


PROGRAM

Processional

Welcome and Remarks
Joseph X. Tanaka 
President, ASN Student Chapter, Creighton University

Induction Prayer
Selina A. Marshall 
Vice President, ASN Student Chapter, Creighton University

Remarks on Behalf of the Alpha Sigma Nu Omaha Alumni Club
Thomas Kiefer, BA’73, DDS’77 
President, ASN Omaha Alumni Club

Alpha Sigma Nu Standards
Scholarship 
Daniel D. Poston 
Vice President, ASN Student Chapter, Creighton University 

Loyalty 
Samantha O. Stanley 
Vice President, ASN Student Chapter, Creighton University 

Service 
Jennifer A. Vestle  
Vice President, ASN Student Chapter, Creighton University

Moderator Remarks
Thomas J. Purcell III, Ph.D., CPA, BSBA’72, JD’77 
Student Chapter Moderator 



Alpha Sigma Nu Pledge

Acceptance of Candidates
Daniel S. Hendrickson, S.J., Ph.D. 
President, Creighton University 

Presentation of Keys and Certificates

Conferral of Honorary Memberships

Remarks on Behalf of the Administration
Daniel S. Hendrickson, S.J., Ph.D. 
President, Creighton University 

Remarks on Behalf of the Student Inductees
Prem Vichienwanitchkul 
Senior, College of Arts and Sciences

Invitation to Reception
Joseph X. Tanaka

Music provided by the Creighton University Studio Strings 
chamber group, led by Amanda Wilton, DMA, Director

Catholic Mass  
Rev. Phillip R. Amidon, S.J., Presider 
with special participation by the 2015 Inductees  
5 p.m.  |  St. John’s Church



College of Arts and Sciences

Matthew Abrahms: Matthew is a senior biochemistry major.  
He is an executive for the Creighton Habitat for Humanity Chapter 
and also a volunteer at Methodist Hospital in the Hospital Elder 
Life Program. Matt is involved in undergraduate research for 
the Department of Chemistry and is focused on extracting and 
quantifying the concentration of nicotine in avian embryos.  
Matt was a sacristan at St. John’s for two and a half years.  
After graduation, he plans to attend medical school.

Abigail Bodeau: Abigail is a junior and is involved in various 
liturgical ministries at St. John’s Parish. In addition, she is an active 
member of the Catholic Student Organization. She spent two 
months working with the Little Sisters of the Poor last summer  
and recently traveled to Philadelphia with Campus Ministry during 
Pope Francis’ U.S. visit.

Thomas Boffeli: Tom is a junior studying psychology and justice and 
society. He is a member of the Cortina Community and a Eucharistic 
Minister at St. John’s Candlelight Mass. A brother in the fraternity 
of Phi Delta Theta and a decurion in the Ratio Studiorum Program, 
he has participated in the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice 
fall and spring break service and justice trips. Tom has also led 
the Freshman Retreat and Encounter with Christ Retreat through 
Campus Ministry.

Brendan Cokingtin: Brendan is a senior chemistry major and will 
be attending medical school in fall 2016. He has been involved as 
a member in Greek life and Inter-Residence Hall Government, and 
as an employee in the Center for Academic Success during his years 
at Creighton. He has also served as a volunteer both locally in the 
Omaha community and abroad through Creighton’s faculty-led 
study abroad program.

Kevin Cokingtin: Kevin is a senior planning to further his education 
at medical school in fall 2016. While at Creighton, he has continued 
to stay busy by being a teaching assistant in the Department of 
Chemistry; performing research; and being an active member of his 
fraternity, Beta Theta Pi. He has also volunteered at various sites in 
the Omaha community and studied abroad in Lima, Peru. 

Kelsey Cordero: Kelsey is a senior and plans to get a job teaching 
elementary school following graduation. Kelsey enjoys her time with 
children and has spent time within the local community volunteering 
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as a tutor, Girl Scout troop leader, and caretaker during her time at 
Creighton. She has also been involved with Residence Life for three 
years, serving as a resident advisor for sophomore students for two 
of those years. Kelsey is an active leader in the Greek community 
and served on her sorority’s executive board for two years.

Sarah Duffy: Sarah is a junior history and secondary education 
major who will graduate in May 2017. Throughout her time the 
University, she has been involved in the Cortina Community and 
Campus Ministry. She also participated in a service and justice trip 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice and was  
a beadle for the Ratio Studiorum Program. Currently, she serves  
as the Mission and Ministry Community Advisor in Swanson Hall  
and is on a leadership team in Campus Ministry.

Caitlyn Ewers: Caitlyn is a senior in the College of Arts and Sciences 
with plans to attend graduate school in fall 2016. Within the last four 
years, Caity has gotten involved with Campus Ministry as a liturgical 
minister and retreat coordinator. She currently holds executive 
positions within the Honors Program Student Advisory Board and 
Eta Sigma Phi. In addition, she is a member of Greek life and a 
passionate volunteer within the greater Omaha community.

Alyson Forbes: Aly is a junior planning to attend occupational 
therapy school upon graduation. She has been involved in many 
activities on campus, including Pep Band, Spanish Club, and the 
Cortina Community. She is now part of the leadership team for 
Cortina and serves as the assistant resident director of Deglman 
Hall. She spent the spring semester of 2015 studying abroad in the 
Dominican Republic as a member of Comunidad 19 of Creighton’s 
Encuentro Dominicano program.

Kathryn Forbes: Kathryn is a senior and is hoping to attend medical 
school in fall 2016. She has been involved in a variety of activities 
during her years here at Creighton, including attending a medical 
mission trip to Haiti and developing a food education program for 
the elderly with her community partner in Omaha. Kathryn is an 
active member of Greek life and the Creighton Pre-Medical Society, 
as well as an avid volunteer throughout the Omaha area.

Shannon Fuller: Shannon is a junior and hopes to pursue a master’s 
degree in medieval literature or critical theory after graduation. 
She has participated in two service and justice trips through the 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, leading one of the trips to 
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her home city of Milwaukee and another this spring. As a member of 
the Cortina Community, she participates in weekly service in Omaha. 
Shannon also has participated in the Midwestern Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transgender Ally College Conference, and is a proud active 
member of Kappa Kappa Gamma. Shannon spent four months 
studying in Limerick, Ireland, where she attended the first annual 
Conference of the International Yeats Society.

Amanda Groch: Amanda is a senior exercise science major and 
dance minor who will graduate in May 2016 to pursue a degree 
in physical therapy. In her time at Creighton University, she has 
been involved with the Freshmen Leadership Program, Greek life, 
Creighton Dance Company, Order of Omega, Residence Life, and 
a service trip through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. 
Amanda has been very passionate about volunteering with children 
with special needs, and she has served as a therapy intern at 
Children’s Respite Care Center and teaches a weekly dance class 
for children with special needs through the nonprofit organizations 
Dancing Beyond Limits and Bella Dance & Yoga.

