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EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

Education
· 1998-2001. PhD., Political Science, University of Arizona. Tucson, Arizona. Dissertation: “Small Parties in Latin America”, Advisor: Brian F. Crisp.
· 1996-1998. M.A., Political Science, University of Arizona. Tucson, Arizona.
· 1990-1994. B.A. Political Science, San José State University. San José, California. 

Areas of Concentration
· Comparative Politics, Latin American Politics, Political Institutions, Electoral Systems and Representation.
· Quantitative and Qualitative Skills: Linear and Non-linear regression, Count models, Time series, Elite interviews.
· Language skills: Spanish (native fluency)


Experience
· Assistant Professor, Creighton University, Department of Political Science and International Studies. August 2007-present.
· Resident Assistant Professor, Creighton University, Department of Political Science and International Studies. August 2006- 2007.
· Assistant Professor, University of Iowa, Department of Political Science. August 2001- June 2006. 
· Instructor, University of Arizona, Department of Political Science. Summer 2000, Summer 1999, Spring 1999.
· Editorial Assistant, Political Research Quarterly. University of Arizona. August 1998-June 2000.
· Graduate Associate, University of Arizona, Department of Political Science. August 1998-June 2001.
· Graduate Assistant, University of Arizona, Department of Political Science. August 1996- June 1998.

Memberships
· American Political Science Association (APSA). Member, 1997-present.
· Latin American Studies Association (LASA). Member, 1997-present.
· Latin American Political Institutions Section (LASA). Member, 1998-present
· Midwestern Political Science Association (MWPSA). Member, 2001- present.

SCHOLARSHIP

Publications 
Books
· Report on the Resolution of Outstanding Property Claims Between Cuba and the United States. (With Patrick J. Borchers, Michael J. Kelly, Richard C. Witmer, Arthur Pearlstein, and James Wunsch). 2007. Creighton University Press.

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles:
· “Squeaky Wheels and Unequal Policy: Executive Authority and Education Reform.” 2008. (with Clayton Thyne.) Comparative Political Studies, 41 (7): 921-946.
· “A Proposed Property Claims Settlement Mechanism for the United States and Cuba.” 2007. (With Richard C. Witmer, II, Patrick J. Borchers, and Michael Kelly). Cuban Affairs Journal., 2(4): .
· “Whither the Colombian Two Party System: An Assessment of Electoral Reforms and Their Limits.” 2005. Electoral Studies, 24 (3): 485-509. 
·  “Subnational Determinants of National Multipartism.” 2003. Legislative Studies Quarterly, 28 (2): 179-201.
· “The 1992 Coup Attempts in Venezuela: Causes and Failure.” (With Baburkin, Sergei, Andrew C. Danopoulos, and Rita Giacalone) 1999. Journal of Political and Military Sociology. 27 (1): 141-154. 

Peer Reviewed Book Chapters:
· “Mejor Solo que Mal Acompañado: Political Entrepreneurs in Colombia” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon) In Peter Siavelis and Scott Morgenstern, eds. Pathways to Power: Political Recruitment and Democracy in Latin America. 2008. Pennsylvania State Press.
· “Deepening Democracy by Renovating Political Practices: The Struggle for Electoral Reform in Colombia” 2007. (With Matthew Soberg Shugart and Luis Eduardo Fajardo) in Scott Mainwaring and Christopher Welna, eds. Peace, Democracy and Human Rights in Colombia. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press.
· “Spectral Analysis.” 2004. In Lewis-Beck, Alan E. Bryman and Tim Futing Liao. Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.   
· “The Accountability Deficit in Latin America.” 2003. (With Brian F. Crisp and Matthew Soberg Shugart) in Scott Mainwaring and Christopher Welna eds. Democratic Accountability in Latin America. 2003. Oxford U.K.: Oxford University Press. 

Other publications in peer reviewed journals:
· “Review: Voting Amid Violence: Electoral Democracy in Colombia”. Forthcoming. Comparative Political Studies.
· “Review: reclaiming Latin America: Experiments in Radical Social Democracy”. Forthcoming. Bulletin of Latin American Research.

