China
中国
Pinyin: Zhōngguó
	Minorities: 55 groups, most dominant by far is the Han Chinese 
Total Area
3,705,406.97 sq mi
9,596,960.00 sq km
(slightly smaller than the US)
Literacy
81.5% total, 89.9% male, 72.7% female (1995 est.)
Religions
Daoist (Taoist), Buddhist, Muslim 2%-3%, Christian 1% (est.)
note: officially atheist
Life Expectancy
69.81 male, 73.59 female (2001 est.)
Industry
iron and steel, coal, machine building, armaments, textiles and apparel, petroleum, cement, chemical fertilizers, footwear, toys, food processing, automobiles, consumer electronics, telecommunications
Arable Land
10%
Agriculture
rice, wheat, potatoes, peanuts, tea, barley, cotton, oilseed; pork; fish
Natural Resources
coal, iron ore, petroleum, natural gas,  tin, tungsten, antimony, manganese, aluminum, lead, zinc, uranium, hydropower potential (world's largest)


Translation: “Middle Kingdom/Country”
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National Capital:  Beijing
International dialing code = +86
Provinces: 22 
(not including Taiwan)
Population: 1.3 billion
Language: Standard Chinese or Mandarin (Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect) (850 million Chinese speak it), also Yue (Cantonese), Wu (Shanghaiese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, Hakka dialects, minority languages (Tibetan, etc.)
Government Type: Communist state

Introduction:

China is one of the world's oldest continuous civilizations, consisting of states and cultures dating back more than 6000 years. It has the world's longest continuously-used written language system, and is the source of such major inventions as what the British scholar and biochemist Joseph Needham called the Four Great Inventions of Ancient China: paper, the compass, gunpowder, and printing. China is also one of the main birth places of Eastern martial arts. The names of martial arts were called Kung Fu, or its first name Wushu. China also includes the home to the well-respected Shaolin Monastery.
Economy:

The People's Republic of China has the second largest economy in the world after the US with a GDP of nearly $ 7 trillion (2007).  20% of the world's population is also living within its borders. The country is one of the world's largest producers of a number of industrial and mineral products, including cotton cloth, tungsten, and antimony, and is an important producer of cotton yarn, coal, crude oil, and a number of other products. Its [image: image2.jpg]TG PG o A
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mineral resources are probably among the richest in the world but are only partially developed. Although China has acquired some highly sophisticated production facilities through trade and also has built a number of advanced engineering plants capable of manufacturing an increasing range of sophisticated equipment, including nuclear weapons and satellites, most of its industrial output still comes from relatively backward and ill-equipped factories. The technological level and quality standards of its industry as a whole are still fairly low. 
The two most important sectors of the economy have traditionally been agriculture and industry, which together employ more than 70% of the labor force and produce more than 60% of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product).
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Flag:

The large golden star is said to represent the leadership of the Communist Party of China, while the four smaller stars are believed to represent the four classes of people in China (as categorized by Mao Zedong): workers, peasants, petty bourgeoisie, and patriotic capitalists.  The colors represented, red and gold, also are symbolic in meaning.  Red is a color commonly associated with communism and gold is said to symbolize the yellow race of the Chinese nation.
The design was officially approved on September 27, 1949 and on October 1, 1949, President Mao Zedong raised the flag over Tiananmen Square for the first time for all to see. The Chinese flag is raised at sunrise and lowered at sunset in a simple ceremony everyday.  The daily ceremonies take place in Beijing at Tiananmen Square, where the flag’s design was first unveiled to the people of China, in front of a large crowd of spectators.  
PRC vs. ROC:

The stalemate of the last Chinese Civil War has resulted in two political entities using the name China: the People's Republic of China (PRC), commonly known as China, which controls mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macau; and the Republic of China (ROC), commonly known as Taiwan, which controls the island of Taiwan and some nearby islands.
History:
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Ancient China was one of the earliest centers of human civilization. Chinese civilization was also one of the few to invent writing independently, the others being Mesopotamia, Indus Valley Civilization, Maya Civilization, Ancient Greece, and Ancient Egypt. Archaeological evidence suggests that the earliest humans in China date from 2.24 million to 250,000 years ago. A cave in Zhoukoudian (near present-day Beijing) has fossils dated at somewhere between 300,000 to 550,000 years. The first unified Chinese state was established by the Qin Dynasty in 221 BC. 
(see “Summary of Chinese Dynastic History” for more information)
Present:

Today, mainland China is administered by the People's Republic of China—a one-party state under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party; while the island of Taiwan and surrounding islands are administered by the Republic of China—a democratic multi-party state

