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I.  My Understanding of Vocation

Since becoming aware of the quote – “Vocation [calling] is the place where the heart’s deepest gladness meets the world’s deep hunger” - through Cardoner activities the past two years, I find that I resonate with that definition and understanding of vocation.  Community Health Nursing and nursing education have been my passions – with additional “sub-passions”.   For example, these three areas have been and are important aspects of my life – enhancing life for those who are vulnerable, working internationally, and, being involved civically, politically, and in the community. Now, at the beginning of my early 60’s, I am strategic in my behaviors to mentor others.  And, in the final analysis of who we are spiritually, I have a strong commitment to be compassionate with others in all my endeavors.  The above is all part of my calling.  And, I believe I have integrated all aspects.


I have spent 42 years of my life either in nursing or nursing education and I evaluate that in the variety of ways I have done that, my “heart’s deepest gladness [has met] the world’s deep hunger.”  I am interested in developing my self and teaching strategies to best facilitate student learning – which is why I am applying for this vFellowship.  In recent years my increased emphasis on scholarship and publication reflects my concern for vulnerable and marginalized population and is focused on those topics.  My service for four decades reflects my community involvement in a multitude of ways to best make life better for others who are vulnerable.  It is almost like “I have not only been called – but compelled - to such involvement.”

II. Description of the vFellowship I Would Undertake


I want to spend time researching the life of Lavinia Dock, RN, how she discovered her calling, and how she lived out this vocation.  I will use this knowledge in my Chautauqua-type presentations of her and be able to better educate student nurses.


Lavinia Dock was a Public Health Nurse, a nurse historian, a nurse leader, a pacifist, a labor organizer, and a suffragist.  In a 2004 nursing journal she was acclaimed as the most socially conscious nurse there has been.  This past Summer I began giving Chautauqua-type presentations of her to nursing students.  I have now given four such presentations to about 200 different students.  I am finding the use of drama to be a very effective way of teaching students content about nurse mentors – and, a way to motivate them toward their best.  I am attaching a handout I used this Spring Semester 2005 because I am beginning to incorporate the idea of “one’s calling” as students reflect on Miss Dock and on their own lives.


Because of academic demands I have not had the time to research her life as I need to.   Receipt of the vFellowship would facilitate my doing this.


I request a $4,300 Summer Stipend.

III. My Contributions and Benefits from the Community of Participating Faculty


I would be an active contributor to the faculty group – with my ideas, reflections, and active listening.  As I do my research, I would seek input from others and their reactions.


I am a lifelong learner and know that I always benefit from the sharing of others in groups.  I learn well that way because I am respectful of others and know that they have new knowledge to share with me.  Or, they have new perspectives on old themes to share – which I have not thought of before.  The most recent example of this for me was my attendance at the Women of Spirit Conference on 1-29-05 – I have new spiritual knowledge because I heard the reflections of one woman.  She presented an “old theme” with new ways of “seeing” it.


I have maximized learning by participating in all possible Cardoner projects that I could since its beginning at Creighton – and, have benefited from them.  I am now applying such knowledge in a variety of ways in my teaching. (The handout is one example).  I expect to apply what I learn from this vFellowship in my teaching, scholarship, service – and, in other dimensions of my life.

IV. Schedule for Completion of Project


I will research this project during Summer 2005.  I have been on a nine-month contract for several years – I do not work for salary during the summer.  Thus, I will be prioritizing this research.


My plan is that I will 1)spend time reading much on her life, 2)synthesize the data, 3)write a script for my drama presentations, and, 4)write an article about her for publication.  Further, I plan to do many Chautauqua-type presentations of Lavinia Dock based on this written script in the future – 1)present to every class in the four Programs of the School of Nursing every year – Traditional, Accelerated, LEAP RN-to-BSN, and Graduate, and, 2)”go on the road” with this presentation to a variety of organizations – the 100th year anniversary of NE Nurses Association, other Schools of Nursing, many groups – labor, women, nurses, etc.  My vision is to present Lavinia Dock and her calling to local, state, national, and international audiences.  Besides the four nursing classes I have presented to, I have also presented to the Omaha Chapter of the NE Nurses Association at their Annual Fall 2004 Meeting and will be presenting to the Omaha Chapter of the Federal Women Employees in February.  


Receipt of this vFellowship would facilitate many audiences to be knowledgeable of the integration of one’s calling in life – by the use of drama of one woman’s life, that of Lavinia Dock.

V. Curriculum Vitae

Is attached.

See p. 29-30 of CV for five awards received from Creighton University.

VI. Letter of Support from Department Chair

Is attached.

A Class Handout is Attached

(vFellowship)

