Usual Instructor(s): Dr. Kenneth Wise Prerequisites: Jr. Standing
Subfield Group: International Politics
Next Offered: 


PLS 451 --THEORIES OF PEACE AND WORLD ORDER

"Theories of Peace and World Order [catalog description]: investigation of attempts to define, describe, and implement plans for regional and global political order." 

Comment on the Catalog Description 

First, despite the possibility that one will construe this description in the past tense, students should realize that the instructor expects anyone to examine the past explicitly for the purpose of clarifying thought about alternative futures. 

Second, the words "regional" and "global" imply mental stretching of sovereignty beyond a statebound notion of territorial jurisdiction. Leaders of states today increasingly recognize, and even publicly admit, that they and their governments no longer hold a monopoly on the exercise of authority within their territorial jurisdictions. 

Third, "implement plans" captures the "engineering" or "applied" character of your research in this course. What shall we DO, and why. You will base your answers to these questions on your thoughtful and informed understanding of "the human predicament" and reasoned argument for choices among options. You will weigh those options by their consequences. (You, of course, get to choose the "for whom" of the consequences. You will have to defend your "for whom" decisions, however.) 

Note: Using the words "I feel" or "I believe" hint that the speaker or author is not engaging in "reasoned argument." Please hear your instructor's plea for objectivity. However, your instructor also notes the inescapability of one's basing any argument on assumptions. He asks that you be aware of and make explicit your assumptions (values) as well as your reasoning. 

Setting 

Our rewards in this class should come from both our individual research and writing as well as from discussing our common reading and individual research. The more informed each of us is for each class, the more progress we shall achieve. Your instructor will treat this course as a seminar, despite the enrollment's large size. 

One important activity in any seminar is "reviewing the literature." The "literature" of peace and world order studies stretches into multiple "disciplines," from theology to anthropology to history of law and to politics--even to the fine and performing arts. Peace studies scholars, then, face a major chore of sifting and sorting competing inquiry agenda. We will draw upon "the literature" to sketch our collective view of "peace and world order" questions. Your instructor's discussion lists in this syllabus are far from definitive. 

Another intellectual task in a seminar is sharing and testing our "naming" of things. Naming things is theory making in its most fundamental form. When we treat something we have labelled as if every comparable thing we can treat the same, we have undertaken all the steps of the scientific enterprise. But we will soon find that "peace" is as subjective an idea (or reality) as any a human mind can conjure. The shape and durability of "peace" and "world order" one perceives or desires depend on one's philosophical assumptions and experience-driven beliefs. Hence both the labels we assign and the content the labels presume to designate are eternally vulnerable to others' objection. Hence we shall wrestle eternally with definitional questions. 

As well we will examine the more concrete issues of "security," "constitutions," "world law," "institutional processes," "political consonance and assonance." You might recognize these concepts more readily as: a U.N. Charter, pacta sunt servanda (treaties are binding), third party mediation (or hot lines,) transnational political parties (e.g., social democracy), and "cold wars," and so on. 

Criteria and Evaluation (Grading)
How difficult this course is will largely be up to you. The paragraph above should alert you that this course is not a pre-packaged set of dogmas, certainly, but probably not even a clearly charted set of principles and research questions. Your instructor has imposed some structure, more to satisfy "the academic system's" expectations than his own. What you get from this course will depend upon what you and your classmates put in; to that your instructor will react in his attempt to prompt you further in your inquiry. 

Class participation (including position papers) will count for 25 percent of the final grade (40% at midterm); the midterm examination, 20 percent (40%) at midterm); the final examination, 20 percent; the research paper, 35 percent (20% at midterm) (including class presentation of the paper in final grade). 

Position Papers
During each class, one through four, your instructor will pose one or more questions specifically for a position paper. Your instructor may assign additional position papers coincident with class sessions devoted to research presentations. Keep formal citations to a minimum in position papers. Each paper is due at the class meeting scheduled immediately after the one in which your instructor assigns it. Papers should be typed, spell-checked, about 400- 500 words. Pay attention to matters of style, word use, and organization as well as clear thinking. 

Research Report

During this semester each student will prepare an original research report. The results of this endeavor should be: familiarity with the broad literature of peace research and world order studies, skill at asking questions in this field, sufficient experience to feel comfortable pursuing answers and in organizing and presenting your answers to others. Your instructor expects you to take a professional attitude toward this project and to execute it carefully. Pay attention not only to matters of substance and the canons of academia. Pay attention also to spelling, word use, organization, clarity, and style. Try to improve your skills as a writer during this project. 

Reports should be about 25 typed pages plus notes and annotated bibliography. Each student will present a first draft immediately before semester break: no exceptions! In response to the instructor's comments, each student will revise the report before giving an oral presentation drawn from (not read) the written form. Students will take into account the class discussion of their reports when revising them again before turning in the polished second draft. 

Bibliography should be no problem. Libraries in the Omaha area have thousands of works and dozens of scholarly journals on peace research and world order studies. 

Oral Presentation

Oral presenting of the findings will mean each student will benefit from all research done during the semester. Your presentation should be from notes -- NOT a reading of your paper. As a class member, be prepared to ask questions of the presenter; this may mean doing some research yourself on the topic prior to the afternoon a classmate presents it. Your purpose in asking questions is to help your classmates sharpen their thinking and improve their already good research. When you present your findings, be prepared for questions. Most presentations will be better if the presenter hands out a sheet of terms, a thesis statement, and a select bibliography during class the week BEFORE his of her assigned presentation date. 

Course Outline
Introduction.  

Current Problems, Traditional Answers, Modern Approaches.  

"Why?"  "Because.":  Values and Policy Choice.  

Start How?:  Processes of Change.  

Rethinking Security, Defense. Civilian Based Defense 

Individual consultations with your instructor.  Sign up on sheet on his door.

Research  presentations.

--kwise@creighton.edu 

