PLS 591   
SENIOR RESEARCH 
Dr. Crawford 
Office:  A430 
Office Phone: 280-2569 
E-mail:  crawford@creighton.edu 

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
You have spent many hours over the past three years reading political science research.  Now it is your turn to contribute to political science research.  By the end of the course, each student will complete a 30 to 50 page political science manuscript that addresses a new research question.  This course is designed to be a capstone experience for political science majors.  It requires you to draw upon the knowledge and experiences that you gained in previous political science classes and to apply them to a new research project.     

The requirements and structure of the course focus on developing your skills as a political scientist.  Completing the requirements for the course will also develop skills that will be valuable to future employers.  Specific skills that this course develops include abilities to: 

--Identify researchable questions 

--Plan and organize research projects 

--Locate and use information resources 

--Analyze data and draw conclusions 

--Work independently on a major project 

--Offer constructive peer review 


COURSE MATERIALS 

There are no required texts for this course.  I expect you to refer often to your PLS310 notes and texts. The textbook money for this class goes into research expenses.  Budget to spend $50-100 on your research project for expenses such as photocopies, poster printing, travel, postage, books, or other expenses. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course requirements include class attendance, a research log, participation in class discussions, an independent research paper completed in sections, and a poster presentation.  You are expected to produce professional results to meet each requirement.  Many of the assignments will be submitted to a BSCW folder.  

Research Log 
You are expected to spend 6-9 hours outside of class on your project each week.  The research log helps you and I to keep track of your hours on the project and to improve your use of time on the project.  The log is also used a tool for you to keep me up to date on new ideas, problems, and developments.  Check BSCW for specific instructions for each research log entry.  The research logs are due by 9:30 am on the days marked with an * in the syllabus.  Note that logs are due on some days on which the class does not meet.  The logs are worth 15 points each and make up almost 20% of your final grade.    

Class Attendance 

You are expected to be in class every session.  Students who miss class and appointments have a much more difficult time completing the requirements and do not fare well on their participation grade.  I will not give make up sessions for missed classes.  You are responsible for all material covered in class and for all material that might be given during group sessions or individual sessions. 

Required Readings

There is no schedule of readings for this class.  However, you will do more reading for this class than for any other class.  You are responsible for finding and reading research material related to your project.  This includes research on your topic and materials on research methods that you will use.  You will want to start reading today!! 

At some points in the class you will be required to read and comment on other students’ papers.  This is required reading and needs to be treated as a serious reading assignment. 

Class Participation 

Although you are working on an independent project, you are not working alone.  Presentations of your progress to the class and constructive criticism of others' projects is a major component of the senior research experience.  This class requires that you take seriously your responsibilities to present your ideas and problems to the class and your responsibilities to read others' material, listen to others' presentations, and offer suggestions.  You may be required to turn in written copies of your suggestions for other students—come to class prepared!  This is your chance to learn to work in a professional collaborative setting.  Nearly 20% of your final grade will be determined by your performance in these areas.  

Poster Presentation

Each student must prepare a professional research poster and participate in a class poster session for a public audience.  Students who also present their posters at St. Albert’s Day (Nov. 11) will receive 10 points extra credit.  Posters for St. Albert’s Day must be approved by me in advance (see the syllabus). 

Writing Assignments 

All writing assignments must be typewritten, use proper grammar, be well organized, and cite sources properly.  All writing assignments except the final draft must be submitted by the listed time on the assigned day.  Late papers will be assigned a penalty of five points per day (this includes weekends).  Papers that arrive on the due date after the announced time are considered one day late. 

Research Paper 
The final research paper is a professional quality paper that discusses an empirical question of interest to you and to other political scientists.  Expect your completed research paper to require 30-50 pages, excluding the bibliography.  You must use APA or APSA style for the citations and the bibliography. The final draft must be well-edited.  Poor grammar, word choice, and/or citing of sources will drop your grade 10%.  I will not edit your papers for you.  If your drafts indicate that you need editing help, please make appointments to get help at the Writing Center.      

A first draft of the research paper is due ________.  The final paper is due on the last scheduled day of class ________.  I will accept late papers up until ________ with a late penalty of 5 points per day.  I will not accept any paper after December 15 under anything other than the most extenuating of circumstances.  Drafts are expected to be your best attempt at a polished version.  Poor grammar, word choice, and/or citing of sources will drop your grade 5% (half of a letter grade). 
Academic Honesty

All work that you submit must be your own.  All sources must be cited properly.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the progress of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty and are subject to punishment including an F for the assignment or an F for the course.  Suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean’s office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines. 