External Grants
· US AID. [Co-Principal Investigator] Property Rights in Cuba. USAID $750,000 (September 2005-June 2007).
· Tinker Foundation Research Grant. Summer 1999. To conduct dissertation research on the roles of small parties in Colombia. Data on bill initiation was collected to determine what roles small parties played in the Colombian Congress between 1986-1998. Electoral data was also collected.
· Fulbright Student Grant. July 1994-July 1995. To conduct pre-doctoral research in Bogotá, Colombia, S.A.

Internal Grants and Awards
· Academic Affairs Research Initiative Grant. Creighton University. (Proposal Title: Regimes and the Protection of Property Rights: An Empirical Examination). To conduct additional data collection and research into the links between economics (property rights) and democratic institutions.  Total funding: $10,000 dispersed over the 2008-2009 academic year  (With Richard C. Witmer,II) 
· Old Gold Fellowship. University of Iowa. Summer 2002. To conduct field research and analysis on Nontraditional Political Parties in Colombia. 
· International Programs Travel Grant. University of Iowa. Salamanca, Spain. July 9-11, 2002. 
· Language across the curriculum. Granted .25 HTE for academic year 2002-2003. Funds used to hire a teaching assistant for a Spanish language component for Political Science 145 (Political Parties in Latin America). 
· nTITLE Grant recipient. 2003. University of Iowa. 

Invited Lectures or Conference Participation
· “Blame the President: The Role of Presidential Power on Democratic Accountability.” (With Kathleen Pitts.) Paper prepared for the 67th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL. April 2-5, 2009.
· Discussant. “Interbranch Relations” The 67th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL. April 2-5, 2009.
· Discussant. “Comparative Politics Poster Session.” The 67th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL. April 2-5, 2009.
· Invited presentation “El Quien Manda: Executive Authority and Property Rights in Latin America.” (With Richard Witmer, II )Department of Political Science Comparative Politics Colloquium Series. Texas A & M University, College Station, TX. March 2009.
· Discussant. “Institutional Constraints on the Policy Process.” American Political Science Association Meeting. Boston, MA. August 28-31, 2008.
· “Property Right and Democracy: An Institutional Perspective.” Paper prepared for the 66th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL. April 3-6, 2008.
· Chair and Discussant. “Voters and Elites in Latin America.” The 66th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL. April 3-6, 2008.
· “Platforms, Policy and the Bottom Line: What do ‘New’ Parties Value in Colombia and Venezuela?” Latin American Studies Association International Congress. San Juan, Puerto Rico. March 15-18, 2006. 
· “Institutional Determinants of Identity Politics in Colombia and Ecuador” (with Karleen Jones) American Political Science Association Meeting. Washington D.C. September 1-4, 2005
· “Squeaky Wheels and Uneven Reform: Education Policy in the Americas, 1980-2000” (With Clayton Thyne).  Midwest Political Science Association Meeting.  Chicago, IL April 7-10, 2005. 
· “What’s in a Name? Quality Candidates in Colombia.” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meeting.  Chicago, IL April 7-10, 2005. 
·  “What’s in a Name? Quality Candidates in Colombia.” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon). Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting.  Chicago, IL September 2-5 , 2004. 
· “Coup Behavior Across the Americas” (With Michael Lewis-Beck and Jacque Amoureux). Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting.  Chicago, IL September 2-5 , 2004. 
· “Measuring Latin American Coups: Beyond the Military ‘Classic’”(With Michael Lewis-Beck and Jacque Amoureux). Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Las Vegas Nevada. October 5-8, 2004. 
· “Mejor Solo Que Mal Acompanado: Political Entrepreneurs in Colombia” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon). Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Las Vegas Nevada. October 5-8, 2004. 
· “Political  Entrepreneurs in Colombia.” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon) Presented at the Pathways to Power Conference (hosted by Scott Morgenstern and Peter Siavelis).  Wake Forest, NC April 4-6, 2004.
· “The Effects of Political and Electoral Reforms on the Colombian and Venezuelan Party Systems” Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. August 27-31, 2003.
· “Principals, Agents, Checks and Balances in Latin American Democracies”(With Brian F. Crisp and Matthew Soberg Shugart) Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. August 27-31, 2003.
· “Quality Challengers in Colombia and Venezuela”(with Maria Escobar-Lemmon) Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Dallas, Texas. March 27-27, 2003.
·  “Representation and Colombia’s “New” Parties: The Effects of Political Reform on the Colombian Party System” Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting. Boston, MA. August 29- September 1, 2002. 
· “Representation and Non-traditional Parties in the Colombian Congress” Presented at the First Latin American Political Science Conference. Salamanca, Spain. July 9-11, 2002. 
· “Sub-National Candidates Quality and Institutional Incentives in Colombia and Venezuela, 1989-2000” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon) Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meeting. Chicago, IL. April 25-28, 2002. 
· “Reforming Democracy in Latin America” Presented at Western Hemispheric Integration, Democracy and the Rule of Law: A critical discussion of the proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)
.University of Iowa. April 5-7, 2002.     (Invited) 
· “Deepening Democracy by Renovating Political Practices: The Struggle for Electoral Reform in Colombia” (With Matthew Soberg Shugart and Luis Eduardo Fajardo). Presented at the Conference on Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace in Colombia: Understanding the Crisis, Developing New Policies, and Sustaining Civil Society. (Sponsored by the Kroc Institute for International Studies, Center for Civil and Human Rights, Colombian Commission of Jurists, and the Inter-American Dialogue) Notre Dame, Indiana. March 26-27, 2001.
· “The Representation Gap and Small Party Legislators in Colombia” Presented at the Western Political Science Association Meeting. Las Vegas, NV. March 15-17, 2001
· “Electoral Arrangements and Multipartism.” Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting. Washington D.C.  August 31- September 3, 2000.
· “The Accountability Deficit in Latin America.” (With Matthew Soberg Shugart and Brian F. Crisp). Presented at the University of Notre Dame’s Conference on Institutions, Accountability, and Democratic Governance in Latin America. Kellogg Institute for International Studies, Notre Dame, Indiana. May 8-9, 2000.
· “Bolivarian vs. Consensual Modes of Constitutional Replacement in Latin America in the 1990’s” (With Brian F. Crisp and Matthew Soberg Shugart). Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Miami, Florida. March 16-18, 2000.
· “An Empirical Examination of Gubernatorial Elections.” Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Miami, Florida. March 16-18, 2000.
· “Can Subnational Reform Harm New Parties? Electoral Arrangements and Multipartism: Evidence from Colombia.” Presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting. Atlanta, Georgia. September 2-5, 1999.
· “Explaining Turnout in Established Democracies.” Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting. Seattle, Washington. March 25-27, 1999.
· “The Subnational Determinants of National Multipartism.” Presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress. Chicago, Illinois. September 24-28, 1998.