Sarah Gwazdacz: Sarah is a junior biochemistry major and plans 
to apply for medical school in the upcoming year. She has been 
involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including community 
volunteering at a local Omaha school with her sorority and with  
Best Buddies of America. In addition to being involved within her 
sorority, she serves on the executive board of the Panhellenic 
Council as vice president of public relations. Sarah has also 
appeared in Creighton University’s production of The Nutcracker.

Michael Heffernan: Michael is currently a junior from Sioux City, 
Iowa, majoring in biology and minoring in English. He works at 
Methodist Hospital as a phlebotomist and also volunteers there 
with the Hospital Life Elder Program. He is a member of the Honors 
Program and serves as a class representative on the Honors Board, 
and was on the 2015 Creighton Business Symposium Planning 
Team. Michael is also actively involved in Welcome Week, Greek life, 
and intramural sports.

Kristin Inman: Kristin is a junior from Pierre, S.D., where she grew 
up on a farm. She is majoring in theology with a minor in biology, 
and plans to attend medical school post-graduation. On campus, 
Kristin is a resident advisor, a College of Arts and Sciences Deans 
Fellow, and the theology chair of the Cortina Community executive 
team. She is an active volunteer in the Omaha community, recently 
serving at Healing Gift Clinic, the Sienna/Francis Homeless Shelter, 
and the MICAH house. She went on a medical mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic in the summer of 2015 with United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission and is going again in the summer of 2016.
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Madeline Ivy: Madeline is a junior exercise science major. She is 
part of the Creighton Cross Country team and attended a spring 
service and justice trip to the Siena/Francis Homeless Shelter 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. Because she 
loved her trip so much, she has continued to serve the community 
there whenever the opportunity arises. She is also involved in 
Habitat for Humanity, is a volunteer for the Omaha Marathon, and 
helps out at Lutheran Family Services.

Clara Johnson: Clara is a junior studying theology and secondary 
education. She was a member of the Cortina Community her 
freshman and sophomore years and gained so much from the 
experience that she took on a greater role her junior year, serving 
as a part of the leadership team. In addition to her duties as an 
executive, she also serves as a resident advisor for Deglman Hall. 
Clara studied abroad in the Dominican Republic her sophomore 
year and is a part of Encuentro Dominicano Comunidad 18.

Sarah Kottenstette: Sarah is a junior from Burlington, Iowa. She is 
an exercise science major with a minor in Spanish. Sarah has been 
on two service trips through the Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice and is coordinating her third trip this spring. Sarah is also 
actively involved with the Deans Fellows Program of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, Greek life, and the Pre-Medical Society. She was 
an executive for Welcome Week 2015 and is currently preparing for 
Welcome Week 2016 as a coordinator.

Molly Krause: Molly is a senior and will study nutrition and dietetics 
after graduation. She is a member of Creighton’s service fraternity 
Alpha Phi Omega and the Exercise Science Majors Club. Molly also 
assists with research in sports nutrition and volunteers for several 
wellness organizations in the Omaha community.

Erin Kurvers: Erin is a senior international relations major. She 
has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including 
studying abroad in the Dominican Republic, working at the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice, and participating in three service 
trips, leading two of them. She also serves as co-president of the 
student organization El Legado de Compassion and as a volunteer  
in the Omaha community.

Krysta Larson: Krysta is a junior majoring in English and journalism. 
She is a member of the Honors Program, the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars, and the English honors society, Sigma Tau 
Delta. Krysta has held leadership positions with The Creightonian 
and Colleges Against Cancer, and is highly involved as a student 
ambassador for the Center for Undergraduate Research and 
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Scholarship. She traveled to Wheeling, W. V. for a fall service trip 
and has been involved in the Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice’s Ignatian Advocacy group for Sustainability. 

Emily Mauser: Emily is a senior and will attend physical therapy 
school in fall 2016. She has participated in Creighton athletics all 
four years at Creighton, serving in various roles such as a cross-
country athlete, cross-country team captain, and member of the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. She is also an active volunteer 
in the Omaha community, jumping on opportunities to serve others 
whenever possible. 

Henry Mishek: As a junior in the College of Arts and Sciences, 
Henry has a passion for community service and a drive for 
academics. He has been on three service and justice trips through 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice (SCSJ) and led two 
of them. Most recently he was given a position as part of the core 
team for the SCSJ service trips program. He also participates in 
undergraduate research in the Department of Biology and works  
as a phlebotomist part-time in addition to being a devoted member 
of his fraternity. 

Kevin Mugno: Kevin is a junior, majoring in exercise science and 
plans on attending physician assistant school after graduation. 
He currently involves himself all around Creighton, including his 
work on executive team of the student organization MEDLIFE, 
participating in the Institute for Latin American Concern’s Water 
Quality Program in the Dominican Republic, being an active 
member in Greek life, and participating in research in both the 
chemistry and exercise science departments. 

Madison Pottebaum: Madison is a junior journalism major and 
English minor with plans to study law after graduation. She has been 
an active volunteer in various journalism department events, served 
as a reporter and assistant social media editor for The Creightonian, 
and hopes to travel with the Backpack Journalism Program next 
summer. She plans to attend a fall break service and justice trip 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice in the fall of 
2016. She also volunteers weekly as a mentor at Completely Kids. 

Lauran Renjard: Lauran is a junior in the College of Arts and 
Sciences. She was a member of the Cortina Community, in which 
she participated in several volunteering opportunities in the  
Omaha community. Additionally, she serves as a member of the  
Pre-Physician Assistant Club and volunteers at Completely Kids, 
where she assists teachers by taking care of children with special 
academic needs. 
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Emma Schaffer: Emma is a junior chemistry major who plans to 
attend medical school after graduating. Emma has participated in two 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice fall and spring break service 
and justice trips and coordinated her third trip to Clinton, Iowa, this 
past fall. In addition, she volunteers as an undergraduate navigator 
for the Magis Clinic at the Siena/Francis Homeless Shelter in Omaha. 
Additionally, Emma is involved in undergraduate research in organic 
chemistry at Creighton and is an active member of her sorority.

Jill Sobczyk: Jill is a junior from Bellevue, Neb. She is majoring in 
chemistry and plans to attend medical school after graduation.  
She has been involved with the Cortina Community since her  
freshman year, and she currently serves as a formation group leader 
and the recruitment chair. She has participated in a fall break service 
and justice trip and went to the Dominican Republic for the Institute  
for Latin American Concern’s Water Quality Program in the summer  
of 2015. 

Prem Vichienwanitchkul: Prem is a senior hoping to attend medical 
school after graduation. He has been involved with many service 
activities through Alpha Phi Omega working with the Omaha 
community and has been on two service and justice trips through 
Creighton’s Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. He has also 
been involved with the Creighton University International Student 
Association promoting diversity on campus as well as volunteering 
with International Support Group Foundation when back home  
during the summers.

