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1. Introduction
The purpose of Micro-Isolator technique is to reduce the likelihood of introducing and/or possibly of spreading infectious agents to research animals maintained in sterile Micro-Isolator cages in the Creighton University Animal Resource Facility (ARF).  This SOP outlines the training of this technique.

2. Responsibility

The provisions of this SOP apply to all research personnel who, in the course of their job duties, are required to work with research animals housed in sterile Micro-Isolator cages.

3. Training steps
The following steps must be completed to obtain Micro-Isolator training verification.

a. Videotape:  Personnel must view the videotape entitled “Micro-Isolator System in the Conventional Colony”.  This tape must be viewed in the Research and Compliance Training Office.  Contact the Research and Compliance Education Coordinator to schedule this training.  You MUST have completed IACUC Certification and be added to an IACUC protocol before the following two steps may be completed:
b.  Personnel must be IACUC certified, listed on and IACUC protocol and review the ARF SOP (step 3c) entitled “Micro-Isolator Cage Changing Technique” prior to meeting with the ARF Manager and/or designee to demonstrate microisolator technique without using animals.
c. ARF Manager and/or designee will demonstrate Micro-Isolator technique, either in a group setting or one-on-one basis.  Personnel will be considered “in-training” until they are able to demonstrate competency in this technique to the ARF Manager and/or designee using live animals.  Until personnel can demonstrate independence and competency in this technique, they are not considered “trained”.
4. Consequences
5. The intent of this technique is to minimize/prevent spread of infectious agents between cages of animals.  Failure to follow this technique may place the health of all animals in the ARF at risk.  Due to the significant impact on research that may result from improper Micro-isolator technique, individuals who do not practice appropriate technique may be prevented from entering the ARF. 
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	View Microisolator video tape in the Research and Compliance office
	
	
	Signature  of Research and Compliance Education Coordinator and/or designee

	Participation in Microisolator demonstration without using animals with the ARF Manager and/or designee 
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