Works Under Review
· “El Quien Manda: Executive Authority and Property Rights in Latin America.” Under review at British Journal of Political Science. (With Richard Witmer, II)
· “Platforms, Policy and the Bottom Line: What do ‘New’ Parties Value in Colombia and Venezuela?” Under review at Journal of Latin American Studies. 
·  “The Power of the Pen: Do Independent Human Rights Offices Improve Human Rights Provisions in Latin America?” Under review at International Studies Quarterly. (With Richard Witmer, II)

Works in Progress
· “Blame the President: The Role of Presidential Power on Democratic Accountability.” (With Kathleen Pitts.) In Progress.
· “Economic Growth and Presidential Power in Comparative Perspective.” In progress. (With Richard Witmer, II)
· “Building Justice: The Role of Democratic Institutions on Human Rights” In Progress. (With Richard Witmer, II)
· “Subnational Elections and the Rise of Quality Challengers in Colombia and Venezuela, 1989-2000.” (With Maria Escobar-Lemmon). In Progress. (Undergoing revisions for Comparative Political Studies).
· “Coups across Latin America: Cycles and Patterns.” (With Michael Lewis-Beck and Jacque Amoureux). 
·  “The Strategic Use of Subnational Office in Colombia, Venezuela, and Ecuador.” In progress. 
· “Institutional Determinants of Identity Politics in Colombia and Ecuador.” (with Karleen Jones) In progress.
· “Reconstituting Democracy: Institutional Patterns of Political Overhaul in Latin America” (With Matthew Soberg Shugart and Brian F. Crisp). In progress. 
· “Principals, Agents, Checks, and Balances in Presidential and Parliamentary Democracies.” (With  Matthew Soberg Shugart and Brian F. Crisp). In Progress.
· Re-examining Relevance: Small Parties in Latin America (tentative title for book in progress). 


