Syllabus (Subject to changes with notice, August 24, 2005)

PLS 472 

INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

Instructor:  Maorong Jiang, Assistant Professor

Email: maorongjiang@creighton.edu

Office: Ad 429E. Phone: 280-2896

Course Purposes:
The aim of this seminar is to aid in our understanding of some but most persistent and vexing international phenomena: armed conflict between and within nation-states, constant wars fought between ethnic groups, “global/regional” war on terror and anti-war movements. The seminar is to discuss and examine the conditions that have not only made wars, but also could have made peace in world history.  It tries to study the lessons that we should have not learned on how to win wars, rather, on how to win peace in international conflicts.  In the process of the seminar, the class is expected to face the following questions with or without answers reached:

· Is man naturally aggressive?

· Does human nature provide basic understanding of all kinds of conflicts? 

· Do leaders with distorted mental images of the world lead their states into conflict? 

· Can explanation be found in the psychological traits of certain leaders?

· Can ethnic war be explained by charismatic leaders who play on their followers' ethnicity to gain and maintain power or by deep-seated popular animosities? 

· Are certain forms of government, most notably democratic forms, less bellicose than others in international interactions? 

· Do major wars cyclically repeat over time? 

· Are major wars caused by rapid transitions in the power between two rival states?  

· Who is going to be the losers of the war on terror?

· How long will the war on terror last?

· Can human being live in peace by cultivated nature? And how?

· What can a new world order be?

Course Requirements:

Participation, Presentation:
You will be expected to contribute to the purposes stated above in several ways. Your participation is a crucial component of such a course. 
The course takes the form of a seminar.  Therefore, the instructor will place great emphasis on active participation. Your active collaboration should be an integral component of this class.  In-class discussion of the assigned reading materials is the focus and an important part of this seminar. The instructor will help to facilitate class discussions.  However, you are expected to interact with each other in a way which will enhance the learning experience of all and which is never destructive of other persons.  In planning your presentations, think about your audience (classmates) and how best you might enlarge their understanding and appreciation of the events that you talk about, and how you might effectively share your own analyses of the subject in terms of your questions and views.  In each class, I will expect you to read the materials carefully and well prepared as to be engaged in class discussions.  Towards the end of the class in most cases, assignments will be made for the following classes. 

After the introduction of this class, in each class two or three students will start to make presentations on the assigned books, articles and websites that are closely related to the class subject.  Your are required to summarize the main points of the assigned work, and further develop questions and lead discussions on your questions.  This includes the preparation of a handout of 1-2 pages. The time for class preparation is no less than ten minutes.   You are required to make two major PowerPoint presentations (10 to 15 minutes for each PP presentation) during the semester on (any chosen but approved by the instructor) international conflicts. Failure to do so sucks.  It will cost your final points on the basis of comparison with those who does, and does the job well. 

Specifically, your first PP presentation will be on an interstate war, an ethnic conflict or other form of intra-state conflict.  For this PP presentation, you are required to cover the following issues: 

1) interpretations of the reasons or courses as to why the conflict occurred;

2) unfolded the way it took place;

3) the duration, intensity, and scope of the conflict; 

4) a brief history of the conflict;

5) the outcome of the conflict;

6) lessons learned and NOT learned from the conflict;

7) your view on that conflict.

Your second PP presentation should focus neither on peace effort/conflict management or on our old, current or new world order.  Efforts should be made with regards to the solution to international conflict using means other than violence. 

Leading Class Discussions:
Special assignments will be made and available for those who will lead class discussions. 

During the semester, each one of you is required to lead the class discussion sessions. The chosen students (based on volunteering or assigned accordingly) will be responsible for leading class discussion for one class period (in addition to other tasks).  Leading discussion is not lecturing.  You (and your partner of your choice) will scrutinize the assigned readings (not just the required text books, but include definitely new assigned books or articles) for that day and summarize the main points. It will require prepared questions intending to draw out the main points of the articles and events, helping the class connect their own understanding with the article’s points.   You are encouraged to work as a team, choosing an article, a book or an event of your choice, and prepare appropriate handouts, PowerPoint presentations and video documentations, and other study helps.  Consider class time to be “study group” time, in which all are learning and mastering useful knowledge on the seminar subject. The length of this summary will be left to your judgment. It should be thorough enough to survey the key issues raised in the readings, but not so lengthy that it completely rehashes the material. All of your classmates should have read and reviewed the material before coming to the class session.

The more challenging aspect of your assignment follows this summary. You should raise a series of questions about the topic(s) under study that prompt your classmates to critically appraise this body of research and its validity. Some questions may cover facts detailed in the readings. But the majority should compel your fellow classmates to really think about the processes and the theories under consideration. You may want to relate the theories to real-world situations that everyone in the class can understand in an attempt to spark discussion. Or, you may choose different strategies to generate interest and a thorough appraisal of the subject being pondered.

Obviously, serving as a discussion leader will teach important skills. Most notably, you will learn to search out the most important points from a body of scholarly readings, and you will hone your presentation techniques and your communication competence.
Writings: (Four Papers)

All students are required to write three short papers based on the readings of the three text books, which are not exceed 1500 words.  You are expected to provide an independent commentary on each of these three books.  It is neither desirable nor necessary that you try to be comprehensive.  Rather, you should select issues or angles that interests you, and develop you own thoughts about them.  These papers are to be circulated to the class via email, or to be posted on the blackboard and viewed by all class members.  Selected papers will be discussed in class.  Selection will be assigned in class as time arrives.  

