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The Creighton Students Union Representative Meeting
DATE: March 12, 2012
Minutes

I. Opening Ceremonies
a. Call to order TIME: 5:16
b. Invocation
c. Attendance Sheet
II. Approval of Minutes from February 20, 2012
a. Approved
III. Executive Reports:
a. President: Mr. Matthew Gillespie
i. Block Scheduling – Tricia Sharrar
1. Right now we don’t have a common lunch or collaboration time. We have to cancel classes for certain masses. We want to propose a common lunch block so that people can hold meetings. The purpose is to increase flexibility for departments and schools and make the schedule more accommodating for students. It will be easier to get into classes. Emphasizes community building.
2. Patty Hall: MWF offers more flexibility and Tuesday/Thursday remain the same on the first chart. Common lunch on Fridays. On the second chart, there is a common lunch hour on Tuesday/Thursday. A lot of institutions across the country do this.
3. Tricia: We are looking to maximize capacity and resources. We have presented these to the deans and faculty councils. We’ve taken some feedback from faculty and staff and have narrowed the schedules down to these two. We are in discussion with athletics and student life as well. If we have common lunch hours, food services have to respond to a larger amount of students. We’d like to send a proposal to the president and vice presidents as soon as possible if we want to start spring 2013.
4. I think that the common lunchtime is a good idea.
5. Med: Has this been discussed with parking/public safety?
6. Tricia: Student Life took a count of how many cards were swiped during half-hour blocks. We found that Friday common hour might be waste because people aren’t here. We will look into parking, too.
7. Leah: How do testing hours fit into this?
8. Tricia: If we go with this it will be an all-or-nothing and testing periods will have to work around it. 
9. Hunter: How would labs fit in to the schedule? Would courses overlap?
10. Tricia: It is hard to do because there are students who shift from lab to class and overlap their classes. We need to find out how many lab seats we need. While we might grow students, we don’t know if we can fit them all into the classroom. The way we schedule labs and classes is the challenge. By offering a common hour we can have more students take labs. 
11. Jack: The problem is that so many classes are offered at the same time. Trying to get into a class at a certain time is what needs to be fixed.
12. Patty: We’d love to be able to take everything at the times we want but it’s not realistic. We need to work on spreading things out.
13. Jana: My fear is that every organization will think that’s the perfect time to meet, meaning all will want to meet at that time and students will need to be everywhere.
14. Tricia: A lot of it is communication and working through CSU and knowing when there is going to be a university event during that time. First we have to make this work in general and then work on how we can make it work for the students in general.
15. We use a common calendar in the med school, so maybe doing something like this for the common hour would work.
16. John: I think it’s important to focus on the dining halls during the lunch hour because it’s already crowded in there. Maybe increasing hours and availability. 
17. Tricia: Communicating and scheduling with the dining halls is the key thing. If we decide that Tuesday/Thursday is more appealing we can use that, we just need more imput.
18. Corbin: I like the common lunch period for the community aspect.
19. Tricia: Is there a way we can get imput from others outside of here? Just make sure people know this is just a draft. Give us your thoughts in a week or two weeks or so.
ii. Election Commission
1. Our bylaws call for an election commission. If you have any questions, let me know.
iii. Student Organizations
1. You all should have a sheet in front of you asking about student organizations you are a part of. We want to increase communications between CSU and other organizations and you as reps can help us connect.
b. Vice President for Student Affairs: Mr. Taylor Jantz
i. Mission Coordinator Update
1. The principal of Jesuit Academy will not be returning next year. This is why we have been limited in involvement. As of right now, they are busy and they have stressed that. That could affect the Jaywalk later on. We can also get involved with Neighbors United and In Common. We can get involved just by attending and helping out with the meal and sharing our stories with those there. We could actually be the chefs for a weekend there as well, maybe not this semester but next semester. We would provide and serve the food.
