
PLS 347PRIVATE 


INTERNATIONAL REGIMES
spring 2012





Instructor:  Professor Terry Clark

Office:


402-280-4712, Ad 429e

Office Hours:

MW, 3:30 to 4:30 pm;




F, 3:30 pm until the last 




student leaves; or call




me
Phone:  

402-280-4712 (call forward)

e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu

I reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus that I deem necessary in order to clarify requirements, resolve conflicting requirements, or enhance student learning.

In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to a natural disaster or epidemic, the format for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course. In that event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version.

PURPOSE:  Many think of the international system as a hostile environment in which nation-states struggle for power.  In reality, the number of peaceful, cooperative acts occurring across international borders on any given day is infinitely greater than the number of conflictual events. As the number of these cooperative events continues to multiply at a phenomenal rate, a growing web of international organizations and informal understandings is emerging which seriously limits the choices which nation-states can make.  This course surveys these relational webs and the possibilities which they hold for limiting conflict and war in the international system.


The course objectives are 1) ) to be able to place regime theory within the complex of theories that define international relations as a field of study, 2) to be able to use regime theory to analyze an issue in international relations, 3) to develop critical thinking and writing skills.

COMMUNICATION: All students are required to have and use a Creighton e-mail account.  I will make frequent use of these accounts, and these accounts only, to advise students on matters related to the course, to include class cancellation.  I do not accept graded work submitted by e-mail.  

TEXTBOOKS:  The following five (5) texts are required for the course and available for purchase at the bookstore:

Bull, Hedley.  The Anarchical Society:  A Study of Order in World Politics.  NY:  Columbia  University Press, 1977.   (Bu)

Friedman, Thomas L.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree.   NY: Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1999.  (F)

Krasner, Stephen D., ed.  International Regimes.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1981.  (K)

Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. 3rd edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1996.  (Ku)

Morgenthau, Hans J.  Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace.  Brief Edition, Revised by Kenneth W. Thompson.  NY: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1985.  (M)

EVALUATION:  Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of two examinations, an analytical essay, and unannounced quizzes.  The weight for each component is as follows:



examinations


30% each x 2 =

60%



analytical essay





30%



unannounced quizzes





10%


Points for each requirement will be assigned from 0 to 100.  The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A


88 to 92




B+


83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

Class Attendance: For every class that you miss over a limit of three I will deduct one point from your final grade
Unannounced Quizzes:  As a further incentive for you to attend class, there will be several unannounced quizzes during the semester.  The quizzes are designed to test your understanding of the basic ideas and concepts introduced in the assigned readings before they are discussed in class.  They will be worth 10% of the final grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes. Unless you have an appropriate excuse, you will receive a zero for each quiz missed.

Analytical Essay:  This is a writing certified course.  To meet this requirement, you will write and submit a first draft and final draft of an analytical essay.  I will not accept an e-mail copy of either the draft or final submission.


Topics must be approved by the instructor no later than March 16.  Students failing to submit a topic by that date will lose ten points on their final grade for the analytical essay.  


The first draft of the analytical essay will be due April 11. Drafts will be graded and returned to students with comments for improvements.  The final paper is due April 27.  Students will also discuss their own and their colleagues papers in class during the period April 16 to 27.  The final grade for the paper will be based on the first submission (twenty percent), the final submission (seventy percent), and the quality of participation in the in-class discussion (ten percent).

The essay will address a specific sphere of cooperative behavior between nation-states and demonstrate how nation-state behavior in that sphere of activity conforms to the postulates of regime theory.  Students are not to describe the activity or how nation-states interact, instead emphasis will be placed on analyzing how nation-state behavior is constrained and/or conditioned by agreed upon international norms and rules.  The specific sphere of cooperative behavior (paper topic) chosen must not be one discussed in the course.  Students are encouraged to discuss possible topics with the instructor.


The paper will be approximately ten to fifteen pages in length, typewritten, and double-spaced.  The following scale will be used in determining the grade for the research paper.


Style:



Grammar


 
10 points



Clarity




10 points



Coherence



10 points


Content:



Identification and Short Discussion
15 points



 of the Policy Sphere



Demonstration of the Relationship
40 points 




 to Regime Theory



Bibliography and Citations

15 points

Submission Policy: I do not accept late submissions, and I do not accept e-mail submissions of assigned course work.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of “research service” papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an “F” for the course.


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating for this will include, but will not be limited to, my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior

work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

OFFICE HOURS:  Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments.  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance.  You may well find that my calendar is full. You may also reach me by e-mail or by phone (402-280-4712).
ASSIGNMENTS:  Readings are to be completed by the first day of the assignment unless otherwise noted in parentheses.  

Topic




Date


Readings
Course Introduction


Jan 11


None
NO CLASS



Jan 13


Paradigms



Jan 16-20

Ku
A Theory of International Relations
Jan 23


M, part 1
Rational States and an Anarchic 
Jan 25-27

M, part 2 (Jan 25)
 System: Power and the Struggle



M, part 3 (Jan 27)
 for Power (Realism)

The Search for Order:


Jan 30-Feb 1

M, part 4 (Jan 30)
 The Balance of Power 

Limitations of Power


Feb 3-6

M, part 5 (Feb 3)









M, part 6 (Feb 6)

International Society and Order 
Feb 8-10

Bu, part 1 (Feb 8)
Sources of Order


Feb 13-15

Bu, part 2 (Feb 13)
A Case Study: The Cold War as
Feb 20-24

none



 Cooperation

First Examination


Feb 27
International Regimes


Feb 29-Mar 2

K, 1-22, 61-92

Spring Break -  March 3-11

The Analytical Essay 


Mar 12-14

none

Analytical Essay Topic Due – March 16

Regime Dynamics


Mar 16-19

K, 93-114 (Mar 16)









K, 141-172 (Mar 18)

Game Theory and Regimes

Mar 21-23

K, 115-140 

The Neorealist Critique

Mar 26


K, 337-354

 (Relative Gains)

The Neoliberal Response

Mar 28


K, 355-368

 (Absolute Gains)

Globalization



Mar 30 – Apr 4
F

Easter Break – April 6-9

The Global Economic System I
Apr 4-8

none

First Draft of Analytical Essay Due – April 11

The Global Economic System II
Apr 11-13

none

The Analytical Paper


Apr 16-27

none

Final Draft, Analytical Essay Due – April 27
Second Examination - Wednesday, May 2, 1:00 to 2:40 P.M.
