Awards

Teaching for Tomorrow Award 



(2003)
Omicron Delta Kappa of Creighton University.  Omicron Delta Kappa Society is the national leadership honor society for college students, faculty, staff, administrators, and alumni that recognizes and encourages superior scholarship, leadership, and exemplary character.

Summer Research Grant  





(2004)

Grant given by the Creighton Graduate School for research on projects in the summer.
Graduate School Research Grant



(2008)
Grant given by the Creighton University Graduate School for scholars to pursue research on projects relevant to their field.

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Teaching Award 
(2009)
Established by the Creighton Students Union to recognize outstanding teachers whose service to Creighton has had a far reaching impact (see text of award below).

Creighton University

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Award for Teaching Achievement

Thomas M. Kelly, Ph.D.

May 16, 2009

Creighton students know the reason that Creighton University is one of the premier private universities nationwide – exceptional faculty. 
Nearly 40 years ago, the Creighton Students Union established the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Award for Teaching Achievement. The student-selected award is given annually to honor a Creighton professor who exemplifies the Creighton mission and Jesuit ideals.  
Today the Creighton Students Union is pleased to announce the 2009 recipient of this award: Dr. Thomas M. Kelly, Department of Theology. 
If you are searching for Dr. Kelly on campus, the logical place would be his office in the Humanities Building. But if not found there, a trip to the cities of Santiago or Santo Domingo might yield results.  
In addition to teaching courses during the year on Catholic Social Teaching and Jesus Christ as Liberator, Dr. Kelly serves as the campus coordinator for the Encuentro Dominicano program. 
In the words of senior student nominators, Dr. Kelly is interactive, passionate, inspirational, more than a teacher, a role model, and most important - a friend.  His teaching strategy is simple: “The best way for students to learn is to experience it!”  
In the Dominican Republic and El Salvador, students witness firsthand the social and economic hardships of third-world countries. Dr. Kelly presses his students to grapple with the historical, social and theological frameworks with which they are unfamiliar. Amidst requirements of 20-page papers, manual labor in rural villages and the dense reading of philosophers and historians, Dr. Kelly has developed a program that truly is an “education for transformation.” It challenges each student in their perspectives of living in simplicity, serving others and truly being men and woman for and with others.
Dr. Kelly has reached beyond the norms of teaching and embodied the Jesuit Value of cura personalis. Succinctly, this value stresses the importance of the development of the whole person or in this case the student. The Creighton Students Union is honored to once again recognize a phenomenal member of the Creighton faculty, Dr. Thomas M. Kelly.  
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