 

PLS 472

INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT

Instructor: Professor Terry Clark

Office: 280-4712, Ad 426a

e-mail: tclark@creighton.edu 
PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND OBJECTIVES: The course will be conducted as a seminar. Therefore, I will place great emphasis on active participation. We will explore the causes of international political conflict, to include interstate war, ethnic conflict, and terrorism. The focus will be on theoretical approaches. As such we will not be dealing with specific conflicts but rather why conflict occurs. 

The objectives of the seminar are to 1) identify the main theoretical ideas on why conflict occurs, 2) to develop a familiarity with the original works of key scholars, 3) to develop critical thinking skills, and 4) to develop an independent research ability.

 

TEXTBOOKS: 

Betts, Richard K., ed. Conflict after the Cold War: Arguments on Causes of War and Peace. NY: Columbia University Press, 2002. (B)

Holsti, Kalevi J. The State, War, and the State of War. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. (Ho)

Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. NY: Simon & Schuster, 1996. (Hu)

Pillar, Paul R. Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2002. (P)

Snyder, Jack. From Voting to Violence: Democratization and Nationalist Conflict. NY: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 2000. (S)

Taras, Raymond C. and Rajat Ganguly. Understanding Ethnic Conflict: The International Dimension. 2nd edition. NY: Longman, 2002. (TG)

Vasquez, John A. The War Puzzle. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993. (V)

 

EVALUATION: Because of the importance of interaction with me and your fellow seminar members, ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED. You will be deducted five points off of your final grade for each absence in excess of one. Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of four (4) short written assignments, two (2) formal powerpoint presentations, and class participation. The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.

powerpoint presentations 15% each = 30%

weekly participation 30%

short written assignments 10% each = 40%

The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.

93 to 100 A

88 to 92 B+

83 to 87 C+

70 to 77 C

60 to 69 D

below 60 F

 

Attendance: You are each permitted one unexcused absence without penalty. For every unexcused absence in excess of one, you will lose five points from your final grade. Please be sure to arrive on time. Should you be late, it is your responsibility to request that I record you as having been present. In some cases, however, you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent. I reserve the right to make the final determination. 

Class presentations: Two times during the semester each of you will make a ten minute Powerpoint presentation on an international conflict that has been approved in advance by me. Failure to do so will result in a twenty-five point penalty on the presentation. The first presentation will be on an interstate war; the second will consider an ethnic conflict or other form of intra-state conflict. Students will cover the following issues in their presentations: 1) the duration, intensity, and scope of the conflict; 2) a brief history of the conflict; 3) the outcome of the conflict; 4) interpretations of why the conflict occurred or unfolded the way it did; and 5) lessons to be learned from the conflict.

Participation: In-class discussion of the assigned reading materials is the focus and goal of this seminar. I do not intend to do much lecturing. Instead, I expect to help facilitate a discussion. Toward that end, I expect each of you to read the materials carefully and to be prepared to engage in a spirited discussion. 

At the beginning of each seminar I will randomly select one or two students to present a three to five minute presentation on the reading assignment for that seminar. These presentations will represent a major portion (one-half) of your final participation grade. Students should cover the following subjects in their presentations: 1) the author's stated and unstated assumptions, 2) the author's thesis and major points, 3) how the book relates to/compares with other works we have considered, and 4) problems with the argument (empirical, theoretical, and normative).

The remaining one-half of your participation grade will be based on the extent to which you engage in discussion and debate of the week's materials. You will be graded weekly on your participation. I expect you to ask question, probe your classmates, respond, and debate (with passion if necessary). If you are content to sit passively, then you will also have to be content to receive a zero for participation. That means that the highest grade you can achieve is a 70! There will be no "make-ups" and no "extra credit" for poor performance in participation. 

Written Assignments: You will write a short paper (approximately two to four pages in length, typewritten and double-spaced) for four of the assigned weekly readings during the course of the semester. The choice is yours as to which four they will be, but please note that there are only seven readings assignments to choose from. There will be no "make-ups" and no "extra credit" in lieu of this requirement. 

Late Submission Policy: Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due. Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late. Please take me seriously on this. More than one student's grade has suffered owing to procrastination.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited. The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.

Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm). Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

 

OFFICE HOURS: I encourage you to visit with me to discuss the materials, class discussions, or seminar assignments. My office hours are posted at the top of the first page of this syllabus. In addition, you may reach me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.). 

CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: 

Date Topic Assignment

Jan 14 Course Introduction None

Jan 21 The End of History? Huntington

Jan 28 Causes of War in the 21st Century Betts

First PowerPoint Presentation Topic Must Be Approved by the Instructor -- February 4

Feb 4 Interstate War I Vasquez

Feb 11 Interstate War II Holsti

Feb 18 First PowerPoint Presentation: Interstate War

Feb 25 First PowerPoint Presentation: Interstate War

Mar 3 First PowerPoint Presentation: Interstate War

Mar 10 SPRING RECESS - NO CLASS

Mar 17 Game Theory No Assignment

Mar 24 Democratization, Nationalism, and Conflict Snyder

Mar 31 Ethnic Conflict Taras and Ganguly

Second PowerPoint Presentation Topic Must Be Approved by the Instructor -- April 7

Apr 7 Terrorism Pillar

Apr 14 Second PowerPoint Presentation: Ethnic Conflict

Apr 21 Second PowerPoint Presentation: Ethnic Conflict

Apr 28 Second PowerPoint Presentation: Ethnic Conflict