Heider College of Business

Grace Cabri: Grace is a junior accounting major and theology minor. 
She is involved with a variety of organizations on campus, including 
playing on the women’s soccer team, being a member of Beta Alpha 
Psi, serving on the Dean’s Fellows Executive Board, and leading Youth 
Leadership Omaha. She has also had the opportunity to intern with 
Union Pacific Railroad. In her free time she enjoys volunteering with 
different service groups through the Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice, and participating in activities with Creighton’s Catholic Student 
Organization and Creighton’s Students for Life.  

Kathleen Caffrey: Kathleen is a junior and has been involved in a 
variety of activities at Creighton including two service and justice trips 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, leading one of 
the trips. She also serves as the seminar executive for the Freshman 
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Leadership Program, is an active member of Greek life, and 
volunteers weekly at the Boys and Girls Club. 

Henry Elbert: Hank is a junior accounting major and theology minor. 
He has interned with Javlin Capital in Omaha and will be interning at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Kansas City, Mo., in summer 2016. He is 
currently serving as the president of Phi Delta Theta social fraternity. 
Hank’s other involvements include various organizations within the 
Heider College of Business, Campus Ministry, and service at various 
sites in the Omaha community. 

Andrea Engler: Andrea is a senior marketing major in the Heider 
College of Business. She has participated in a variety of activities at 
Creighton including the Anna Tyler Waite Leadership Program,  
Beta Gamma Sigma Honor Society, and Pi Beta Phi. She also 
attended a fall break service and justice trip and has been a  
member of Colleges Against Cancer for all four years. 

Sara Freepons: Sara is a senior accounting and finance major from 
Portland, Ore. During her time at Creighton, she has served as the 
chapter president and vice president of philanthropy of her sorority, 
led a Girl Scout outreach troop in North Omaha, coordinated the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program for accounting students, 
and participated in the Dean’s Honor Roll for Social Responsibility. 
Upon graduation, she will work at the public accounting firm KPMG 
in Omaha. 

Christina Laubenthal: Christina is a senior who has thoroughly 
enjoyed her years and experiences at Creighton. She is heavily 
involved, participating in a wide variety of extracurricular activities 
on and off campus. Christina is most proud of her volunteer efforts 
with Jesuit Academy and her recent publication in the Explicator,  
a literary journal. 

Sara Mather: Sara is a junior and has been involved in many 
different service activities in the Omaha community and has 
qualified for the Dean’s Honor Roll for Social Responsibility.  
She is also an executive member of Creighton’s Inter-Residence 
Hall Government.   

Breanna Till: Breanna is a junior accounting major. She currently 
interns at Union Pacific and will intern with PricewaterhouseCoopers 
in Minneapolis, Minn., in summer 2016. She holds a leadership 
position in her sorority as well as in a student health organization 
called PEAC (Peer Education at Creighton). Breanna is also involved 
in the Anna Tyler Waite Leadership Program and is a leader for the 
Youth Leadership of Omaha—a leadership program for high school 
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students. She has also journeyed on two service and justice trips 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, coordinating 
one of the trips.  

Matthew Wenz: Matthew is a junior accounting major with a 
theology minor. He has traveled to Peru on a service immersion 
study abroad trip the past two summers, been on three service and 
justice trips through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice 
as well as two service trips through Phi Delta Theta, and led a 
weekly service site to the Siena/Francis Homeless Shelter last 
year. Matthew works in the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, 
working with weekly service sites as well as working on the  
Project Homeless Connect team. 

College of Nursing

Abby Gauvain: Abby is a senior and will graduate this May. She is 
highly involved in service on campus, including participating in a 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice trip, leading a Girl Scout 
troop, and providing health care during a five-week immersion 
experience in the Dominican Republic. She has served as both a 
beadle and a decurion in the Ratio Studiorum Program, and has 
held several leadership positions in her sorority. She is also a  
music minor, and has been a member of the Chamber Choir all  
four of her years at Creighton. 

Abigail Kern: Abigail is a junior and will graduate in May 2017.  
She has been involved in a number of service activities, including 
Best Buddies of America and Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice trips. She has participated on two service and justice trips 
and was a coordinator last fall to Montgomery, Ala. Abby is an 
active member of Greek life as well as a member of the Nursing 
Leadership Scholars Program. She will be attending the five-week 
Institute of Latin American Concern Summer Program to provide 
health care in the Dominican Republic. 

Mary Pflaum: Mary is a junior and will graduate in May 2017.  
She has been involved in several campus activities such as the 
Nursing Leadership Scholars Program and Nursing Senate. Mary 
was a committee member of Colleges Against Cancer and is an 
active member of her sorority. In addition to this, she has held 
several leadership roles, including treasurer of Nursing Senate  
and academic chair of Pi Beta Phi. Mary is the current manager  
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for Creighton’s Lied Education Center for Performing Arts box  
office and enjoys rock climbing with Creighton’s Climbing Club  
on the weekends. 

Steph Sehon: Steph is a junior and will graduate in May 2017. 
She has been involved in a variety of extracurricular activities at 
Creighton including studying and serving abroad in the Dominican 
Republic with the Encuentro Dominicano program and being 
a member of the committee for Creighton’s first-annual Dance 
Marathon. She currently holds two executive positions:  
vice president of administration for Pi Beta Phi sorority and  
vice president of finance for el Legado de Compasion, an 
organization that orchestrates a Kids Against Hunger event  
on Creighton’s campus. 

Sarah Vehle: Sarah is a junior and will graduate in May 2017.  
She has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton  
including the Ratio Studiorum Program, Alpha Phi Fraternity, 
Nursing Leadership Scholars Program, the Creighton University 
Student Nursing Association, and the National Society of  
Collegiate Scholars. These organizations have provided service 
opportunities for Sarah at health fairs and screenings in the  
Omaha community, Remington Heights Retirement Home,  
and King of Kings Lutheran Church.

College of Professional Studies

Gregory Berry: Gregory is a junior and plans to attend medical 
school after graduation. He is an emergency medical services major 
with a great interest in helping people through times of crisis. He 
serves as an executive in two student organizations and volunteers 
with an after-school program in the Omaha community.  

Jennifer Moffett: Jennifer is a senior and will graduate from the 
bachelor in integrated leadership program in May 2016. In addition 
to being a full-time student, Jennifer is a mother to her son, Lee, and 
is a lead product integration manager for PayPal Global Operations. 
She also serves on the board of the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention in Nebraska and as the program director of  
an Episcopal youth program called Journeys. 
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Graduate School
 
Courtney Boyd: Courtney is a second-year Magis Catholic Teacher 
Corps member and will graduate in May 2016. She teaches 
chemistry and physics, coaches track, and helps with campus 
ministry at Bishop Ward High School in Kansas City, Mo. She is 
involved with Catholic young adult ministry through City On A Hill 
and volunteers in the Kansas City community. 