Since its retreat to Taiwan, the Republic of China has not formally renounced its claim to all of China, nor has it changed its official maps, which includes the mainland and Mongolia
Due to the One-China policy, states around the world are pressured to refuse, or to cut off, diplomatic relations with the Republic of China. As a result, only 24 U.N. member states currently maintain official diplomatic relations with the Republic of China while the vast majority of the U.N. member states maintain official diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China
[image: image5.jpg]L \—_—

Mongolia

Ta a £l
ey (] ign’ Gaie
ok Yooy | ST o LSout
Golmua, xqrg (o i
> 2 eLanznou ianyungang.
s 2% L edhangans Yot
. s EA
o China viete 2 S hanchas
i voten c
"(tv“'l-hliﬁ Chenggu ool East
Crangangs wNanerang’  China
Fuznoug of Sea
Garges A Guiyange
POy -
o Yo Gusngnou 4 & gaohetng
Bay of Phiippines
Bongal Lz
e South China
[ Sea

Cambodial




Geography:
China ranges from mostly plateaus and mountains in the west to lower lands in the east. Principal rivers flow from west to east, including the Yangtze (central) and the Huang He (Yellow river, north-central).  In the west, the north has a great alluvial plain, and the south has a vast calcareous tableland traversed by hill ranges of moderate elevation, and the Himalayas, containing Earth's highest point, Mount Everest.  The northwest also has high plateaus with more arid desert landscapes such as the expanding Gobi Desert. 
Climate:
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The climate of China varies greatly. The northern zone (containing Beijing) has summer daytime temperatures of more than 30 degrees Celsius and winters of Arctic severity. The central zone (containing Shanghai) has a temperate continental climate with very hot summers and cold winters. The southern zone (containing Guangzhou) has a subtropical climate with very hot summers and mild winters.
(picture: new rail line just opened connecting Beijing to Lhasa, Tibet.  It takes a total of 48 hours to travel between the two cities)
Culture:
Sports: Many historians believe that football (soccer) originated in China, where a form of the sport may have appeared around 1000 CE. Other popular sports include basketball (very popular among young people in urban centers), martial arts, table tennis (ping pong), badminton, and more recently, golf. There are also many traditional sports including Chinese dragon boat racing and Mongolian-style wrestling and horse racing in Inner Mongolia. In Tibet, archery and equestrian sports are part of traditional festivals. Board games such as International Chess, Go (Weiqi), and Xiangqi (Chinese chess) are also common and have organized formal competitions.
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A large part of traditional Chinese culture is about finding the balance of Yin and Yang in relation to Qi, health, and the meridian system in order to find harmony. Traditional Chinese medicine consists of a number of treatments including Chinese herbology and acupuncture. Other less intrusive forms of health improvement include qigong and meditation. Physical fitness in general is highly regarded. It is common for the elderly to practice Tai Chi and qigong in parks. 
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Confucianism (main work being Confucius’ Analects) was the official philosophy throughout most of Imperial China's history, and mastery of Confucian texts was the primary criterion for entry into the imperial bureaucracy. China's traditional values were derived from various versions of Confucianism (valuing filial piety, or family hierarchy, ritual order, education, obedience to superiors, and self-cultivation).  Examinations and a culture of merit remain greatly valued in China today. Daoism (main work being LaoTzu’s Dao de Jing) and Buddhism both are also sparsely popular as well. Most social values are derived from Confucianism and Taoism with a combination of conservatism. 
Nationalism has long played a significant role in Chinese culture and society.  “Saving face,” unity as one nation and one people, etc. China is proud of its longstanding history and with its rapid emergence into the global community it wants to make sure it stays there and in good favor (hence the widespread preparation for this summer’s Olympic Games). 20th century China is one of experimentation with new systems of social, political, and economic organization that would allow for the reintegration of the nation in the wake of dynastic collapse.
Calligraphy (scrolls/paintings), martial arts, and Chinese literature all have a long past in China; the earliest classic work in Chinese, the I Ching or "Book of Changes" dates to around 1000 BC. Sun Tzu in The Art of War (c. 350 B.C.) extensively developed martial strategy and philosophy. An early legend in martial arts tells the tale of the Indian monk Bodhidharma (also called Daruma), believed to have lived around 550 [image: image9.jpg]


