PLS 415

Government and Politics of China

 Syllabus

Instructor:  Maorong Jiang

Email: maorongjiang@creighton.edu

Office: Ad 429E. Phone: 280-2896

Course Description:

China has undergone intense and rapid change in recent decades, reconstructing itself after a century of Western interference.  This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of government and politics in China, and to discuss the nature of its political culture, how political participation occurs, how decisions are made, and how people are mobilized for collective purposes.  It will present China in three respects.  First, it attempts to present a concrete picture of political life in China.   At present, China’s leadership and society are facing tremendous economic, social, and political challenges. Secondly, the structures and dynamics of Chinese politics will be explored.  Special attention is given to the reform era from the late 1970s to the present.  It will address the impact of the reforms on society.  Among the topics covered are China’s political institutions, the role of charismatic leaders, the Communist Party, Party factions, the People's Liberation Army, ethnic minorities, the urban workers, transformation of the countryside and the central and local government relations. Achievements, failures, obstacles, and potential development in the fields of education, social equality, human rights, legal system, environmental protection and industrial and agricultural production will be also discussed.  Thirdly, China’s foreign policy, its role in the world, and its relations with the US will be covered.  These three perspectives will be integrated throughout the course as to help the students develop their conceptual and analytical abilities.

Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is to enable the students to understand the political history, institutions and processes of the People's Republic of China.  It will analyze and study the nature and sources of governmental legitimacy, and the configuration of political institutions that make up the contemporary Chinese state.   The course will examine the structures of power in Chinese politics, and investigate the foundation of social cleavages, party systems and elites.  It will encourage students to conduct research on certain dimensions of Chinese politics, with a focus on post-reform era, and further to examine the consequences of political and economic changes with regards to China’s overall foreign policy. In the process of the course, the students are expected to understand the following questions:

· What are the nature and characteristics of Chinese politics and government?

· How has politics affected different spheres of Chinese society?

· Why has China to open itself to the outside world and embark on reforms?

· What changes have taken place since the reform of the Deng’s era?  

· What impact does the economic reform have on Chinese society?

·  What are China’s positions and changing roles in Asia and world affairs? 

· Whether China is a “strategic partner” or “potential threat” of the United States?

· What foreign policy and strategy should the United States take toward a rising China in the  21st century?

Course Requirements 

The expectation of this class is cherished in such a way that all students will learn from class discussions, debates and presentations.  Active participation in class discussion of each student is highly desired. Readings, researches and class presentation preparation are required. Specifically, there are five major requirements for this course:

1. Attendance and Participation (10%). You are required to attend class, complete assigned readings and assignments, and participate meaningfully in class discussions and activities. 

2. News Journal (10%). Throughout the term, students will be required to keep up-to-date on events in China, its relations with US with Taiwan.  A final journal is required to turn in at the end of the first 12 weeks, which include the media articles and your two short summaries.

3. Knowledge Quizzes (10%) and Mid-term/Final Exams (40%).   Two short quizzes will be given throughout the semester. The questions will test your completion and understanding of the readings assigned for the course. The class lecture notes will be also included.   

4. The final paper on chosen topics (30%) shall be turned in to the instructor before or on April 29.   The topic will be reviewed and approved by the instructor in the early stage of the preparation.

Summary of Final Grade Components:

           Attendance and participation   
10%

           News Journal assignments
            10%

           Knowledge quizzes                             10%

           Mid-term and final exams

40%

     Term paper

                        30%

Course Grading Scale:

93-100
= 
A


 

88-92
=
B+


 

82-87
=
B


 

78-81
=
C+


 

70-77
=
C


 

64-69
=
D

0-63
=
F

Requirement Policy

No make-up quizzes/exams will be conducted.  Exceptions will be made only in cases of documented illness or emergency, and only if you inform me in advance of the class. Dates of the class presentation will be assigned accordingly, but no later than April 18. Final paper is due before or on April 29. Late final paper will be penalized by 5% per day after April 29.  