Silina Branson: Silina is pursuing her master’s degree in school 
counseling and preventative mental health and will graduate in 
May 2016. She serves on several leadership committees to create 
positive change within the school and community. She models 
leadership to youth through coordinating community service 
projects for the local homeless and transitional living shelters within 
the Council Bluffs area. She is also involved in youth sports and 
leadership groups. 

Melissa Casey-Hansen: Melissa completed her Master of Science 
in educational leadership in August and a doctoral degree at 
Creighton’s Interdisciplinary Leadership Program in December 
2014. She has 25 years of experience in public education, of which 
17 were as a school counselor. She currently leads the development 
of the recently established Center for Advanced Professional 
Studies (CAPS) within Westside Community Schools, where she 
has the opportunity to implement her doctoral research. She is an 
elder and deacon in her faith community and active in causes that 
promote diversity and support for at-risk youth. 

Marco Clark: Marco completed his Doctorate of Education in 
interdisciplinary leadership in August 2015. He spent 27 years as a 
Catholic educator, coach, counselor, administrator, school principal, 
and currently the president and CEO at Bishop McNamara High 
School in Forestville, Md. He served as a trustee and volunteer at 
several schools and nonprofit organizations including the Board 
of Education in the Archdiocese of Washington, the Consortium of 
Catholic Academies, St. Edmond’s Academy, St. Anselm’s Academy, 
St. Ambrose Catholic School, and the Forestville Pregnancy Center.

Andrew Dickel: Andrew is a third-year student pursuing a master’s 
in elementary school counseling and is expected to graduate in May 
2016. He taught fifth grade for two years and fourth grade for four 
years for the Omaha’s Skinner Magnet Elementary School. He was 
chosen by the principal to become a guidance teacher in 2013 and 
became a guidance counselor in 2015. As a guidance counselor, he 
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serves the students and families of Skinner Elementary through 
academic and personal/social programs. He will continue to serve 
Skinner Magnet Elementary School after graduation.

Julia Fickas: Julia is a doctoral candidate in the Interdisciplinary 
Leadership Program and is expected to graduate in May 2016.  
She is involved in biblical counseling and mentoring single moms. 
During the Ferguson, Mo., social unrest, she was able to serve,  
with her employer, as a volunteer in street cleaning. Additionally, 
she has worked as part of a ServSat team through her church to 
serve the community in which her church resides through various 
service activities. 

Laura Gill: Laura completed her graduate degree through the 
Interdisciplinary Education Doctorate Program in December 
2015. She has been a faculty member in Creighton’s Department 
of Communications since 2008 and is actively developing a 
communication center to assist undergraduate students create 
presentations, develop confidence, and overcome communication 
anxiety. She serves as a reviewer for the Speaker & Gavel Editorial 
Board and enjoys working with Creighton and Omaha community 
groups to help speakers of all ages develop communication 
competence. 

Andrew Gobel: Andrew is a second-year master’s student seeking  
a degree in creative writing and is expected to graduate in May. 
Before he matriculated into this program, he lived and taught 
English in the south of China for six years. While working at 
Creighton as an ESL instructor, Andrew leads trips to the Open Door 
Mission and Wilson Focus School. This last semester he went on 
a fall break service and justice trip to the Siena/Francis Homeless 
Shelter. He also participates in weekly meetings and regular 
trainings for men’s emotional intelligence and integrity training 
group called the Man Kind Project. 

Joseph Hollowell: Joseph is an education doctoral candidate 
and is expected to graduate in May. He is the president of one of 
the largest Catholic high schools in the Midwest and developed 
a passion for outdoor education; he has taught a wilderness 
education and leadership class every summer for the past 32 years. 
In this program, over 2,600 young people have traveled, camped, 
backpacked, rafted, rock-climbed, and hiked through Alaska, the 
Grand Canyon, Yosemite, and other natural wonders as they reflect 
the goodness of God’s creation and each person’s role in creation.

Scott Malone: Scott graduated from Creighton with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in 1993 and will complete his master’s in educational 
leadership this May. Scott has been teaching and coaching with the 
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Omaha Public School’s District for the past 18 years and plans to 
work as an administrator in the future. He has been involved in a 
variety of service activities at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. Scott and 
his wife, Mary, also provide volunteer services at the Mother Teresa 
House in Cusco, Peru, while studying Spanish. Scott is a member of 
Restore Omaha, a foundation working to keep Omaha’s history alive.

James Parenti: James is an education doctoral candidate and 
expected to graduate in summer 2016. He has been actively 
engaged in the promotion of Jesuit values at his home institution 
where he served as a member of the Georgetown Office of Mission 
and Ministry Board of Advisors. Jim also helped coordinate service-
related events for Georgetown students at area homeless shelters, 
senior centers, and public schools.

Linda Pfenning: Linda received her master’s degree in liberal 
studies in December. She is a communications teacher at Creighton 
Preparatory High School where she works every day to instill 
Ignatian values in her students. She and her husband are attending 
a four-year training course in the Diaconate program in the  
Des Moines Diocese and are very active in their parish,  
St. Patrick’s in Council Bluffs. 

Michael Rios: Michael is in his third and final year of graduate 
school pursuing a Master of Arts in ministry. After receiving his 
bachelor’s from Creighton in 2012, he spent a year volunteering  
in Ecuador at a Jesuit nonprofit and now works in the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice as a graduate assistant. There he  
has participated in and helped lead the service and justice trips 
program and the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice in  
Washington, D.C. Michael also volunteers with the Immigrant 
Detainee Accompaniment Program visiting detainees weekly at  
the Douglas County Corrections jail downtown. 

Elizabeth Samson: Elizabeth is a graduate student seeking a  
Master of Arts in ministry with an expected graduation of 
summer 2016. After graduating from Creighton in 2013 with an 
undergraduate degree in justice and society, she put the Jesuit 
values to work through a year of service in Colorado. Now back at 
Creighton, she works as a graduate assistant in Campus Ministry, 
where she facilitates spaces for students to explore their faith in 
a variety of reflective and engaging ways while continuing her 
formation in the Catholic, Jesuit tradition. 

Boan Sianipar: Boan was a graduate student in the Werner Institute 
and Heider College of Business. He graduated in December 2015 
and has consistently been on the Dean’s Platinum Honor Roll for 
Social Responsibility for his involvement and community service 

Creighton University  |  12



at local churches in Omaha. He was the 2015 Graduate Student 
Government treasurer in which he oversaw funding and events for 
graduate students.

Patrick Slattery: Patrick is currently completing his dissertation in 
leadership within the interdisciplinary education doctoral program. 
Patrick has a particular affinity for the Jesuit charisms of magis 
and cura personalis as he serves more than 19,000 students in the 
Archdiocese of Omaha as the superintendent of schools. His Jesuit 
education, both in undergraduate and doctorate studies, has proved 
invaluable to ensuring that the schools of the archdiocese educate 
the whole person. 

Melanie Stara: Melanie is a second-year graduate student pursuing 
her master’s degree in educational leadership. She graduated from 
Creighton with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education in May 
2013. She is now a member of the Magis Catholic Teacher Corps and 
teaches third grade in Hastings, Neb. 

