











She suggested making the wording
of a question about consequences for
breaking Hammurabi’s laws more
specific. As Dorr did this, 14 lively
Native American students burst into
the room, talking and laughing as they
scrambled to find their history books.

Kindly but firmly, Dorr admonished
them to settle down as he opened class
with a brainstorming session about
current laws and the penalties for
violations. For the next 40 minutes, he
moved methodically through several
oral and written activities to help
students relate the ancient world to
their lives on the reservation.

Toward the end of class, Dorr, a
graduate of Xavier University, turned
to St. Ignatius’ Prayer of Generosity
posted on another chalkboard and
told students that the class would start
reciting it regularly.

“I know that not all of you are
Christians but generosity is also a big
part of Lakota spirituality,” he said.

When the bell sounded, the students
departed as noisily as they had come
and Dorr made a quick trip to the
copy room to retrieve materials for his
next class. The remainder of his day
included more classes, meetings with
Davies, Mass, dinner in the school
cafeteria and further school work at
the trailer on the mission compound
where he lives with other volunteer
teachers.

Dorr and Roselle, a 2007 Creighton
alumnus, are among the 10 current
participants in Magis, a six-year-old
graduate program in Creighton’s
Education Department that places
teachers in Catholic schools for two

John Roselle, left, and Jeff Dorr, two students enrolled in Creighton’s Magis teaching program, meet with

Magis director Molly Davies at Red Cloud Indian School on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

years while they earn their master’s
degrees in Education Seconda
Teaching or Teacher Leadership,

as well as teaching certificates,
tuition-free. Participants receive a
modest monthly stipend and live
in community with other Magis
volunteers.

Magis is an example of Creighton’s
efforts to serve Catholic schools,
especially economically challenged
schools like Red Cloud and St. Richard
School in North Omaha, where
Jennifer Ward teaches fifth-graders,
many of whom are Sudanese.

Timothy Cook, Ph.D., associate
chair of the education department
and founder of the program, said
it grew from a meeting that he
attended at Notre Dame, where
Catholic universities discussed ways

to better serve Catholic schools. A
local anonymous donor provided
seed money to start Magis. Creighton
is currently seeking other donors to
help finance the program and assist
Creighton in serving Catholic schools.

Pillars of the Program

The “three pillars” of Magis are
professional education, spirituality
and community living. The program
opens with a summer of graduate
work in education and spirituality at
Creighton. Through their education
courses, participants learn how
to manage classrooms, discipline
students and prepare and present
lessons. Ward is this year’s only
participant with an education degree
and teaching experience. Because
her master’s will be in educational
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Called to Teach

administration, she took different
education classes but she has lived
with the others in Kenefick Hall and
has taken her spirituality courses with
them.

Both Davies and Cook said they
regard teaching in Catholic schools as
a vocation. Participants are selected
for this competitive program based
on both academic excellence and their
interest in undergoing a spiritual
formation program that somewhat
resembles that of novices entering
religious orders.

“The qualities we seek are academic
rigor and interest in spiritual growth
and development,” Davies said.

“All of our teachers are practicing
Catholics.” Many graduated from
Jesuit high schools or universities or

Jeff Dorr

Hometown: Milwaukee

both. Community living includes faith
sharing activities and community
involvement. Roselle, for example,
teaches confirmation preparation
courses at Sacred Heart Church on the
reservation.

Davies recruits participants from
all over the nation through visits to
campuses, but many first learn about
the program through its website,
creighton.edu/magis. Only about half of
the applicants are selected. Sometimes
worthy applicants are rejected because
there is no suitable placement for
them in a regional Catholic school —a
problem that is likely to diminish as
Magis expands from Nebraska and
South Dakota to other states.

Next year, Davies hopes to add
15 participants, bringing the total to

23. The program can accept up to 15
applicants per year for a total of 30
participants, a figure it hopes to reach
by 2009. That would be capacity for
current staff and budget resources.
Tuition and the stipends cost more
than $25,000 per participant.

While the goal is to place as
many participants as possible at
“under-resourced” Catholic schools,
placements at more affluent schools
such as Omaha’s Creighton Prep,
Duchesne Academy, Mt. Michael and
Skutt Catholic also are welcome and
help build the entire program, she said.