Other Research Activities
· Reviewer for National Science Foundation. Fall 2009./ Fall 2008.
· Peer reviewer for University of New England Press.
· Peer Reviewer for Comparative Political Studies, Journal of Politics, British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Politics, American Journal of Political Science, and Legislative Studies Quarterly, Bulletin of Latin American Research.
*NOTE: Works in bold type indicate new additions or items that have changed status (published, revised, submitted for publication, or recent conference participation) during this year.


TEACHING

Teaching Assignments
· Courses taught at Creighton University. 
	Semester and Year
	Course Number
	Course Taught
	Students Enrolled

	Fall 2006
	PLS 215
	Comparative Politics
	12

	Fall 2006
	PLS 317
	Latin American Government
	20

	Fall 2006
	PLS 410
	Seminar in Comparative Politics: Cuba After the Transition
	3

	Spring 2007
	PLS 310
	Research Methods
	26

	Spring 2007
	PLS 440
	Inter-American Relations
	

	Fall 2007
	PLS 215
	Comparative Politics
	22

	Spring 2008
	PLS 310
	Research Methods
	22

	Spring 2008
	PLS 317
	Latin American Government and Politics
	27

	Fall 2008
	PLS 105
	Introduction to World Politics
	30

	Fall 2008
	PLS 407
	Revolutions
	10

	Fall 2008
	PLS 591
	Senior Research Seminar
	12

	Spring 2009
	PLS 105
	Introduction to World Politics
	27

	Spring 2009
	PLS 410
	Seminar in Comparative Politics: Countervailing Ambitions
	11

	Spring 2009
	PLS 493
	Directed Independent Readings
	2

	Spring 2009
	PLS 497
	Directed Independent Research
	2

	Fall 2009
	RSP 101
	Introduction to Collegiate Life
	20

	Fall 2009
	PLS 310
	Research Methods
	9

	Fall 2009
	PLS 340
	International Politics
	29





Tools
· Blackboard, WebCT. Extensive use of internet and computer applications when teaching.

*NOTE: Items in bold type indicate new additions.

SERVICE

Service to the Community
· Op-ed for KIOS FM “Chavez: What’s the Fuss?” Taped February 14, 2007.
· Invited participation. The Latino Perspective. CTI Channel 22. April 2009.

Service to the College and Department
· Faculty Preceptor, June 2008- present. Ratio Studiorum Program.
· Undergraduate major advising, August 2006- present.
· Departmental Assessment Coordinator. August 2007- present.
· Students Supervised (graduate and undergraduate). See chart on following page.

Students Supervised
	Degree Objective
	Student
	Year of Degree
	Outcome

	Graduate Students supervised 
	Danielle Pressler 
(US AID Grant-related work, Fall 2006)
	
	Completed.
M.A. earned.

	
	Nancy McGauvran
(US AID grant-related work, Fall 2006)
	
	Completed.

	
	Jessica Lynch
(US AID Grant-related work, Fall 2006)
	2006
	Completed. M.A. earned

	Graduate Students for whom I am currently serving as advisor

	NA
	-
	-

	Graduate Students for whom I have served as thesis reader

	Tiffany Siebert
	

	Completed. M.A. earned

	
	Julie Borchers 
	
	Completed.

	Undergraduate students I have supervised

	John Gervich
(US AID Grant-related work, Fall 2006)

	
	Completed.
B.A. earned

	
	Kathleen Pitts
(Undergraduate research assistant)
	
	Completed.
B.A. earned.

	
	Jessica May
(Independent readings and research)
	
	Completed.
B.A. earned.

	
	Michael Horvath
(Independent readings and research)
	
	Completed.
B.A. earned.

	Undergraduate Honor students whose work I have supervised 

	NA
	-
	-





Service to the Profession
· Section Head. Comparative Politics: Political Institutions. 68th Annual Midwestern Political Science Association Conference.  (To be held April 22-25, 2010.)
· Reviewer for National Science Foundation. Fall 2009.
· Peer reviewer for University of New England Press.
· Peer Reviewer for Comparative Political Studies, Journal of Politics, British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Politics, American Journal of Political Science, and Legislative Studies Quarterly, Bulletin of Latin American Research.

*NOTE: Items in bold type indicate new additions.
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