  
  
PLS 342 
FOREIGN POLICY AND DIPLOMACY OF MAJOR POWERS: 
RUSSIA 

Instructor:  Dr. Terry Clark 
Office:


280-4712, Ad426a 
e-mail:  

tclark@creighton.edu   

PURPOSE:  The course introduces students to the evolving contours of Russian foreign policy.  It is structured to place analysis of these trends within an historical context.  Materials will be covered in three parts.  Part I of the course will consider the geographical and historical context of Russian foreign policy before the Bolshevik Revolution.  Part II will examine Soviet foreign policy up to and including the collapse of the USSR in late 1991.  Part III will focus on Russian foreign policy developments since the collapse. 

TEXTBOOKS:  Students will be required to purchase the following texts. 

Donaldson, Robert H. and Joseph L. Nogee.  The Foreign Policy of Russia: Changing Systems, Enduring Interests.  2nd edition.  Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2002.  (DN) 

Ivanov, Igor S.  The New Russian Diplomacy. Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institute Press, 2002.  (I) 

Lo, Bobo.  Russian Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era.  NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.  (L) 

EVALUATION: You will be evaluated on the basis of one hourly examination, a book report, an argumentative essay, a comprehensive final examination, unannounced quizzes, and class participation. The weight for each component is as follows: 


hourly examination





20% 


book report






20% 


argumentative essay





20% 


final examination





20% 


unannounced quizzes





10% 


participation





10% 


Points for each requirement will be assigned from 0 to 100.  The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.   


93 to 100




A 


88 to 92




B+ 


83 to 87




B 


78 to 82




C+ 


70 to 77




C 


60 to 69




D 


below 60




E 

Class Participation: Twenty percent of your final grade will be determined based upon your participation in class. You will be penalized one point on your final grade for every class missed over a limit of three. 

 
You are expected to engage in class discussions based on the readings and lectures.  Readings for the course are listed in the assignment section of this syllabus.  Please, read the assigned materials before each scheduled class.  In the expectation that you have done so, I will feel free to call upon students to respond to questions based on the readings.  Even if I do not call on you, you should make sure that you read and comprehend the assignments since I do not intend to lecture "from the book."  Instead, I will use the readings as a "springboard" for the day's lecture.  


Since this course covers contemporary issues, I expect you to stay informed of current developments affecting Russia by reading a newspaper with good international coverage such as the New York Times or The Wall Street Journal. Current events will be a frequent topic of discussion in class, especially during the final portion of the course. 

Unannounced Quizzes:  As a further incentive for you to read and participate in class, there will be several unannounced quizzes during the semester.  The quizzes are designed to test your understanding of the basic ideas and concepts introduced in the assigned readings before they are discussed in class.  They will be worth 10% of the final grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  Unless you have an appropriate excuse, you will receive a zero for each quiz missed. 

Argumentative Essay: Since this is a certified writing course, a major requirement is an argumentative essay of approximately fifteen to twenty pages in length, double-spaced, and typewritten.  The paper must be properly documented with citations and a bibliography in accordance with either of the two styles contained in The Brief Holt Handbook. 


Essay topics must be approved by the instructor not later than February 24.  Papers which have been written, or are being written, for other courses will not be accepted.  Students will give five minute oral presentations of their essays during the period April 16 to April 23.  A first draft of the essay is due April 7.  The draft will be graded and returned with comments for improvements.  The final version of the paper is due May 2.  


The argumentative essay will be worth 30% of the course grade.  The final grade for the essay will be the average of the two submissions (forty percent each) and the oral presentation (twenty percent). 


Essays will address some current, controversial aspect of Russian foreign policy.  They must consist of more than a simple "retelling" of events.  As an example, students might seek to explain why a given policy has been undertaken or argue for adoption of a policy course from a selection of alternatives.  


The argumentative essays will be evaluated based on grammar, style, logic, and content using the following scale:   


Style: 



Grammar




10 points 



Clarity





10 points 


Content:




Statement and Importance of


10 points 



 the Question 



Statement of the Thesis


10 points 



Logic and Presentation of


40 points 



 the Argument


  



Conclusions and Implications


10 points 



Bibliography and Citations


10 points 

Late Submission Policy: Should you have a problem with meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late.    

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course. 


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgement that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments.  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance.  My office hours are posted at the top of the first page of this syllabus.  In addition, you may reach me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.).  

ASSIGNMENTS: Students are to have read assignments by the first day noted below.  

Date


Topic




Assignment 

Jan 15


Course Orientation


None 

Jan 17


Geographic Factors


DN, 17-19 

Jan 20-24

The Tsarist Legacy


DN, 17-36 

Jan 27-31
The Bolshevik Legacy


DN, 37-74 

Feb 3-5

The Stalin Era



DN, 58-74 

Feb 7-12

The Cold War



DN, 75-119 

Feb 14


Writing in the Social Sciences
None 

Feb 17


First Hourly Exam


Feb 19-21

The History of Post-Soviet

DN, 120-137, 




Russian Foreign Policy

328-342 

ESSAY TOPIC DUE - February 24 

Feb 24-26

The Russian Foreign Policy

DN, 137-175 




Community



L, 30-38 

Feb 28


NO CLASS 
Mar 3


Patterns in Russian Foreign

L, 5-9 




Policy 

Mar 5-7

Determinants of Russian Foreign
L, 12-29 

  

SPRING RECESS – March 8-16   

Mar 17-19

The CIS



DN, 176-217 

Mar 21-24

Russia and the West


DN, 218-268   

Mar 26-28

Russia and the Third World

DN, 269-327 

Mar 31-Apr 2

Ideology as a Determinant of

L, 40-65 




Russian Foreign Policy 

Apr 4


NO CLASS 
FIRST DRAFT ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS DUE – April 7 
Apr 7-9

Russian Foreign Policy Concept
L, 66-87 

BOOK REVIEW (Ivanov) Due – Apr 14 
Apr 11-14

Geopolitical Considerations

L, 98-122 

Apr 16-23

Presentations 

EASTER – April 18-21  

Apr 25-28

The Russian National Interest

L, 123-156 

Apr 30-May 2

The Future of Russia? 
   
L, 157-176 

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS DUE – May 2 

May 5


FINAL EXAMINATION, 10:00 - 11:40 A.M. 

