. Suburban Nation.
Duany, et. al., pp. ix-xiv, 1-57.
27.   November 7. Suburban Nation.
Duany, et. al., pp. 59-151.
28.   November 10. Suburban Nation.
Duany, et. al., pp. 153-261.
29.   November 12. Interest groups: McDonald’s and corporate responsibility.
30.   November 14. Overgrazing in the American west. 
31.   November 17. The “Buffalo Commons” and rural depopulation.
32.   November 19. Chesapeake Bay Blues.
Ernst, pp. 1-49.
33.   November 21. Chesapeake Bay Blues.
Ernst, pp. 53-106.
34.   November 24. Chesapeake Bay Blues.
Ernst, pp. 107-145.

[November 26 and 28.  No class.  Thanksgiving!!]
35.   December 1. Forests, timber management, and the Northern Spotted Owl..
36.   December 3. Environmental politics in Montana.
37.   December 5. Mining on Federal lands, and the Mining Law of 1872.
Second policy paper due!!
38.   December 8. Coalbed methane extraction in Wyoming.
39.   December 10. The battle over the Platte River.
40.   December 12. The future seen by Wright and Kaplan (the optimists vs. the pessimists).
41.   December 17. Final Examination! 10.00am – 11.40am. 
  
