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Overview of Scholarly Research Activities:

My research focuses on language learning in young children.  We are investigating language acquisition in children with normal hearing and children with hearing loss using the tools of acoustic phonetics and experimental linguistics.  Typically in our experiments, acoustic recordings of children's speech are collected and analyzed for features relevant to linguistic (and cognitive) development in low-level domains such as syllable duration and vowel accuracy and in high-level domains such as learning real versus made-up words.  We work with cutting-edge recording hardware and software technology.
Basic Skills & Techniques for Undergraduate Students:
Students will be involved with these aspects of current research: interacting with families and children, executing testing procedures, interacting with raw acoustic data, and data analysis.

Prerequisite Classes or Other Experience:
Ability to work with families and children is required.  Courses in statistics, linguistics, and developmental psychology are recommended. Though not required, experience with the following would be an asset: computer programming, digital signal processing, familiarity with standardized testing procedures.  Might require a brief review of literature on child acquisition of phonetics.
Time Commitment: 

5-10 hours per week, typically 8am- 5pm, Monday to Friday.  Possibly some weekend work.