(http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm) 


COURSE GRADES 

The grades for the course are based on percentages of points available.  The points assigned to each requirement are listed below. 
A
92-100% 
B+
87-91%
B
82-86%
C+
77-81% 
C
70-76%
D
60-69%
F
Below 60% 
  
Class Discussions and Peer Review


  50 

Research Logs (15 points each)


120 

Research Question and Literature Review
  
  50 

Poster






  50

St. Albert’s Day Presentation (10 points extra)

Everything but the Data



  50 

Draft of Research Paper



  50 

Final Research Paper



250 

  

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Introduction to the Course and Research Log   

READ & THINK --- READ & THINK – READ & THINK -- 
Big Questions, Theories, and Research Questions 

Research Strategies 

American Political Science Association Meeting 

Find and read one paper for the conference that is related to your topic or question. 

http://apsaproceedings.cup.org/ 

READ & THINK --- READ & THINK – READ & THINK -- 
You should be getting a good feel for literature in your topic area and should be formulating possible research questions.   You should also be typing up a bibliography file that will eventually become your references for the paper.   

Research Questions, Hypotheses, and Variables 

Order Inter-library loan materials now! 


Schedule a time to meet with the faculty member whose research interests are closest to your own to go over your bibliography and research question. 

Discussion of Research Questions, Hypotheses and Variables 

* Come prepared to discuss your research question and hypothesis and its relation to existing theory and literature 

You should have a good start on your literature review by this point, a good idea of your research question, and a good working bibliography. 

Group Discussion of Question, Theory, and Feasibility 

Open office hours and/or group time instead of class.  Groups who wish to meet may meet in the classroom. 

(2:00 PM) Research Question and Literature Review posted to BSCW. 
Required reading and preparation: Read the drafts of other students in your working group.  Prepare comments and suggestions for class discussion.  Focus on theory, literature, data, and feasibility issues.  Don’t edit, but you may want to point out areas of the paper that need editing work. 
Sources of secondary data.  

(May meet in SSDL) 

Data Collection Instruments 

More on instruments if needed 

Small group discussion of research question papers and data options 

* Come prepared to discuss the secondary data or instruments that you will use.  Bring drafts of instruments. 

Submit drafts of instruments or summary of a secondary data option to me with your research log.

Data Analysis and More Data Analysis 

If you want to collect data over Fall Break, make sure that you get approval of your instrument before ______. 
Bring copies of data analysis plans (completed for your log) to class.

Discussion of data analysis plans. 

If you are using an ICPSR file, put your request in to Dr. Ramsden (gpr@creighton.edu) by _______. 
Office hours for last minute questions. 

_______ Everything but the Data submitted on BSCW by 4:00 PM.

If the system is down or you cannot upload your paper, you must email or deliver your paper to me by 4:30 PM. 

Required reading and preparation: Read the drafts by the other students in your working group.  Come prepared to offer comments and suggestions.  Focus on theory, data, and data analysis concerns. 

If you are collecting your own data, you must have your instruments approved and be ready to go this week!  Otherwise, you must use secondary data. 

One-on-one meeting with me about your project. 

Preparing research posters 

(Meet in SSDL) 

Lab time for research analysis and/or posters – meet in SSDL 

If you wish to present a poster at St. Albert’s Day, you must submit a draft of your poster to me by 10:00 AM November 4.  The file must be delivered to Media Services by November 5. 

Discussions of Data Collection and Data Analysis 

* Come prepared to discuss your data collection and analysis.  Bring drafts of results if possible. 

St. Albert’s Day – go see research posters and support your classmates! 

Discussion of data results and theory.  Bring copies of your summary of results (prepared for your log) to class for your working group. 

Draft of Research Poster Due at class time. 
Last opportunity for discussion and questions on the research paper draft. 

Research Paper Due –must be submitted to BSCW by 4:00 PM

If the system is down or you cannot get your paper loaded, you are responsible for emailing or delivering a copy to me by 4:30 PM.  Keep a copy of the email message to verify that you sent the paper to me by 4:30 PM. 

Submit final poster file to Media Services by 3:30 PM on __________ to qualify for student rates for poster printing.  If you do not get your file to Media Services by _______ you are responsible for getting the poster printed through some other means (Kinko’s, etc.) 

(No Class – Catch up on every other class!) 
Last round of class discussions on projects.  Last chance for help. 

No research log due. 

Poster Presentations 

Department Celebration 

Final research paper submitted to BSCW by 12:30 PM on Thursday ________. 
Finals Week

Take some time to appreciate all that you accomplished this semester on your research project! 

