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Ratio Studiorum Program  - RSP 200 Discernment & Decision
Designio- A Definition of Terms

Pre-Major Advisor (PMA) – An advisor that you select when you register for your sophomore year of classes. This Pre-Major Advisor will serve as your academic advisor until you are accepted into a major program.  
RSP 200 – The designation in the NEST online registration system that allows you to select a Pre-Major Advisor. It’s not a course, but you must register for a section in order to get the PMA you want. Choose wisely and choose early! http://www2.creighton.edu/ratiostudiorum/rsp200/advisors/index.php
RSP 200 Programming – Activities, events and services associated with assisting you with your choice of major and/or minor.  One example of an RSP 200 event:  Mr. Don Asher, author of “How to Get Any Job with Any Major – Career Launch and Re-Launch for those under 30 (or how to avoid living in your parent’s basement),” shared his expertise as a speaker here on campus; his presentation is on the RSP website.
StrengthsQuest – A program created and sponsored by the Gallup Organization that uses an assessment called StrengthsFinder to determine individual strengths and talents as they relate to academic learning and career choice.  Let your strengths guide you to good decisions, excellence and success! 
Career & Academic Exploration – The Creighton Career Center is another great resource where you will find more activities that can help you with your own personal Ratio Studiorum (Plan of Studies…remember?).  Let the staff in the Career Center help you continue exploring your choice of major and connections to careers. 
Do you speak Ignation? 
Since a major focus of RSP 200 is about discernment and that is a very Ignatian concept, here are a few more terms with definitions you might find helpful. Oh, and why all the Latin, you may ask?  Because we want to keep our Jesuit, Ignatian history and tradition alive!
A.M.D.G/Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (Latin) - "For the greater glory of God." Motto of the Society of Jesus.

Call / Calling / Callings – Sometimes known as a vocation but related to a sense of what we are meant to do or be in the world. A calling is a deep passion that matches an individual's gifts and talents. It is best defined by Frederick Buechner who states, "The place God calls you to is where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet." 

Cura personalis (Latin) - "Care for the [individual] person." A hallmark of Ignatian spirituality.
Discernment / Discernment of spirits – A process for making choices, in the context of faith. The choices in discernment are often not between good and evil, but between several possible actions that are potentially good. The process of discernment helps the individual to find the greater good - where God is truly calling the individual.

IHS (Iota-Eta-Sigma) – The first three letters, in Greek, of the name Jesus. These letters appear as a symbol on the official seal of the Society of Jesus. (You have probably seen this somewhere – a banner, a floor, a window…now you know what it stands for!)

Magis (Latin) - "More." Term traditionally used by Ignatius of Loyola and the Jesuits, suggesting the spirit of generous excellence in which ministry should be carried on. 

“Do you speak Ignatian” - terms found on this website: http://www.luc.edu/missionandministry/about_speak.shtml
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