Since the program began, 18 people
have completed it and more than half
are still teaching in Catholic schools
in Nebraska, she said. One is in parish
ministry at North Platte and another

Dorr, who said he tends to be hard on himself, said
that the first year of teaching is difficult under any

circumstances and even veteran teachers find teaching
on the reservation a challenge.

Growing up in an upper-middle class family, Dorr
always knew he had many options and talents and his
family helped motivate him to succeed. His students
face a far more daunting reality.

“Here, the number of jobs is limited,” he said. “My
students have abilities they haven't realized they have
at this point. They have an inability to grasp onto their
talents and strengths. I want to encourage them to
buy into the knowledge and abilities they have and to
believe in themselves.”

Dorr said living in a rural setting for the first time
also is challenging. “This weekend I wanted to go out
and take a break, but where do you go?”

Rural poverty on the reservation is different than the
urban poverty he saw in Nicaragua and “there’s a lot I
haven't sorted out. I'm still trying to figure out how to
become a greater part of the community.”

In addition to teaching, Dorr supervises an athletic
club and drives the Red Cloud school bus. “More
than anything, this puts me in touch with where the
students come from. I can understand the differences
when I see what their front door looks like.”

Despite the difficulties, Dorr said he is committed
to staying the two years, confident that it will be a
“period of growth.”

“When I got the e-mail from Molly, being offered
this option was a sign that I was meant to be here. It is
sometimes hard to see that in the day-to-day, but when
I step back and get a tiny bit of distance, yes, this is
where I am supposed to be.”

B.A.: Xavier University in History, 2007

By the time Jeff Dorr graduated from Xavier University
with a minor in education, he had decided to teach. He had
passed up student teaching in order to spend a semester in
Nicaragua but sought a graduate program that would turn
him into a teacher. A Jesuit friend from home suggested
Magis because of its stress on spirituality.

While he would have preferred to teach high school,
Dorr accepted his middle school placement at Red Cloud
because it filled the school’s needs.

“This is what it boils down to,” he said. “I didn’t go into
teaching for self serving. I'm here to help the whole school.
There are a lot of challenges in middle school.”
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John

Hometown: Tulsa, Okla.
B.A.: Creighton University in Theology, 2007
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When John Roselle came to Creighton, he planned
to be a lawyer, but he changed his major to theology
as he found his faith becoming increasingly important
to him. He joined the Cortina Community, a program
in which members live in McGloin Hall and focus on
building community, sharing their faith and performing
community service.

Other significant undergraduate experiences included
a spring break service trip and spending a semester
in Creighton’s Encuentro Dominicano Program in the
Dominican Republic.

He began to think that he should teach theology in
order to share his faith. The Magis Program “seemed like
a very dynamic way to enter the profession and become a
teacher.”

Called to Teach

Roselle spent an intense summer earning 13
graduate credit hours to prepare for his Red Cloud
assignment. He student-taught theology at Creighton
Prep to students from various Catholic schools who
had failed the course, good preparation for any future
work with students “who didn’t want to be in
school.”

At Red Cloud, Roselle teaches five periods of
theology a day, drives the school bus twice a week,
helps students with ACT test preparation and teaches
confirmation prep at Sacred Heart Church. He also
moderates a movie club that meets weekly, and he
puts in hours of class preparation and grading at
night. He and Dorr also are still taking graduate
education courses.

Roselle is a warm, caring and imaginative teacher
who uses such things as popular music to help make
lessons come to life. In one class, for example, the
goal for the day was: “To think about the role of the
prophets.”

“Prophecy is not just telling the future, it is telling
the truth about the present,” he told the class, then
led the students in brainstorming about what would
make the world better. The class ended with a song
by Kelly Clarkson about people who were longing
and hoping to be set free.

Roselle said he even loves grading papers because
it allows him to see how students are thinking. He
tries to cite what they are doing well, rather than to
correct errors.

“My goal is not to bring God to them but to
basically encourage them to see God already in their
lives and consider how God can become an even
more important part of their lives. I like to think of
each class as a mini-retreat.”

CREIGHTON |13

Spring 2008



Called to Teach

is an education department adjunct
professor and teaches elsewhere in
Omaha. There is no obligation to
continue in Catholic education beyond
two years.

Davies said that Magis will likely
soon expand to New Mexico and
possibly Nevada. “We've met with
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and the
Diocese of Gallup. They have a hard
time recruiting qualified teachers.”