2. Corbin: What does bringing/cooking the food entail?
3. Hunter: Some cook at the facilities and some just bring it in. 
ii. University Committees
1. We are looking to reform the way we appoint University Committee members. We are looking for a more intense interview process and a holistic approach to how students answer the questions. We are going to advertise more with the committees and get an updated list of the committees. As CSU members, you cannot apply but please help us spread the word.
c. Vice President for Finance: Ms. Kelsea Worcester
i. MSA Invitation
1. Their night of comedy has been approved. They are inviting us to come April 13. It is important that we are attending the events we are funding. I will be sending a reminder soon as well to get some numbers.
d. Vice President for Programming: Mr. Nick Mascio
i. Christian Lander
1. Blogger/author of “Stuff White People Like.” Will be speaking this Thursday, March 15th in the Skutt Ballroom at 9. Please come and encourage organizations to come.
ii. The Hunger Games
1. CSU PB will be giving away 120 tickets to the Hunger Games midnight premiere. Bring student ID and $5 to the SAO but you will get your money back.
e. Vice President for Communications: Ms. Anna Shymanski
i. RFK Award
1. Standards Committee
ii. Admitted Students Day
IV. Committee Updates and Reports
a. Marketing
b. Transportation & Safety
c. Campus Planning
i. Been working with Skutt and Harper for more room to study. A week from today, rooms will be able to be checked out at the Harper front desk.
d. Sustainability
i. Met with the environmental specialist and the problem of too few trashcans has been taken care of. We suggested that leftover cans and bottles at Morrison Stadium not be thrown away but recycled. They do have signage everywhere about what to and what not to recycle but we agreed they could be more visible. 
e. Graduate
i. Discussed potential activities for this semester.
V. Open Discussion
a. Leah: Met with dining committee about dining app and tagging favorite foods. Talked about extending hours, especially on Sunday nights, when it gets too crowded. Also discussed late night and increasing value of late night meal exchange.
b. CU Alerts: Has anything been done about adding students to CU Alert even if they don’t sign up for it?
c. Matthew: You will just have the option to opt out of CU Alert. 
d. Jack: I just don’t get why CU Alert isn’t mandatory.
e. Matthew: In the future, it’s looking like the email will be mandatory.
VI. Old Business
VII. New Business
a. Resolution 12-03
i. John: Motion to bring to floor
ii. Melanie: Second
iii. Patricia: Motion to open discussion
iv. Kelsea: It’s become clear that the constitution needs to be changed. Our name is not even right throughout the constitution. The goal would be to make the document more professional and help us fulfill our mission. By setting it this far in advance, we ensure that we will get this done.
v. Hunter: Who would be in attendance of this meeting?
vi. Kelsea: It would be open to all members of CSU and full-time students. Any changes would be reviewed by the BoR. You would know everything beforehand.
vii. Kelsea: The goal would be to set up effective checks and balances. 
viii. Patricia: Would it be a better use for our system to have separate resolutions? Many reps change between now and the date and I don’t know if those have been taken into account. 
ix. Matthew: It is the role of this body to have changes sent to the student body for review. This is why we have to have the special meeting.
x. Med: I’d like to see a provision to give us those changes ahead of time.
xi. Matthew: There’s a requirement for us to send things out 3 weeks in advance.
xii. John: This is just a meeting to start direction towards changing it.
xiii. Kelsea: This meeting is a commitment to making changes.
xiv. Jack: The fact that we’re even having a meeting is huge step for us.
xv. Tom: How is this different from meeting to change spelling mistakes?
xvi. Kelsea: It includes spelling mistakes but isn’t the sole purpose. The purpose of this special meeting is to make sure CSU is doing its job as well as it can.
xvii. Ryan: Could the council override what we’ve done?
xviii. Matthew: No, it’s outdated.
xix. Do we need to be specific? Because I don’t know if that aids the mission.
xx. Kelsea: My understanding is that this is to give ideas for what we’re looking for. We’re not bound to this.
xxi. Corbin: I think it just states that the meeting will be held. 
xxii. Tom: Why do we need to pass the resolution to hold a meeting?
xxiii. Matthew: It’s just one way of doing so.
xxiv. Corbin: To make changes, we have to have this meeting.
xxv. Tom: It still requires ¾ of the reps to enact, correct?
xxvi. Matthew: It needs to be unanimous to be enacted.
xxvii. Scott: Motion to close
xxviii. Melanie: Second
xxix. John: Motion to vote
xxx. Scott: Second
xxxi. Not passed: 25-3-2
b. Quick “Quiz”
VIII. Announcements
a. Next Full Board Meeting:  March 26th 
b. Next Committee Meeting: March 19th 
c. Advisor’s Update
d. Send all Committee Meeting Minutes to Taylor Jantz csusa@creighton.edu

Adjournment: 6:18
image1.png
Creighton Students Union