Pamela Yenko: Pam will graduate with a Master of Science in 
leadership in May 2016. She has volunteered at Project Homeless 
Connect, St. John’s Parish and several local homeless shelters. 
She tries to be a catalyst for intercultural understanding. Pam has 
traveled to Guatemala and would like her degree to ultimately 
manifest itself in work in that region. 

Robert Zinkan: Rob is a doctoral candidate seeking a degree in 
interdisciplinary leadership. He serves as associate vice president for 
marketing in a system-wide role at Indiana University. Rob has been 
active on numerous boards in higher education, such as the Indiana 
chapter of CASE—the Council for the Advancement and Support 
of Education—and in his communities, such as the Seton Catholic 
prekindergarten through 12 school board. 
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School of Dentistry

Logan Hill: Logan is a third-year student. He has provided oral 
health screenings for Creighton student-athletes, placed sealants 
and fluoride for children in Omaha elementary schools, and 
performed dental procedures for low-income individuals at One 
World Clinics held at Creighton University. He also acts as a mentor 
to local high school students for the Creighton Dental Explorers 
Scout program.

Matthew Hill: Matt is a senior and will enter private practice in  
May 2016. He has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton 
including leading a night dental clinic for underprivileged Omaha 
residents, providing care to children through Give Kids a Smile 
and school fluoride and sealant programs, and participating as a 
student organizer for Project Homeless Connect. He is also an active 
volunteer in the Omaha community.  

Breanna Koch: Breanna is a senior. After graduating in May she 
plans to join a private practice in rural Kansas. She has been 
involved in several activities throughout her years at Creighton 
University, including two service trips to the Dominican Republic 
through the Institute for Latin American Concern program.

John Kum: John is a fourth-year student expecting to graduate  
with Doctorate of Dental Surgery in May 2016. John participated  
in mission trips to the Dominican Republic as an “Ayudente” in  
2010 and student-dentist in 2015. He has also volunteered as a 
student-dentist at Iowa Mission of Mercy in 2015, St. Francis Mission 
on Rosebud Indian Reservation spring and fall 2015, and Creighton 
One World Dental Clinic. As President of Student National Dental 
Association, John has organized and volunteered at health fairs 
providing oral cancer screenings and hygiene instructions and 
supplies for the Omaha Community.  

Brenden Mar: Brenden is a senior dental student. He has been 
involved in various volunteer activities while at Creighton including 
the One World Dental Clinic held at the Creighton University  
School of Dentistry. 

Emily Parsons: Emily is a third-year dental student from Manhattan, 
Kan. She regularly serves at the One World Dental Clinic and was a 
student dentist volunteer for the Iowa Mission of Mercy this past fall. 
Emily is the granddaughter and niece of Alpha Sigma Nu alumni, 
both of whom were also Creighton School of Dentistry graduates. 
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Devon Rasmussen: Devon is a junior who will graduate in spring 
2017. He is actively involved in helping several of Omaha’s youth 
prepare for their future lives by instilling in their hearts faith in God 
and the courage to succeed. Devon would like to thank Creighton 
University as well as the faculty at the School of Dentistry for this 
honor. He hopes that his life may continue to exemplify Jesuit  
values through continued scholarship, service,  
and loyalty to God and mankind.     

Donald Shrack: Donald will be graduating in spring 2016. While at 
Creighton, he was directed to the One World volunteer dental clinic 
and has traveled to the Dominican Republic through in Institute for  
Latin American Concern to take part in a six-week service trip.  
After completing his degree, he plans on continued utilization  
of his acquired dental skills for the betterment of those in need. 

School of Law

Jamie Bell: Jamie is in her third year of law school. During her  
time at Creighton she has served as the treasurer and president 
of Law Ambassadors, which is a student organization which helps 
recruit new students. She is also a member of Phi Alpha Delta, a 
legal fraternity. Jamie voluntarily assisted with lighting the entire 
campus in blue lights for homecoming 2015. While living in  
Las Vegas prior to law school, Jamie volunteered at Three Square,  
the local food bank. 

Daniel Cummings: Daniel is a third-year student. He is currently 
serving as the editor-in-chief of the Creighton International and 
Comparative Law Journal and works as a law clerk at the Omaha law 
firm Croker, Huck, Kasher, DeWitt, Anderson & Gonderinger, L.L.C. 
Daniel has been involved with a variety of student organizations at 
the law school, including serving as president of the St. Thomas 
More Society for two years. After graduation he will serve as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable John F. Wright of the  
Nebraska Supreme Court. 

Nicholas Miller: Nicholas is a third-year student. He is currently 
serving as the Student Bar Association president for the School of 
Law and is a staff member for the Creighton Law Review. As part of 
the Student Bar Association, he recently donated a day of service to 
the MICAH House in Council Bluffs. Additionally, the organization 
plans to host a philanthropic event this spring to benefit a local 
Omaha charity. 
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Elizabeth Norton: Elizabeth is a third-year student who will be 
graduating this May with her Juris Doctor and Master of Science 
in government and organizational leadership. During her time at 
Creighton, Elizabeth has led several student groups in a variety of 
activities, including an annual fundraiser for the Wounded Warrior 
Project and helping refugee families resettle in the Omaha area. 
She has also been active in volunteering in the Omaha community. 
Elizabeth spent last semester in Washington, D.C., interning at the 
World Bank. 

School of Medicine

Megan Barlow: Megan is a third-year student and will graduate 
in May 2017. She has spent her time at Creighton in various ways, 
including participating in a student-run service trip to Romania and 
spending hours providing health care at a local homeless shelter 
with the Magis Clinic. She also serves as vice president of the  
third-year class in her medical school government. 

Julia Coughlin: Julia is a fourth-year student and will graduate 
this May. She will start her residency training in general surgery. 
While at Creighton, she was the co-president of Partners Against 
Cancer, volunteered her time seeing patients at the Magis Clinic, 
and mentored high school and undergraduate students interested in 
medicine. She has worked in Jamaica and Ghana, providing medical 
aid for several communities. Throughout her career, she hopes to 
continue to be involved in global health. 

Daniel Dyer: Daniel is a third-year student and will graduate in 
May 2017. He is a current director of the Magis Clinic, a Creighton 
student-run free clinic. Additionally, he has been involved in a 
number of Creighton activities including Partners Against Cancer, 
Project CURA, the Global Health Conference Midwest, and local 
service at the Sienna/Francis Homeless Shelter through the 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. 

