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In Memorium

Dr. Charles Timberlake (1935-2008) was professor of history specializing in modern Russia/Soviet Union at the University of Missouri-Columbia (MU) from 1967 to 2004.  He also served as chair of the MU history department for four years.  He authored a history of Russian Orthodox monastaries and convents since 1917; co-authored a study on the quality of life in Russian rural villages in the former Soviet Union; edited a book on essays on Russian liberalism; and edited a book on Religious and Secular Forces in Late Tsarist Russia.  He was the author of more than 40 book chapters and journal articles on socio-economic development in European Russia.  
Professor Timberlake lectured abroad at universities in England, Finland, Russia, Georgia, and the People’s Republic of China (where he was an honorary professor of history at Lanzhou University in 1991).  Professor Timberlake was loved by his students (both undergraduate and graduate) at “Mizzou.”  His undergraduate course on Stalinist Russia was a popular staple for years.  In 1996, he won the MU Byler Distinguished Professor award.  In 2000, he won the University of Missouri Alumni Association’s Distinguished Faculty Award. And in 2002, he won the MU Provost’s Award for Leadership in International Education.  In 2002, he won Berea College’s Distinguished Alumnus Award.  
Professor Timberlake received his BA from Berea College in 1957, a MA from Claremont Graduate School in 1962, and a PhD from the University of Washington (where he studied with Donald Treadgold, a well-known 20th Century Russian history specialist) in 1968.  Professor Timberlake was instrumental in helping further the development of the Central Slavic Conference (CSV) from its early years in the 1960s when it was the Bi-State Slavic Conference.  He went on to serve as its president on more than one occasion.  He was a credit to global education in the United States and abroad and the advancement of Slavic and international studies.

