
PLS 340PRIVATE 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
fall 2014





Instructor:  Professor Terry Clark

Office:


CRHL 429e

Office Hours:  
M, W, 2:00 to 3:30 pm (CRHL 429e); T, after 3:00 pm (CRHL 123); 




F, 5:00 pm to the last student leaving (CRHL 123); or call me

Phone:


402- 280-4712

e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu

I reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus that I deem necessary in order to clarify requirements, resolve conflicting requirements, or enhance student learning.

In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to a natural disaster or epidemic, the format for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course. In that event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES:  The course surveys the main approaches and issues in the study of international politics.  Both traditional and modern concerns and approaches will be examined.  Among the issues that we will consider are:  What causes war?  What factors hinder and facilitate international cooperation and competition?  Can the gap between poor and rich nations be closed?  In what direction(s) is the international system evolving?  


While every politician, scholar of international politics and newspaper reporting on international events claims to have a definitive and authoritative answer for some set of these issues, in fact, there is no one answer.  We will, therefore, consider a wide variety of alternative solutions and approaches.  My aim is to 1) provide you with a firm foundation for further study in international politics, 2) force you out of the "high school" mode of expecting the instructor to indoctrinate you on his or her pet interpretation of the world, 3) challenge you to develop your own logically coherent mental framework(s) for making sense of the world, and 4) encourage you to listen to lectures and political speeches and to read newspaper accounts of international events with a critical eye, realizing that contained in each of them is an implicit set of assumptions which you may not share. 


While this class is not a course in current events, I expect that you will stay abreast of international events as they occur.  We will discuss them as they demonstrate major points in the lectures or readings.  The best way to stay informed of international events is to read the New York Times.  Local newspapers and television news are inadequate.  Just as importantly, make sure you know where these events are occurring; that is, be able to fix them on a world map.  If you have a weak grounding in geography, I would highly recommend that you obtain a world atlas.  


The objectives of this course are 1) to master the key concepts and terms in political relations, 2) to master the rational actor model, 3) to develop critical thinking skills, 4) to develop good technical writing skills, and 4) to develop a thorough familiarity with paradigms.

TEXTBOOKS:  The following texts will be required for the course.

Genest, Marc A. Conflict and Cooperation: Evolving Theories of International Relations. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2004. (G)

Oatley, Thomas. International Political Economy: Interests and Institutions in the Global Economy. NY: Pearson Longman, 2004. (O)

EVALUATION:  Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of a policy paper, two examinations, and unannounced quizzes.  The weight for each component is as follows. Please note that I do not accept any work submitted by e-mail.



examinations



2 x 30% =

60%



policy paper






30%



unannounced quizzes





10%


Points for each requirement will be assigned from 0 to 100.  The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A


88 to 92




B+


83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

Unannounced Quizzes:  As a further incentive for you to read and participate in class, there will be several unannounced quizzes during the semester.  The quizzes are designed to test your understanding of the basic ideas and concepts introduced in the assigned readings before they are discussed in class.  They will be worth 10 % of the final grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  Unless you have an appropriate excuse, you will receive a zero for each quiz missed.

Policy Paper: You will write a policy paper on an appropriate topic (to be approved by the instructor) for submission on October 7.  Topics must be approved by the instructor no later than September 25.  The paper will be approximately eight to twelve pages in length, typewritten, and double-spaced.  The following scale will be used in determining the grade for the policy paper.


Style:



Grammar


 
10 points



Clarity




10 points


Content:



Discussion of the Policy Issue
 5 points



 And Goal(s)



Identification of Policy Alternatives
10 points



Comparison of Policy Alternatives  
35 points



Choice of Policy Alternative

 5 points



Implications



15 points



Bibliography and Citations

10 points

Late Submission Policy: Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due.  Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late.
COMMUNICATION: All students are required to have and use a Creighton e-mail account.  I will make frequent use of these accounts, and these accounts only, to advise students on matters related to the course, to include class cancellation.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgement that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior

work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

OFFICE HOURS:  Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments.  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance.  You may well find that my calendar is full.  My office hours are on the first page of this syllabus. You may also reach me by e-mail or you may call me, 402 280 4712.
ASSIGNMENTS:  Readings are to be completed by the first day of the assignment as noted below.

Topic




Date


Readings
What is IR?



Aug 28


none
The History of IR


Sep 2


G, chapter 1

The Evolution of the International 
Sep 4-9

None




System


Beyond the Cold War:

Sep 11-16

G, 393-423

Fukuyama, Friedman, 

and Huntington

Individual-Level Approaches

Sep 18


G, chapters 8 and 9

Morgenthau and Realism

Sep 23-25

none

The Nation-State:


Sep 30


G, chapter 6

Domestic Sources of Behavior





The Nation-State:


Oct 2


G, chapter 7

The Decision-Making Process

The Rational State:


Oct 7-9

G, chapter 7

The Policy Paper

POLICY PAPER TOPIC DUE – October 9
Neorealism



Oct 14-16

G, chapter 2

POLICY PAPER DUE - October 16

No Class



Oct 19-26

Fall Recess

Non-rationalist models

Oct 28-30

none

The English School


Nov 4-6

none

Neoliberal Institutionalism

Nov 11-13

G, chapter 3

Marxism



Nov 18


G, chapter 4

Constructivism


Nov 20


G, chapters 5 and 10

1st examination


Nov 25
No Class



Nov 26 – Nov 30
Thanksgiving Break

IPE




Dec 2


O, chapters 1 and 16
The Trade System


Dec 4


O, chapters 2 and 3

The Monetary System I

Dec 9


O, chapters 10 and 11

The Monetary System II

Dec 11


O, chapters 12 and 13
Second Examination - Tuesday, December 16, 1:00 to 2:40 pm