Jason Eckmann: Jason is a fourth-year student and will graduate 
this May. During his time at Creighton, he served as a tutor, peer 
mentor, and a member of the medical school community service 
board. He also spent time volunteering at the Magis Clinic and 
participated in a medical service trip to Northeast India. In July, he 
will begin a residency in internal medicine, and ultimately plans to 
pursue a career in gastroenterology. 
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Timothy Evans: Tim is a fourth-year student planning on pursuing 
a combined residency-training program in internal medicine-
pediatrics after graduation in May 2016. He has been involved with 
community service throughout his four years at Creighton and has 
organized campus cleanups, food drives, toy drives, a St. Baldrick’s 
event, and volunteer opportunities with the Open Door Mission for 
the medical school classes. He was also involved with a service trip 
to India through Project CURA, the Magis Clinic, Project Homeless 
Connect, and Keep Omaha Beautiful, Inc. 

Spencer Gantz: Spencer is a third-year student who will graduate 
in May 2017. His primary extra-curricular involvement at Creighton 
has been serving as an executive board member and manager of 
Creighton’s Magis Clinic, a free clinic that provides quality health 
care to Omaha’s homeless and underserved populations. He also 
recently became a father and enjoys spending time with his wife, 
Katie, and son, Ethan. 

Sean Kenmore: Sean is a fourth-year student and is pursuing a 
residency in internal medicine after graduation this May. During 
his medical school career, Sean has consistently honored several 
courses and was recently elected into the Alpha Omega Alpha 
medical honors society. He has also been involved with various 
volunteer organizations at Creighton including the Magis Clinic,  
Vital Signs Mentoring, Fit for Life, Open Door Mission, and the 
American Red Cross. 

Sydney Marsh: Sydney is a third-year student who will graduate 
in May 2017. She has been involved with a variety of organizations 
while at Creighton including Advocates, Partners Against Cancer,  
the American Medical Association chapter and the medical 
admissions committee. She has also led a service trip to the  
Pine Ridge Native American Reservation with her peers. 

Mallory Moore: Mallory is a third-year student and will graduate 
in May 2017. Mallory is a volunteer at the Magis Clinic for the 
underserved population of the Omaha community, a Do Justice 
volunteer at Douglas County Youth Center, a Creighton University 
Advocates volunteer, and a YES mentor for at-risk youth. She is 
also a curriculum chair for Fit For Life, a program that implements 
healthy habits curriculum in Omaha Catholic schools. 

Benjamin Packard: Benjamin is a third-year student on the Phoenix 
track and will graduate in May 2017. He was an active volunteer at 
both the Magis Clinic and the Porto Clinic while in Omaha. He also 
volunteered at Habitat for Humanity every semester and continues 
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to do so in Phoenix. While in Phoenix, Benjamin has volunteered in 
the town of Sonoyta, Mexico, to provide medical services. 

Anne Pralle: Anne is a fourth-year student and will begin a 
residency in pediatrics in Spring 2016. She has been involved  
in a variety of activities at Creighton, including Magis Clinic and  
a medical service trip to India. She has also been involved in  
the community as a children’s basketball coach and a food  
service volunteer. 

Erika Price: Erika is a fourth-year student. Throughout her time in 
medical school, she has been involved in various service activities 
including a medical mission trip to India with Project CURA, 
mentoring through the American Medical Women’s Association, 
and community service efforts with an Ob-Gyn interest group. In 
February of 2015 she was accepted to Alpha Omega Alpha, the 
medical honor society, and she plans to pursue a residency in 
obstetrics and gynecology starting in summer 2016. 

Brody Slostad: Brody is a fourth-year student who is currently 
applying for an internal medicine residency. Brody’s service 
involvements include co-president of the Creighton chapter of  
Alpha Omega Alpha, Partners Against Cancer patient advocacy 
program, and Project CURA Global Healthcare trip to Ghana.  
Brody has authored two abstracts published in the Journal of  
Clinical Oncology, presented a poster at the 2015 American Society 
of Clinical Oncology National Meeting, and authored a published 
case report in the International Journal of Anatomic Variations. 

Jessica Tomsula: Jessica is a fourth-year student who will be 
starting a residency in pathology in July 2016. She has been involved 
in a variety of service activities at Creighton including leading a 
service trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Also, 
she is co-president of Fit for Life, an organization that works with 
Omaha fourth and fifth graders to try to teach them healthy habits 
and lifestyles. In addition, she has served on her class’s community 
service committee, worked in the Magis Clinic, and assisted in 
pathology research. 

Monica Waldstein: Monica is a fourth-year student who will be 
graduating this May. During her time at Creighton, Monica has been 
involved in the Magis Clinic, a free clinic for the homeless in Omaha. 
She has volunteered for the Dominican Pediatric ENT Mission,  
St. Vincent de Paul Meals for the Homeless, and Project Homeless 
Connect. Monica also tutored medical students and is developing  
a program to help third-year medical students succeed in the 
pediatric clerkship.  
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David Waters: David is a fourth-year student who will be pursuing  
a residency in anatomic and clinical pathology following graduation. 
During his eight years at Creighton, he has been a member of the 
School of Medicine Admission Committee, a peer mentor and  
tutor, and a volunteer for the school of medicine and the greater 
Omaha community. He was also involved in many organizations 
as an undergraduate student including Inter-Residence Hall 
Government, Greek life, various honor societies, and the  
Freshman Leadership Program. 

School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions

Sarah Adie: Sarah is a fourth-year student in the School of 
Pharmacy and Health Professions and will graduate with a Doctorate 
of Pharmacy in 2016. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in elementary 
education from Saint Mary’s University. Sarah is a member of the 
Rho Chi Honor Society serving on both the fundraising committee 
and as co-chair on the Fred LeRoy Committee, in which she is 
responsible for creating health awareness brochures for patients 
within the Fred LeRoy Health and Wellness Center. Sara has also 
served as a Welcome Week Ambassador and tutor for first-year 
pharmacy students.

Collin Atkinson: Collin is a fourth-year physical therapy student 
who will graduate in May 2016. He has served as the vice president 
for the Creighton University American Physical Therapy Association 
and has been an active member of the Physical Therapy Leadership 
Guild (PTLG). Collin was part of a class that helped organize Project 
Homeless Connect at Creighton and China Honors Interprofessional 
Program, which traveled to China to provide rehabilitation care. 
For the last part of his physical therapy curriculum, Collin will be 
volunteering in the Dominican Republic through the Institute for 
Latin American Concern (ILAC) program. 

McKenzie Wiese Behrendt: McKenzie recently graduated with a 
Doctorate of Occupational Therapy in December 2015. She has 
helped her fellow occupational therapy peers advocate, exemplify 
characteristics, establish unique community connections, and 
increase their passion for their profession by being a co-founder 
of the organization, Creative Occupations. She held the treasurer 
position for two years and participated in the Institute for Latin 
American Concern program in the Dominican Republic. She  
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humbly thanks God and all of the influential individuals in her 
life for continually providing her with avenues of personal and 
professional growth. 

Ann Cabri: Annie is a third-year pharmacy student and will 
graduate with a Doctorate of Pharmacy and a Bachelor of Science 
in health sciences in May 2017. She exemplifies magis through 
her involvement in organizations on campus and her commitment 
to patient care as a pharmacist intern. Serving as president of 
the Creighton Student Society of Health System Pharmacy, she 
coordinates several events to help pharmacy students prepare 
for post-graduate residency positions. Annie collaborates with 
medical students to develop interprofessional clinical reasoning 
competitions to enhance classroom learning and boost rapport 
between health care providers. 