Academic Integrity and Honesty

Students are expected to follow the college’s guidelines for academic honesty. You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the university Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity and honesty.  I advise you to consult the undergraduate issue of the Creighton University Bulletin 2002, pp. 87-88, the Creighton University Handbook for Students, and the statement on academic honesty at the college’s Web site at http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students.html.  Should  you have any questions concerning these guidelines, please see me.  Unless you have specific direction or permission otherwise, your work is expected to be your own and not to be work submitted for any other course.  If you are found guilty of a violation of academic honesty, your penalty will be at a minimum a zero on the relevant assignment and quite possibly an F for the course. 

Books for the Class

James C.F. Wang, Contemporary Chinese Politics (Prentice Hall, 2002)

Sujian Guo, Post-Mao China: From Totalitarianism to Authoritarianism? (Praeger, 2000)

Other handout materials will be available in class or from the Blackboard.

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments

Important Dates:

First Quiz:  February 11 (Friday)

Mid-Term Exam:  March 4 (Friday)

Spring Break (March 7 to March 11)

Second Quiz: April 15 (Friday)

Final Exam: May 4 (Wednesday, subject to change)

Term Paper Due: April 29 (Friday)

(Week One)

Introduction to the course and course requirements  

News briefing examples

(Weeks Two and Three)

A dynastic overview: Introducing Chinese Politics 

Theories of the Study of Chinese Politics  

Question discussed in class: 

Is the totalitarian model an outdated paradigm for Post-Mao China?  

Readings:


Guo, Chapter 1

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Weeks Four and Five)

Historical and Cultural Perspective

Video Presentation 

Land, People, History, and Political Tradition 

Traditional Chinese Culture and Its Political Implications 

Readings: 

Wang, Chapter 1; 

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Weeks Six and Seven)

Republican Era and the Rise of the Chinese Communist Revolution

Video Presentation 

The Communist Road to Power 1921-1949  

The Radical Social Transformation 1949-1976  

Question discussed in class: 

What Contributed to the Rise of Communism in China 
Readings:

Wang, Chapter 2; 

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Weeks Eight and Nine)

Political Ideology

Marxism-Leninism: Sources of the Chinese Political Ideology 

Maoism and “De-Maoization” 

Question discussed in class: 

Does the Communist Ideology Matter in Post-Mao China? 

Readings:

Wang, Chapter 3

Guo, Chapter 2

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Weeks Ten and Eleven)

Political Institutions and Structure of Government

The Party-State Power Structure 
Institutional Changes in Post-Mao China 

Question discussed in class: 

What is the Nature of Change: Regime Change or Developmental Change? 
Readings:

Wang, Chapter 4

Guo, pp. 15-19; Chapter 3

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

 (Weeks Twelve and Thirteen)

 Human Rights and China’s Legal System 

Social Structure and Social Control

Social Changes in Post-Mao and Post-Deng China 

Question discussed in class: 

Post-Mao Reforms: Moving toward the Rule of Law? 

Post-Mao China: Takeover by Civil Society? 
Readings:

Wang, Chapter 6

Guo, Chapter 4 and Chapter 5

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Weeks Fourteen)

Development and Economy

Post-Deng Economic Reforms 

Question discussed in class: 

Post-Deng China: Transition toward Capitalism? 

Readings:

Wang, Chapter 11; Guo, pp. 161-164;  

Guo, Chapter 6 

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

(Week Fifteen)

Theory on Chinese Foreign Policy

The Chinese Foreign Policy Decision-making 

Questions discussed in class: 

Is China a “strategic partner” or “potential threat” of the United States? 

The End or Continuity of Chinese Communism? 

Readings: 

Guo, Chapter 8

Additional Readings (Most additional readings will be available from the Blackboard)

Final Exam:  May 4 (Wednesday, subject to change)

