
PLS 591PRIVATE 


SENIOR RESEARCH SEMINAR IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

fall 2012





Instructor:  Professor Terry Clark

Office:


CRHL 429e
Office Hours:  
M, 12:00 to 1:30 PM and 5:00 to 5:30 PM;



W, 1:00 to 1:30 PM;  F, 12:00 to 1:30 PM
Phone:


402- 293-8460 

e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu

I reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus that I deem necessary in order to clarify requirements, resolve conflicting requirements, or enhance student learning.

In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to a disease or other medical outbreak, a natural disaster, or other emergency, the format for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course.  In that event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version.


SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY!!!!  


I am excited as we begin this seminar together, and I know you are too!  However, I want you to be excited in the positive sense.  That is, instead of being excited because you have heard 
“horror stories” about PLS 591 and are therefore dreading this semester, I want you to be excited about the opportunity standing before you.  The former will lead to defeatism, lethargy and procrastination, in short all the factors that contribute to failure.  Do not let this happen to you!


I am serious when I say that there may be no more important opportunity given you in your four years as a student of political science than that offered by this seminar.  The paper you are going to write will require you to summon all the skills and knowledge that you have acquired thus far and put them to the task of producing a focused and logically coherent research paper.  The exercise will pay off huge dividends if it is done correctly.  To put it succinctly, your future employer will care little whether you can save him or her the trouble of purchasing an encyclopedia because you know all the "facts."  On the other hand, you will not keep your job for long if you can not write well.  And writing well means constructing just the kind of argument from a complex and confusing array of data that you will do in this seminar! 

OBJECTIVES: This seminar is the capstone course for the majors in political science and international relations.  Students will engage in a research project that demonstrates 1) mastery of the research process in the social sciences, 2) achievement of critical thinking skills, and 3) mastery of oral and written presentation.

COMMUNICATION: All students are required to have and use a Creighton e-mail account.  I will make frequent use of these accounts, and these accounts only, to advise students on matters related to the course, to include class cancellation.  

COSTS:  There are no required texts for this seminar.  However, you should expect to spend money for your poster, research supplies, on-line library searches, inter-library loan, duplication, postage, the purchase of reports or research materials, and travel.  I  recommend that you set aside at least $250 for these purchases.
EVALUATION:  Because of the importance of interaction with me and your fellow seminar members, ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED.  Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of four (4) written assignments, a quiz on statistics, class attendance, a poster presentation, a first draft of your research paper, and a final draft.  
***


Furthermore, any student desiring an A or a B+ must make an oral presentation.  (This is not the same requirement as the poster presentation. Everyone will make a poster presentation for grade.)  Students with an A or B+ at the end of the semester who have not made an oral presentation will have their grades lowered to a B.  If a student has a B or lower grade, not making an oral presentation will not effect his/her final grade.
***
The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.


three research questions



5%

poster presentation




5%


statistics quiz





10%


short written assignments     
5% each =

20%


first draft





10%


final draft





50%

The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A
(oral presentation required)

88 to 92




B+
(oral presentation required)

83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

Attendance:  You are permitted one unexcused absence without penalty.  For every unexcused absence in excess of one, you will lose five points from your final grade.  Should you miss three seminars without an excuse, you fail.  Excused absences are limited to 1) participation in Creighton University-sponsored events (one week’s advance notice by e-mail is required), 2) a death in one’s immediate family, 3) being quarantined for medical reasons, 4) hospitalization, 5) a serious illness or communicable disease, and 6) a life-threatening incident.  I reserve the right to determine whether an absence is excused.


I will record attendance at the beginning of each seminar meeting.  Please be sure to arrive on time.  Should you be late, it is your responsibility to request that I record you as having been present.  In some cases, however, you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent.  I reserve the right to make the final determination.  


There will be no group meetings for the seminar during the latter half of the semester.  Each of you will be required to schedule an appointment with me at least once during this period. I shall consider your missing a scheduled appointment with me as an absence.  If you will not be able to make a scheduled appointment, you are required to advise me of this not less than an hour in advance.

Written Assignments:  You will write four short papers (typewritten and double-spaced) as the semester progresses, each of which is intended with some modification to be incorporated into the text of your final research paper.

Research Paper:   I will not accept qualitative methods, political philosophy, case studies, or non-empirical papers.  I will only accept papers that employ statistical analysis (multi-variate regression analysis or structural equation models [SEM]) or those that are explicitly formal-theoretical.  If the number of cases is limited, I will accept QCA or fQCA.  I reserve the right to refuse a paper based on method, approach, or substance. 


Needless to say, all work must be original.  Your research paper should be approximately 20-45 pages long plus a bibliography, typewritten and double-spaced.  You must use either the APA or MLA style for citations and the bibliography.  No other style will be accepted

A first draft of the paper will be due on November 3.  The final paper will be due at 3:30 PM, December 15.  No late papers will be accepted.  I will NOT accept any research papers after 3:30 PM, December 15, under anything other than the most extenuating of circumstances.  

While method and content are the most important factor in determining your grade, grammar and style are also important.  The research paper will be evaluated based on grammar, style, logic, method, and content using the following scale:


Style:



Grammar





10 points



Clarity






10 points


Content:




Research Question




10 points


Literature Review




15 points



Hypothesis and Theory



10 points



Data and Method




15 points



Results






15 points



Conclusions and Implications



 5 points



Bibliography and Citations



10 points

Late Submission Policy:  I will not accept any late submissions in this course.  All late submissions will receive a failing grade. I do not accept course work submitted by e-mail.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgement that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior

work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

OFFICE HOURS:   Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments.  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance.  In addition, you may reach me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.). 

CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE:

Date

Topic





Assignment
Aug 22

Research Questions



Submit three research questions
Aug 29

Literature Reviews 



Research Question due
Sep 5

Hypotheses and Theories


First Short Paper Due - 








Research Question
Sep 12

Data and Method



Second Short Paper Due-









Literature Review
Sep 19

Review of Methods and Statistics

Third Short Paper Due - 









Hypothesis and Theory


Sep 26

Results and Conclusions 


Statistics Quiz 
Oct 3

Review




Fourth Short Paper Due-








Data and Method

Oct 10

Individual Appointments
Oct 17

No Class – Fall Recess

Oct 24

Individual Appointments
Oct 31

First Draft of Research Paper Due

Nov 7

Discussion of Draft Papers
Nov 14

Oral Presentations
Nov 21

Oral Presentations

Nov 28

Oral Presentations

Nov 30 
Required Poster Session


Poster


(Skutt Student Center Ballroom, 10:30 am to 2:00 pm, posters must be hung no 



later than 10:20 am)

Dec 3

No class
1:00 PM, Dec 12

Last Day and Time When Research Papers Will Be Accepted 
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