Whitley Case: Whitley is a fourth-year physical therapy student 
graduating in May 2016. She has been involved in a variety of 
activities within the Doctor of Physical Therapy program including 
tutoring and service opportunities throughout Omaha. She has 
served on the Sherman Steichen Memorial Run committee and will 
be traveling with the Institute for Latin American Concern program 
to provide physical therapy services in the Dominican Republic 
in March 2016. In her free time, Whitley enjoys spending time 
volunteering at the Heartland Equine Therapeutic Riding Academy. 

Kaitlin Crowley: Kaitlin is a fourth-year pharmacy student and will 
graduate in May 2016. She has been actively involved in several 
professional organizations at Creighton, including Phi Delta Chi 
Pharmacy Fraternity, American Pharmacists Association, Student 
Society for Health Systems Pharmacist, Rho Chi Honor Society, and 
Phi Lambda Sigma Leadership Society. Kaitlin is currently applying 
to pharmacy residency programs with the goal of becoming a 
clinical pharmacist. 

Michelle Eastwood: Michelle is a third-year physical therapy 
student. She has been involved in a variety of clubs while at 
Creighton, including the Physical Therapy Leadership Guild, which 
provides service to the school and the surrounding community. 
She has also provided service to communities in Missouri, rural 
Nebraska, and Oregon by coordinating and volunteering in balance 
clinics, exercise classes for individuals with Parkinson’s disease,  
and hippotherapy while on clinical rotations. 

Sarah Esparza: After graduating from Santa Clara University in 
2010, Sarah did a year of service through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
and later as a social worker. Since starting school at Creighton, 
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Sarah has continued to be involved with service through Physical 
Therapy Leadership Guild. She also had the opportunity to travel to 
China as part of the Cultural Immersion and Experiential Learning. 
She is finishing up her last clinical rotation in the Bureau of Prisons, 
Fort Worth, Texas, where she is working with female inmates and 
researching the benefits of physical therapy within her setting. 

Rebecca Halbur: Rebecca is in her fourth year of pharmacy school 
and will graduate with her Doctorate of Pharmacy in May 2016. She 
has enjoyed mentoring through Kids Can! Community Center and 
volunteering for pharmacy-related service activities including  
Porto Urgent Care Clinic and Kountze Healing Gift Clinic. Rebecca 
is an active member of the American Society of Health System 
Pharmacy, Rho Chi Pharmaceutical Academic Honor Society,  
Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, and the American  
Pharmacists Association. 

Laura Hampson: Laura is a fourth-year Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy candidate and will graduate in May 2016. During her 
second-year of school, Laura volunteered her time to provide respite 
care to underserved individuals in the Omaha area. She helped 
organize the 2014 Parkinson’s Awareness walk with the Nebraska 
Parkinson’s Disease Association and recruited her classmates to 
volunteer at the event for the class service project. Additionally, 
Laura volunteered at an adaptive sports camp in Chicago for 
disabled veterans. 

Jeannie Kinoshita: Jeannie is a third-year pharmacy student. She 
is involved in a variety of organizations at Creighton and is currently 
the president of the American Pharmacists Association—Academy  
of Student Pharmacists, as well as the worthy master at arms for  
Phi Delta Chi Professional Pharmacy Fraternity. She is also a 
member of the Rho Chi Pharmaceutical Academic Honor Society, 
Phi Lambda Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Society, and serves on  
the Pharmacy Curriculum Committee. 

Emily Mescher: Emily is in her third year of the physical therapy 
program at Creighton University. She is involved in a variety 
of clubs and organizations, including the American Physical 
Therapy Association and the Physical Therapy Leadership Guild. 
Under Emily’s leadership as president, the Jays for Pediatrics 
club expanded its babysitting and respite care program to serve 
additional families, strengthened its relationship with J.P. Lord 
Elementary School, and provided education about pediatric health 
care to its members by bringing in guest experts. This spring Emily 
will be traveling to the Dominican Republic through the Institute  
for Latin American Concern program. 
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Sara Munzesheimer: Sara is a third-year occupational therapy 
student. She has been involved in a variety of on-campus 
organizations including Pre-Occupational Therapy club,  
Creighton University Occupational Therapy Association, and  
Pi Theta Occupational Therapy Honors Society. This January she 
went on a service trip to the Dominican Republic with Creighton 
to provide occupational therapy services to children and adults in 
need. Sara is always willing to help out and considers that to be  
one of her strengths. 

Elizabeth Talcott: Beth is in her last semester of the physical 
therapy program, on track to receive her doctorate in May 2016. 
She has been involved in many activities throughout her time at 
Creighton, including holding the office of vice president for the 
Physical Therapy Leadership Guild. She was also heavily involved 
in creating a continuing education course for practicing physical 
therapists, which raised funds for physical therapy research through 
the Miami-Marquette Foundation. Beth will travel to the Dominican 
Republic for a four-week clinical rotation in April to continue her 
education and serve the underprivileged at a more global level. 

Linnea Tokushige: Linnea is a third-year pharmacy student who will 
graduate in May 2017 with a Doctorate of Pharmacy and Bachelor 
of Science in Health Sciences. She has been involved in various 
activities including a sustainability service trip through the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice, a pharmacy immersion trip on the 
Navajo Reservation, and flu clinics for Creighton and surrounding 
Omaha communities. She currently co-leads an interprofessional 
bible study and is an active member of Phi Delta Chi Pharmacy 
Fraternity, Phi Lambda Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Society, and 
Rho Chi Pharmaceutical Honor Society. 

Brandon Van Amber: Brandon is a fourth-year pharmacy student 
and will graduate in May 2016. After graduation he plans to pursue 
a clinical pharmacy residency. Throughout pharmacy school at 
Creighton, Brandon has completed pharmacy research and taken 
on several leadership roles in his work with Operation Diabetes 
and Rho Chi Pharmacy Honor Society. He has also been an active 
member and volunteered his time with a number of pharmacy 
organizations.  
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Honorary Inductees

Phillip R. Amidon, S.J., D.Phil.

Presented by James Clifton, S.J.

Father Phil Amidon entered the Society of Jesus in 1961, leaving  
the Eastern Iowan towns of Solon and Iowa City behind as he 
ventured to the Jesuit Novitiate located in St. Bonifacius, Minnesota.  

Fr. Amidon then followed the usual course of Jesuit formation,  
with studies in philosophy at St. Louis University, a period of 
teaching English in Seoul, Korea, at Sogang University, followed 
by his return to SLU for theology studies. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1974.  

Beginning in 1975, Fr. Amidon studied Church History at Oxford 
University and was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
Oxoniensis in 1979. 

