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THE NEW INSTITUTIONALISM
fall 2012





Instructor:  Professor Terry Clark

Office:


402-280-4712, Ad 429e
Phone:  

402-280-4712 (call forward)
e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu

I reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus that I deem necessary in order to clarify requirements, resolve conflicting requirements, or enhance student learning.

In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to a natural disaster or epidemic, the format for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course. In that event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE:   The New Institutionalism is the reigning paradigm of comparative politics.  Rooted in rational choice theory, it focuses on deductive theory building to arrive at hypotheses about a very rich number of phenomena in the real world having to do with the interaction of institutions: supreme court decisions, presidential veto, congressional committee decisions, government formation in parliamentary systems, and the like.


The course will be conducted as a graduate seminar.  There will be no exams and no quizzes.  Our purpose will be to grapple with the set theory that lies behind new institutionalist formal models.

TEXTBOOKS:  

Austen-Smith, David and Jeffrey S. Banks. Positive Political Theory I: Collective Preference. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000. (A-S&B I)
Austen-Smith, David and Jeffrey S. Banks. Positive Political Theory II: Strategy & Structure. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005. (A-S&B II)
Shepsle, Kenneth A. and Mark S. Bonchek. Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions. W.W. Norton & Co., 1997. (SB)
Shively, W. Phillips.  The Craft of Political Research. 6th edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2005. (S)

Tsebelis, George. Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002. (T)
EVALUATION:  You will be evaluated on the basis of periodically assigned analytical problems, in-class presentations, and class participation.  The analytical problems will be assigned at my discretion.  With the exception of the final assignment, they are not noted in the assignments section.  The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.


class presentations




40%


participation





10%


analytical problems
    



50%

The final course grade for undergraduates will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A


88 to 92




B+


83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

The final course grade for graduate students will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


90 to 100




A


80 to 89




B


70 to 79




C


below 70




F

Attendance:  You are each permitted one unexcused absence without penalty.  For every unexcused absence in excess of one, you will lose three full points from your final grade.  Please be sure to arrive on time.  Should you be late, it is your responsibility to request that I record you as having been present.  In some cases, however, you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent.  I reserve the right to make the final determination.  

Late Submission Policy:  Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late.  Please take me seriously on this.  More than one student's grade has suffered owing to procrastination.  I will not accept any late submissions for the final paper.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating for this will include, but will not be limited to, my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior

work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

OFFICE HOURS:   I encourage you to visit with me to discuss the materials, class discussions, or seminar assignments.  My office hours are posted at the top of the first page of this syllabus.  In addition, you may reach me by phone (402-280-4712). 
READING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE:   I reserve the right to change a reading assignment.
Date






Assignment
Aug 27






S (in-class work)

Sep 10






SB
Sep 17






T (in-class work)
Sep 24






T (homework)

Oct 1






A-S&B I, chapter 1 (in-class presentation)
Oct 8






A-S&B I, chapter 2 (in-class presentation)

Oct 29






A-S&B I, chapter 3 (in-class presentation)

Nov 5






A-S&B I, chapter 4 (in-class presentation)

Nov 12






A-S&B I, chapter 5 and 6 (in-class presentation)

Nov 26






A-S&B I, chapters 2 and 3 (in-class presentation)

Dec 3






A-S&B II, chapter 4 (in-class presentation)

Dec 10






Final Assignment Due