In addition, you are required to write a 20-25 (double space) page research term paper, which is expected to focus in depth on your own understanding on international conflict after all the readings, presentations and discussions.  Your appreciation, preference, advocating or disliking on other means as to deal with the international conflicts will be a major sign of your progress in participation of this seminar.  For whatever options, you have to prove your argument with rational and responsible reasoning.    

Readings: 

Our weekly readings are from 50 to 100 pages.  This includes the required textbooks,  lots of handouts, additional and online articles. You are expected to do research and learning from various academic websites on the related subject.  The following websites are among the chosen, but not limited to. 

1. General History of the 20th Century

http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/20centry.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/
http://www.fsmitha.com/
http://www.ipl.org.ar/ref/RR/static/hum30.55.85.10.html
2. On World War One

 http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/
http://www.home.zonnet.nl/rene.brouwer/
http://www.home.zonnet.nl/rene.brouwer/wpic.htm
http://www.home.zonnet.nl/rene.brouwer/cost.htm
http://www.historial.org/us/home_b.htm
3. On World War Two

http://www.wwiionline.com/scripts/wwiionline/index.jsp
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/tocCS.html
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/LifeWouldNever.html
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/TeenageVolunteer.html
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/jb/wwii
http://www.teacheroz.com/WWIIpropaganda.htm
4. On Cold War

http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/20centry.htm#coldwar
http://www.coldwar.org/
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/
http://wwics.si.edu/index.cfm?topic_id=1409&fuseaction=topics.home
5. On Korean War

http://www.korean-war.com/
http://www.kimsoft.com/kr-war.htm
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/museum/history/korea/index.htm
6. On Vietnam War

http://www.vietnampix.com/
http://www.war-stories.com/tay-ninh-coe-smells-1967.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/vietnam/
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/vietnam.html
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/vietnam/
http://members.aol.com/veterans/warlib6v.htm
7. On Iraq War

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/middle_east/2002/conflict_with_iraq/default.stm
http://costofwar.com/
http://www.witherspoonsociety.org/03-may/war_in_iraq.htm
http://www.iraqbodycount.net/
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/iraq/
http://www.comw.org/warreport/
8. War on Terror:  Change Face of Wars : Terrorism and anti-terror wars

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/sept_11/
Summary of Final Grade Components:

Participation and presentations
30 Points

Three Short Papers


15 Points

Term paper
                     

30 Points

Mid-term exam


10 Points


Final exam


            15 points

Course Grading Scale:

93-100
= 
A


 

88-92
=
B+


 

82-87
=
B


 

78-81
=
C+


 

70-77
=
C


 

64-69
=
D

0-63
=
F

Requirement Policy:

No make-up exams. No late papers. No more than one excused absence. For every unexcused absence in excess of one, you will lose five points from your final grade.  It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet at the end of the class. However, the instructor reserves the right to make the final determination if you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent. Exceptions will be possible only in cases of documented illness or emergency.

Academic Integrity and Honesty:

Students are expected to follow the college’s guidelines for academic honesty. You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the university Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity and honesty.  I advise you to consult the undergraduate issue of the Creighton University Bulletin 2002, pp. 87-88, the Creighton University Handbook for Students, and the statement on academic honesty at the college’s Web site at http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students.html.  Should  you have any questions concerning these guidelines, please see me.  Unless you have specific direction or permission otherwise, your work is expected to be your own and not to be work submitted for any other course.  If you are found guilty of a violation of academic honesty, your penalty will be at a minimum a zero on the relevant assignment and quite possibly an F for the course. 
Required Books for the Seminar but not  Limited:

· John G. Stoessinger, Why Nations Go to War, 9th edition

· Virginia P. Fortna, Peace time

· Anne-Marie Slaughter, A New World Order

Important Schedule and Reading Assignments:

Important Dates:

Public lectures required to attend:

Arun Gandhi: Lessons I Learned from my Grandfather

September 18th, at 7:00 pm, Sunday,  in the Civic Auditorium Music Hall

Alison/Prakash panel Discussion

“The Vocation of Peacemaking in a violent World”

September 29th at 4:30 PM in the Skutt Student Center Ballroom

Midterm Exam:  October 3 (Monday)

Final Exam: December 16 (Friday)

First paper due: September 26 (Monday) 

Fall Break (October 17, 19 and 21)

Second paper due: October 24 (Monday)

Third paper due: November 21 (Monday)

Term Paper Due: December 9 (Friday)

Part One: On Wars:

Week One to Week Five

Part Two: On Peace, Peace efforts and International Conflict Management

Week Six to Week Eleven

Part Three: On the old, Current and New World Order

Week Twelve to Week Fifteen

Important Notes:

Should this workload appear to be too high for you, please bear in mind: No pain, no gain. Nobody can free you of serious, continuous work; I will, however, make it as easy as possible for you by assigning clear structures and rules, creating a productive work atmosphere, and showing a maximum openness for your individual suggestions and wishes.
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