A.D. He is credited with founding the meditative philosophy of Zen Buddhism and influencing the unarmed combat arts of the Shaolin temple in China. The martial virtues of discipline, humility, restraint and respect are attributed to this philosophy. The teaching of martial arts in Asia has historically followed the cultural traditions of teacher-disciple apprenticeship. Students are trained in a strictly hierarchical system by a master instructor. 
Chinese fashion and other aspects of popular culture have also been evolving.  While many aspects still center around the traditional Chinese style (i.e. waitresses wearing red and white silk dresses with dragons on them) the influence of foreign culture can also clearly be seen (in music preference such as in dance clubs, fashion, hobbies, etc.).
Minorities:

The People's Republic of China (PRC) officially recognizes 56 distinct ethnic groups, the largest of which are Han Chinese, which constitutes about 91.9% of the total population. The 55 other ethnic groups are officially recognized as ethnic minority groups. The large ethnic minority groups in terms of population include the Zhuang (Thai) at 16 million, the Manchu (10 million), the Hui (9 million), the Miao (8 million), the Uyghur (7 million), the Yi (7 million), the Tujia (5.75 million), the Mongols (5 million), the Tibetans (5 million), the Buyei (3 million), and the Koreans (2 million).
Language:
Most languages in China belong to the Sino-Tibetan language family, spoken by 29 ethnicities. There are also several major dialects within the Chinese language itself. The most spoken dialects are Mandarin (spoken by over 70% of the population), Wu (Shanghainese), Yue (Cantonese), Min, Xiang, Gan, and Hakka. Non-Sinitic languages are spoken widely by ethnic minorities including Zhuang (Thai), Mongolian, Tibetan, and Korean. 
Religion & Philosophies:

The "official" orthodox faith system held by most dynasties of China until the overthrow of the last dynasty is a panentheism system, centering on the worship of "Heaven" (“Tian”) as an omnipotent force. This faith system pre-dated the development of Confucianism and Taoism or the introduction of Buddhism and Christianity. It has features of monotheism in that Heaven is seen as an omnipotent entity, endowed with personality but no corporeal form. Worship of Heaven includes the erection of shrines and the offering of prayers. Manifestations of the powers of Heaven include weather and natural disasters. Although it gradually diminished in popular belief after the advent of Taoism and Buddhism, among others, some of its concepts remained in use throughout the pre-modern period and have been incorporated in later religions of China. 
A large part of Chinese culture is based on the notion that a spiritual world exists. Countless methods of divination have helped answer questions, even serving as an alternate to medicine. Folklores have helped fill the gap for things that cannot be explained

Many of the stories have since evolved into traditional Chinese holidays.
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Taoism (Daoism) is an indigenous religion of China and is traditionally traced to the composition of Lao Zi's (LaoTzu’s) Tao Te Ching (Dao de Jing) (The Book of Tao and Its Virtues). The philosophy of Taoism is centered on "the way"; an understanding of which can be likened to recognizing the true nature of the universe. Taoism in its unorganized form is also considered a folk religion of China. More secular derivatives of Taoist ideas include Feng Shui, Sun Tzu's Art of War, and acupuncture. 
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Buddhism was introduced from India and Central Asia during the Han dynasty and became very popular among Chinese of all walks of life, embraced particularly by commoners, and sponsored by emperors in certain dynasties. Mahayana (大乘, Dacheng) is the predominant form of Buddhism practiced in China, where it was largely Sinicized and later exported to Korea, Japan and Vietnam. Some subsets of Mahayana popular in China include Pure Land (Amidism) and Zen. Buddhism is the largest organized faith in China and the country has the most Buddhist adherents in the world, followed by Japan. Many Chinese, however, identify themselves as both Taoist and Buddhist at the same time (there is a saying: “Taoist at night, Buddhist during the day”). 
Ancestor worship is a major religious theme shared among all Chinese religions. Traditional Chinese culture, Taoism, Confucianism, and Chinese Buddhism all value filial piety as a top virtue, and the act is a continued display of piety and respect towards departed ancestors. The Chinese generally offer prayers and food for the ancestors, light incense and candles, and burn offerings of Joss paper. These activities are typically conducted at the site of ancestral graves or tombs, at an ancestral temple, or at a household shrine.

Islam, Judaism and Christianity first arrived in China after the 7th century during the Tang Dynasty. Islam was later spread by merchants and craftsmen as trade routes improved along the Silk Road, while Christianity began to make significant inroads in China after the 16th century through Jesuit and later protestant missionaries. Islam arrived in China during the 8th century, only a few years after the Islamic prophet Muhammad's death. The Emperor of China took Islam highly, and the first mosque in China, the Huaisheng Mosque was built in Canton, Guangzhou in 630. In the first half of the 20th century, many Jews arrived in Shanghai and Hong Kong during those cities' periods of economic expansion, seeking refuge from the Holocaust in Europe. Shanghai was particularly notable for its volume of Jewish refugees, as it was the only port in the world then to accept them without an entry visa.