Red Cloud is eager for more teachers
at all levels, said Robert Brave Heart
Sr., superintendent of schools. Red
Cloud, which is located in the middle
of the Pine Ridge Reservation, has
long recruited young college graduates
from all over the country to volunteer
for a year to help staff the school.
Most have no education backgrounds
but undergo an intense orientation to

prepare them to live on the reservation
and work with Native American
students, often as teacher aides or in
staff positions.

Magis’ combination of a two-
year commitment and graduate
work in education helps Red Cloud
academically, he said. “We are hoping
to get three or four more next year
because of the quality of the program.
We like it that we automatically get
two years and two could lead to a third
(year of volunteering). The longer the
service, the better the work.”

Brave Heart said that it takes
volunteers “a semester or a year to
establish themselves. By the second
year they have a good rapport
with students and good teaching
strategies.” Nick Dressl, principal of
the high school, and Jennie Sierria,

Creighton Working to Bolster Catholic Schools

Creighton University is at the forefront among universities seeking
to ensure a bright future for Catholic schools. Creighton’s expertise and
tradition of service can have a significant impact on the future of Catholic
schools in the United States, and indeed, the world.

In 2005, the U.S. bishops urged Catholic higher education to be an active
partner with K-12 Catholic school education — especially in the preparation
of teachers and leaders. Creighton University is taking up this mantle, to
benefit not only the Church, but all of society.

Creighton’s efforts — educating new teachers specifically to serve
in Catholic schools, providing certification and leadership training for
current teachers, collaborating with (arch)dioceses, conducting educational
research, serving as a national resource, and more — are all important
answers to the bishops’ call to higher education.

Yet, Creighton’s legacy and willingness to lead in Catholic school
education must continue to excel and meet ever-changing challenges.
Creating an Institute for Catholic School Initiatives will provide a formal
structure to concentrate Creighton’s current efforts and expand to serve
even more schools, teachers and students.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY will partner with philanthropic
leaders who share Creighton’s transformative vision of an Institute for
Catholic School Initiatives that sets the pace for Catholic educational
excellence, which is rooted in Creighton'’s Jesuit tradition of academic
excellence and commitment to serve those most in need.
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
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principal at the prekindergarten
through eighth-grade school, agreed.
They praised the work of Dorr and
Roselle.

Davies said she is particularly
grateful to the program’s anonymous
donor for his personal and spiritual
support for Magis and its participants.

“Our donor is still very involved,”
she said. “He calls about every two
weeks. He prays the rosary for our
participants. He shows his interest and
support for me.”

Cook said he feels that Magis has
reached a “breakthrough point” with
area Catholic schools.

“In the early years, we had to go
out and work harder to get schools to
participate with us,” he said. “Now
they come to us.”

About the author: Wirth is professor
and chair of the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication
at Creighton. She is also author of
the book They Made All the Difference:
Life-Changing Stories from Jesuit High
Schools, which focuses on the role of
Ignatian spirituality in Jesuit high
schools nationwide.

Schools Served

Students in Creighton's Magis
teaching program have served in the
following schools: Archdiocese of
Omaha: Jesuit Middle School, Holy
Ghost, Holy Name, St. Thomas More, St.
Bernadette, Holy Cross, St. Richard, St.
James Seton, All Saints, St. Peter and
Paul, St. Joan of Arc, Scotus Central
(Columbus, Neb.), Gross Catholic, St.
Francis (Humphrey, Neb.), Roncalli
Catholic, Skutt Catholic, Duchesne
Academy, Creighton Prep, Mercy High
School, Mount Michael Benedictine,
West Point Central Catholic. Diocese
of Grand Island, Neb.: Grand Island
Central Catholic, Kearney Central
Catholic. Diocese of Lincoln, Neb.:
Cathedral of the Risen Christ. Diocese
of Rapid City, S.D.: Red Cloud Indian
School, Pine Ridge, S.D., Red Cloud
Middle School, Red Cloud High School.




Jennifer

Hometown: Lincoln, Neb.
B.A.: University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Elementary
Education and Theater, 2005
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Jennifer Ward’s road to a Magis teaching position at St.
Richard School took a long detour from her childhood in
Lincoln, Neb. — through two years of teaching at a Catholic
school in Taiwan. A graduate of Lincoln Southeast and
UNL, she had never before experienced Catholic education
and it changed her life.

“I met an amazing American missionary who was in his
90s,” she said. “He became my spiritual director, and he
influenced my desire to continue working in a Catholic
school.”

