As You Like It a Well-
Crafted Performance

KELLY GOODALL
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The lights dim and the auditori-
um fills with an energetic and lively
romantic score that sets the tone for
William Shakespeare’s As You Like It,
now playing at
Creiggton’s ied

Through separate misfortunes,
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"The story is a touching
romance, but the tale is
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One thing that works to the play’s
advantage is that director Alan Klem
chose to set the story in the southern
mountains of France in 1836 rather
than Shakespeare’s usual Elizabethan
period. According to Klem, he decid-
ed that since many of Shakespeare’s
plays are timeless, and the story is
essentially a romance, he would set it
at the height of the romantic move-
ment -~ 1830’s France.

Overall, the acting in As You Like
Itis terrific. Kathleen Christal, a 1986
Creighton graduate who took a break
from her career in New York to return
to Omaha for the production, is an
excellent choice as Rosalind. She
captures Rosalind’s charm, grace, wit
and flaring temper beautifully.

Other no'arl):ule performances are
made by Steph Mader, who does a
superb job as the lively Celia, and
David Lewis, who tackles a dual role
to portray the darkness of Duke
Frederick as well as the kindness of
Frederick’s twin brother, Duke Senior.
Also, Michael J. McCandless provides
excellent comic relief as Celia’s ser-
vant, Touchstone. The scene when
Corin, (L. James Wright) tries to teach
Touchstone to fish is hilarious.

Praise should also be given to the
set and costume crews. set crew
excelled in creating a beautiful forest
scene, complete with an enchantin,
waterfall. Similarly, costume an
makeup designer Wendy Stark did a
wonderful jngncreau'ng bright, vibrant
costumes. She mana?ed to capture
the the personalities of the characters
through their clothing.  Duke
Frederick’s very serious dark-colored
suit mirrors his personality wonderful-
ly, and Celia and Rosalind’s ?urple
tea dresses are a perfect choice for the

However, one problem that the
play has is that often the actors speak
too quickly and the words seem to run
together. The largest problem is in
the first scene, as it moves very quick-
Z‘la.nd has 1\: s:hwfdﬁe:d of action and

logue. Much of the story is set u
in thgu:cene, making it initially d.|ﬂ£
cult to follow wbatismngon.

Despite the fact the opening
is a little bit once the story
T begina, it becomes much clear-
er. Thé actors do a good job of con-
veying their characters facial
expression and es when the dia-
Loeg; ety lnl;" bit muddled. It is

itely worth seeing.

A.ﬁ;ol Like It will continue
toni; Sunday and Oct. 10,
11 and 12. ormances are at 8
p.m. Tickets are $8 for the general
public and $5 with a student 1D.



