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 vFELLOWSHIPS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2007-08

The purpose of the vFellowships Program is to build a community of faculty who directly incorporate their developing understanding of vocation-as-calling in their work as teachers, scholars, and in their service to Creighton University and to broader communities.  By “vocation” (<L. vocáre, v. = to call or summon) we mean the lived response of a human being to serve others as a manifestation of one's faith in and relationship with God.  By “vocation-as-calling” we focus on three distinct aspects:  the response of an individual in relationship with God, the response of an individual in relationship with one's community; and the tensive relationship between individual fulfillment and personal sacrifice for the good of the community. 

Successful applicants will receive a $4,500 summer stipend or comparable funding for one or more of the following during the 2007-08 academic year: course release; travel; research equipment or materials; student stipend.

vFellows will be expected to: 

1) 
Attend four vocation institute sessions starting at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays May 23, June 20, July 18, and August 15 and ending at 5 p.m. the following day.  (Note:  June 20 session ends at noon on Friday, June 22.)  Meals and private accommodations provided by Cardoner.
2)
Participate in monthly discussions among vFellowship recipients throughout the 2007-08 academic year

3)
Develop, implement, and assess your vFellowship project.  (Options appear below.)

4)
Disseminate project outcomes/learnings

Options for vFellowship Project for 2007-08 Academic Year:

A. 
Develop and offer new course using vocation-as-calling themes provide framework for at least 51% of course materials/ objectives/ learning outcomes.

B. 
Revise and offer current course such that vocation-as-calling themes provide framework for at least 51% of course materials/ objectives/ learning outcomes. (e.g. freshman seminar, SRP course, majors course.)

C. 
Serve as a Cardoner fellow to facilitate seminar series, calling all readers discussion groups, and/or complete a new project opportunity to offer through Cardoner.

D. 
Conduct a faculty-student research project with a component added to include specific vocation-as-calling mentoring for student.

E. 
Conduct a discipline-specific research project tied to vocation.  The topic could be related to themes of calling, faith, ministry, social justice, holistic student development, service learning, or student development in one of these sub-tentative areas. 

F.
Propose an additional project that directly benefits Creighton’s students, other faculty or staff, alumni, or Creighton at the departmental, divisional, or university-level.
Eligibility:
Fellowships are available to full-time, tenure track faculty members.  Ineligible faculty are those who are awarded a sabbatical anytime between summer 2007 and spring 2008, a University Research Fellowship for the summer of 2007, or a Faculty Development Scholarship from the College of Arts and Sciences for the summer of 2007.  Please indicate in your proposal if you are applying for any of these in 2007.

Although most proposals will likely involve individual projects, inter- or intra-disciplinary projects that involve two or more faculty members are acceptable. In such cases, supporting materials should include a statement specifying whether the applicants are requesting one fellowship split between them or multiple parallel fellowships. In either case, joint proposals will be judged by the same criteria as individual ones.

Dissemination of Project Outcomes/Learnings:


vFellows whose projects focus on course development must agree to teach the relevant course at least once between Fall 2007 and Spring 2009. vFellows whose projects focus on scholarship must agree to make a presentation to the Creighton community during the 2007-08 academic year.  vFellows who work directly with Cardoner must also be willing to make a vocation-as-calling relevant presentation to the Creighton community during the 2007-08 academic year. 

Application Procedures:

Recall that the purpose of the vFellowships is to build a community of faculty at Creighton who increase their understanding of vocation-as-calling and who are willing to incorporate this increased understanding in their teaching, scholarship, and/or service.  
Applications should write a brief explanation that includes the following:  

I. Completed application form with signatures from your Department Chair and Dean 

II. Your current understanding of vocation and how it relates to your teaching, scholarship, and/or service (1 page max)

III. A description of the particular vFellowship project you would undertake, your preferred method of compensation, and how this compensation would facilitate project completion      (1 1/2 pages max) 

IV. How you might add to the community of faculty who participate and how you expect to benefit from your participation (1/2 page max)

V. Estimated schedule for completing your project and plan of significant personal and professional activities for the summer of 2007 (1 page max)
VI. Curriculum Vitae, including any awards, grants, fellowships, sabbaticals, etc. awarded during your tenure at Creighton University
Submission Deadline:

Submit 1 original and 5 copies of entire application packet to Dr. Kristina DeNeve, Director of Cardoner, on or before Monday, January 15, 2007


About Cardoner at Creighton:

Cardoner at Creighton University is an Academic Affairs program.  Cardoner at Creighton is named after the Cardoner River in Spain where St. Ignatius of Loyola gained deeper insight into his own vocation.   More information about Cardoner can be found at www.creighton.edu/cardoner or by contacting Dr. Kristina DeNeve, 280-2992, or kdeneve@creighton.edu   