After graduate studies in theology he was assigned to Sogang 
University in Seoul, Korea, for two years, and since then has  
spent most of his time at Creighton University where he serves  
as an assistant pastor, residence hall chaplain and part-time 
theology teacher.  

He has published translations of Church Fathers from the Patristic 
era, which the late Father William Harmless of the Society of Jesus 
described as some of the finest translations available.  

Fr. Amidon’s Jesuit brothers treasure his quiet and incisive wit  
and his unfailingly kind attention to all. His hobbies include  
reading and translation. 

It is with great pride that Father Phil Amidon is inducted as an 
honorary member into the Alpha Sigma Nu Honor Society.
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Cindy L. Costanzo, Ph.D., R.N., CNL

Presented by Linda Lazure, Ph.D., R.N.

Dr. Cindy Costanzo, College of Nursing associate professor,  
serves as senior associate dean, MSN program chair, and curriculum 
coordinator for both the Clinical Systems Administration track—MSN 
and Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)—and Clinical Nurse Leader 
(MSN) tracks. 

She now facilitates the Leadership Scholars program for 
undergraduate nursing students. Her career trajectory amplifies  
the natural acumen for administrative and leadership positions,  
as evidenced by managerial positions in varied clinical, academic 
and administrative venues. Dr. Costanzo generously accepted the 
interim dean position in 2015. She is highly regarded as a mentor 
and wise counselor to students, faculty and professional colleagues. 

She is active in numerous professional organizations, past-president 
of Nebraska Organization for Nurse Leaders; member of ANA, NNA, 
Sigma Theta Tau International, and Midwest Nursing Research 
Society. She recently agreed to serve on the Eastern Nebraska 
leadership team for the Nebraska Action Coalition.  

Her CV listing of service does not tell the story of this spiritually-
centered woman who makes time for quiet volunteer service  
without a desire for notoriety. She influences others with her 
positivity, urging them to step outside of their comfort zones and 
reach for the “more” (magis). Her exemplary scholarship, loyalty  
and dedication to Jesuit values make Dr. Cindy Costanzo an 
excellent honorary member of Alpha Sigma Nu.
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Patricia A. Perry

Presented by Richard Rossi, Ph.D.

For the last 20 years, when people at Creighton think of events 
coordination, they think of Patty Perry. What began with her 
planning a dozen or so annual events has grown over the years 
to the creation of an event team handling more than 100 events 
each year, including commencement ceremonies and presidential 
inaugurations. 

Patty loves learning. She graduated magna cum laude in 
communications from the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  
She traveled with her Air Force husband, Russ, and their two 
children, ultimately moving eight times in 16 years. While in  
Europe she mastered the Portuguese language and daughter,  
Alice, mastered German. When the Perrys returned to Omaha,  
Patty found a second home at Creighton.  

Patty serves as a sacristan, lector and lay Eucharistic minister at 
her St. Columbkille parish in Papillion. She also integrates Ignatian 
spirituality in her work and personal life. Patty led an all-city Ignatian 
prayer group called “Lord, Teach Me To Pray.” 

In 2013 she was honored with the Saint Ignatius Award at Creighton. 
The award testimonial accurately described her as a woman of faith 
and family possessing calmness, competency and concern.  
One colleague wrote, “She is a gentle soul, steadfast and strong  
in her institutional knowledge and commitment to Creighton and  
its mission.” 

For these reasons, and for her compassion, integrity, grace, and  
her teaching style of leadership, we are delighted to welcome  
Patty Perry as an honorary member of Alpha Sigma Nu.
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Mary E. Tracy, Ph.D., R.N.

Presented by Joan Lappe, Ph.D., R.N., FAAN

Dr. Mary Tracy, professor of nursing, inspires students and faculty 
to become women and men for others. She has worked tirelessly 
to assure that gerontological content is fully addressed and 
consistently updated in the College of Nursing. 

Dr. Tracy earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing from Creighton, 
and a master’s degree in nursing and a doctorate in gerontology 
from the University of Nebraska. Most of her career has been 
dedicated to the education of student nurses. She is highly  
regarded by her students and develops lifelong relationships  
with many of them.

Dr. Tracy actively models cura personalis in her untiring attention  
to the needs of elderly persons in our society. For many years she 
has focused on the residents of the Notre Dame Convent infirmary 
and the 7 Oaks Retirement Center.  

Dr. Tracy has conducted research with those residents to  
determine how the elderly can stay healthy longer. She also  
has conducted numerous community education programs  
related to care of the elderly, including care for those with 
Alzheimer’s disease and their families.

At Creighton Dr. Tracy is a mentor for the Status of Women 
Committee, serves as a member of the Bereavement Committee, 
and participated in the first Creighton Colleagues Program 
for understanding Ignatian spirituality. She also performs site 
accreditation visits as part of the Commission on Collegiate  
Nursing Education. 

In light of her distinguished scholarship, loyalty to the ideals of 
Jesuit education, and service to others we welcome Dr. Mary Tracy  
to Alpha Sigma Nu. 
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HONORARY INDUCTEES
Phillip R. Amidon, S.J., D.Phil.
Cindy L. Costanzo, Ph.D., R.N., CNL
Patricia  A. Perry
Mary E. Tracy, Ph.D., R.N.  

ASN STUDENT CHAPTER OFFICERS 2015-2016
Joseph X. Tanaka 
HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
President

Selina A. Marshall 
HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS  
Vice President 

Daniel D. Poston 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES  
Vice President 

Samantha O. Stanley 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES  
Vice President

Jennifer A. Vestle 
COLLEGE OF NURSING  
Vice President

Thomas J. Purcell III, Ph.D., CPA, BSBA’72, JD’77 
Student Chapter Moderator

Laurel McClure 
Administrative Assistant
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ASN ALUMNI BOARD OFFICERS 2015–2016
Thomas M. Kiefer, BA’73, DDS’77 
President

W. Wayne Young, Ph.D., BA’93 
Treasurer

Gary R. Batenhorst, J.D.,  BSBA’73 
Secretary

James F. Clifton, S.J. 
Moderator

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
Daniel S. Hendrickson, S.J., Ph.D. 
President, Creighton University

THANK YOU
Our sincere thanks and gratitude to the faculty, staff, administration 
and students of the Creighton community for dedicating their time 
and talents to making this day possible.

We are grateful to the Creighton University Alpha Sigma Nu Omaha 
Alumni Club for their support and sponsorship of the reception and 
continuing support of our activities throughout the year.
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Creighton University, located in Omaha, Neb., 
offers a top-ranked education in the Jesuit 
tradition for people who want to contribute 
something meaningful to the world. It is where 
students, faculty and staff thrive in a supportive 
community committed to Jesuit, Catholic values 
and traditions. And, it is where students learn to 
become leaders through service to others.

Creighton’s nine schools and colleges deliver 
powerful education that connects arts and 
sciences, law and business with health science 
programs in dentistry, medicine, nursing, 
pharmacy, occupational and physical therapy, 
public health and emergency medical services.