Accomplishments: 
Among the scientific accomplishments of ancient China were paper (not papyrus) and papermaking, woodblock printing and movable type printing, the magnetic compass, gunpowder, toilet paper, early seismological detectors, matches, sliding calipers, the double-action piston pump, blast furnace and cast iron, the iron plough, the multi-tube seed drill, the wheelbarrow, the suspension bridge, the parachute, natural gas as fuel, the escapement mechanism for clocks, the hydraulic-powered trip hammer, the mechanical chain and belt drive, the raised-relief map, the propeller, the crossbow, the cannon, the rocket, the multistage rocket, etc.
Chinese astronomers were also among the first to record observations of a supernova.
In the past few decades, China has become better connected to the global economy and is thus placing greater emphasis on science and technology.
Calendar:
In most of Asia today, the Gregorian calendar is used for day to day activities, but the Chinese calendar is still used for marking traditional East Asian holidays such as the Lunar New Year (Spring Festival) and the Mid-Autumn Festival. Because each month follows one cycle of the moon, it is also used to determine the phases of the moon

The current year in the Chinese calendar is the Year of the Earth Rat (year of Wù Zǐ, 戊子). It lasts from February 7, 2008 to January 25, 2009. Based on traditional beliefs, some form of the calendar has been in use for almost five millennia. Based on archaeological evidence some form of it has been in use for three and a half millennia.

Food
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Regional cultural differences vary greatly amongst the different regions of China, giving rise to the different styles of food. In most dishes in Chinese cuisine the food is prepared in bite-sized pieces (e.g. vegetable, meat, doufu), ready for direct picking up and eating. Traditionally, Chinese culture considered using knives and forks at the table barbaric due to fact that these implements are regarded as weapons. It was also considered ungracious to have guests work at cutting their own food. Fish are usually cooked and served whole, with diners directly pulling pieces from the fish with chopsticks to eat, unlike in some other cuisines where they are first filleted. This is because it is desired for fish to be served as fresh as possible, and more importantly, whole fish culturally signifies wholeness of things as it has a proper beginning (head) with an end (tail). 
In a Chinese meal, each individual diner is given his or her own bowl of rice while the accompanying dishes are served in communal plates (or bowls) that are shared by everyone sitting at the table. Each person picks food out of the communal plates on a bite-by-bite basis with their chopsticks. This is in contrast to western meals where it is customary to dole out individual servings of the dishes at the beginning of the meal. 
Vegetarianism is not uncommon or unusual in China, though, as is the case in the West, it is only practiced by a relatively small proportion of the population. Most Chinese vegetarians are Buddhists, following the Buddhist teachings about minimizing suffering. Chinese vegetarian dishes often contain large varieties of vegetables. 
In traditional Chinese culture, cold beverages are believed to be harmful to digestion of hot food, so items like ice-cold water or soft drinks are traditionally not served at meal-time. Besides soup, if any other beverages are served, they would most likely be hot tea or hot water. Tea is believed to help in the digestion of greasy foods. 
Tsingtao Beer, produced by Tsingtao Brewery, has been the best selling beer in China for 11 consecutive years, and is also the brand most widely exported to other countries, followed by Zhujiang and Yanjing. Tsingtao Beer is brewed in the city of Qingdao (formerly spelled Tsingtao).
Chinese architecture:
The most important is its emphasis on width, as the wide halls of the Forbidden City serve as an example. In contrast, western architecture emphasize on height, though there are exceptions such as pagodas.
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Another important feature is balance/symmetry, which connotes a sense of grandeur as it applies to everything from palaces to farmhouses. One notable exception is in the design of gardens, which tends to be as asymmetrical as possible. Like Chinese scroll paintings, the principle underlying the garden's composition is to create enduring flow, to let the patron wander and enjoy the garden without prescription, as in nature herself. Feng shui has also played an important part in structural development.

The use of certain colors (e.g. to represent royalty), numbers (e.g. to represent religious beliefs) and cardinal directions are also employed.  The importance and uses of buildings are based on the strict placement of buildings in a property/complex.
Chinese architects have attempted to combine traditional Chinese designs into modern (usually government) buildings, with only limited success. Moreover, the pressure for urban development throughout contemporary China required higher speed of construction.
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