PLS 591
SENIOR RESEARCH SEMINAR IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Instructor:  Dr. Terry Clark 
Office:


280-4712, Ad 426a 
e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu   

SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY!!!!  

I am excited as we begin this seminar together, and I know you are too!  However, I want for you to be excited in the positive sense.  That is, instead of being excited because you have heard "horror stories" about PLS 591 and are therefore dreading this semester, I want you to be excited with the opportunity standing before you.  The former will lead to defeatism, lethargy and procrastination, in short all the factors that contribute to failure.  Do not let this happen to you! 


I am serious when I say that there may be no more important opportunity given you in your four years as a student of political science than that offered by this seminar.  The paper you are going to write will require you to summon all the skills and knowledge that you have acquired thus far and put them to the task of producing a focused and logically coherent argument.  The exercise will pay off large dividends if it is done correctly.  To put it succinctly, your future employer will care little whether you can save him or her the trouble of purchasing an encyclopedia because you know all the "facts."  On the other hand, you will NOT keep your job for long if you can not write well.  And writing well means constructing just the kind of argument from a complex and confusing array of data that you will do in this seminar!   

TEXTBOOKS:  There are no required texts for this seminar.  However, you should expect to spend an amount approximately equal to the cost of books for a typical course on research supplies.  This may include things such as on-line library searches, duplication, postage, the purchase of reports or research materials, and travel.  I would recommend you set aside at least $75.  The department also has limited research support funds.  See the Chair about these. 

EVALUATION:  Because of the importance of interaction with me and your fellow seminar members, ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED.  Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of four (4) short written assignments, class attendance, class participation, an oral PowerPoint presentation of your paper, a first draft of your research paper, and a final draft. The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.  (AN EXTRA CREDIT OF THREE POINTS ON THE FINAL GRADE WILL BE OFFERED TO THOSE PRESENTING AN ACCEPTABLE PROJECT AT THE ANNUAL ST. ALBERT'S DAY POSTER SESSION.) 


PowerPoint presentation



10% 


participation





10% 


short written assignments     
5% each =

20% 


first draft





15% 


final draft





45% 

The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale. 


93 to 100




A 

88 to 92




B+ 

83 to 87




B 

78 to 82




C+ 

70 to 77




C 

60 to 69




D 

below 60




F   

Attendance:  You are each permitted one absence without penalty.  For every absence in excess of one, you will lose five points from your final grade.  After two absences you will receive a warning letter with a copy to the Dean of Arts and Sciences.  Should you miss three seminars, I will ask the Dean to drop you from the class.  


I will record attendance at the beginning of each seminar meeting.  Please be sure to arrive on time.  Should you be late, it is your responsibility to request that I record you as having been present.  In some cases, however, you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent.  I reserve the right to make the final determination.  


There will be no group meetings for the seminar during the latter half of the semester.  Each of you will be required to schedule an appointment with me at least once during this period. I shall consider your missing a scheduled appointment with me as an absence.  If you will not be able to make a scheduled appointment, you are required to advise me of this not less than an hour in advance. 

Oral presentations:  Several times during the semester you will make short oral presentations concerning the progress of your research.  On December 3 you will make a ten minute PowerPoint presentation on the final paper.  This will give you experience in presenting your work and permit critiques by your colleagues.  You should view this as an opportunity to get some useful feedback. 

Participation:  An important component of this seminar is the feedback you will receive from your peers on the design and progress of your research paper. To ensure that you take the opportunity for interaction seriously, I will grade each of you on the quality and frequency of your comments about each other's research.  I expect you to think seriously about what your hear from your classmates and offer a great deal of thoughtful comment. 

Written Assignments:  You will write four short papers (typewritten and double-spaced) as the semester progresses, each of which is intended with some modification to be incorporated into the text of your final research paper. 

Research Paper:  The thesis may be on any topic in any field of political science, so long as it is theoretically based, empirical, and uses primary sources.  Needless to say, all work must be original.  Your research paper should be 20-40 pages long plus a bibliography, typewritten and double-spaced.  You must use either the APA or MLA style for citations and the bibliography.  No other style will be accepted.  


A first draft of the paper will be due on November 12.  The final paper will be due on December 10.  No late papers will be accepted.  After December 10, I will NOT accept any research papers under anything other than the most extenuating of circumstances.  


While content is the most important factor in determining your grade, grammar and style are also important.  The research paper will be evaluated based on grammar, style, logic, and content using the following scale:   


Style: 



Grammar





10 points 



Clarity






10 points 


Content:




Research Question 




statement




5 points 




definition




5 points 




importance




5 points 



Literature Review




15 points 



Hypothesis and Theory



20 points 



Method and Data




15 points 



Conclusions and Implications



5 points 



Bibliography and Citations



10 points 

  

Late Submission Policy:  Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late.  Please take me seriously on this.  More than one student's grade has suffered owing to procrastination. 

EXTRA CREDIT:  Those who present an acceptable project at the annual St. Albert's Day Poster Session will receive three points toward their final grade.   

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course. 


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students. 

OFFICE HOURS:   Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments.  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance.  
CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE:   

Date

Topic





Assignment   



No Class 


Research Questions 



Issues of Style




Presentation and Discussion 









of Research Questions 



Literature Reviews 



First Short Paper Due - 








Research Question 


Hypotheses and Theories


Second Short Paper Due- 








Literature Review 



Theories




Presentation and Discussion 









of Hypotheses 



Methods and Computer Review

Third Short Paper Due - 








Hypothesis and Theory





General Discussion



Fourth Short Paper Due- 








Data and Method 



Individual Appointments






Individual Appointments






NO CLASS




First Draft of Research Paper Due 


NO CLASS








Oral Presentations (PowerPoint) 



Last Day on Which Research Papers Will Be Accepted 