When Ward returned home last April, she found the
Magis program on the Internet, and was accepted. “It fit
perfectly.” Because she already had her teaching certificate,
she is pursuing her master’s in educational administration

Called to Teach

with the goal of becoming either a principal of a
Catholic school in Africa or working to bring theater to
inner-city Catholic schools.

Ward said that her work in Taiwan helped prepare
her for teaching at St. Richard, where Sudanese
students make up about a fourth of the population and
most of the rest of the children are African-American.
Both are cross-cultural experiences.

“My having experienced life as a minority in
Taiwan gives me a perspective from which to better
understand the minority experience of my students
and their parents.”

Ward also teaches a theater class that she is
particularly enthusiastic about and will expand next
year because it allows students to express things about
their lives that they need to convey.

“Theater offers students a forum in which
to experiment with decision-making in a safe
environment,” she said. “The choices students make
on stage help build real-life character. Our theater class
at St. Richard School is a forum for dramatic literature
performance, transmission of thought through art,
performance, music and dance. This is theater for
social justice. Theater asks us to look inward to better
understand and construct a culture of self.”

Ward lives in a community of other Magis teachers
in the St. Bridget Convent in South Omaha. She
said she loves both her work at St. Richard and
experiencing the rich cultures of both North and South
Omaha.

“When I left Taiwan, I hadn’t a clue (about what to
do) but this (Magis) fit perfectly with what I wanted
to do,” she said. “When you allow the Holy Spirit to
guide your path, God’s will can be done. That's what I
think is happening.”
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Passion for

By Bridget Keegan, Ph.D., Professor of English
and Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences

For Terry Clark, Ph.D., professor of international relations, mentoring students in his “fuzzy
math” research group is teaching at its most intense and most rewarding. Likewise, for Greg
Zacharias, Ph.D., professor of English, the opportunity to train students in documentary
editing enables him to share the joys of academic life. Gintaras Duda, Ph.D., assistant
professor of physics, conveys his enthusiasm for the mysteries of the universe in his lab, where
his research students collaborate in investigating dark matter. For both Caroline Goulet, Ph.D.,
assodiate professor of physical therapy, and Jeff Smith, Ph.D., associate professor of education,
researching with graduate students allows them to cross disciplinary boundaries and bridge the
gap between the dlinical and research environments,

These faculty members have distinguished themselves as leading scholars in their fields. They
are also actively sharing their research agendas with their students, training the next generation
of scholars. For the faculty and students profiled here, research is not a solitary “ivory tower”
pursuit. It is an endeavor that builds community and allows students to see that their intellectual
contributions can make a difference.

16| CREIGHTON

Spring 2008



Dr. Greg Zacharias
and the Henry James
Center Team

Located on the third floor of
the Humanities Building, the
Henry James Center, directed by
Greg Zacharias, Ph.D., is editorial
headquarters for The Complete
Letters of Henry James. It attracts
James scholars from around the
world, who, along with Creighton
undergraduate and graduate
research assistants, are editing,
annotating and publishing more
than 10,423 letters by Henry James.
The first two volumes were
published late in 2006 and received
rave reviews from such esteemed
publications as the Times Literary
Supplement. The third (of the
projected 40 volumes) is scheduled
for 2008 publication. The center is the
largest public repository of Henry
James letter copies in the world.
Perhaps just as important as the
artifacts it houses and the works it
produces are the unique learning
opportunities the center affords
students in scholarly editing.
Numerous students have
collaborated in the center’s work
since its opening in 1997. These
student researchers have produced
conference papers and published
essays and book chapters.
Scholarly editing is a rigorous,
theoretically complex endeavor,
involving much more than
transcribing primary documents. It
requires the editor to have a deep
knowledge of his or her subject, so
as to decipher context and intention
in the documents. The question
of how to present original texts (if
they contain errors or erasures, for
instance) and how much intervention
(or correction) is appropriate are
vexing subjects in editorial theory.
This is part of what Zacharias teaches
students, and helping unravel these
questions is what students contribute
to the project.

From left, English majors Mathew Carroll and Michelle McGauvran join Creighton alumna Tara
Knapp, MA'99, a former associate editor of The Complete Letters of Henry James, and Greg Zacharias,
Ph.D,, at the Henry James Center on Creighton’s campus.

“Dr. Zacharias taught me something
very important about the responsibility
one has in doing intellectual work,”
said Natalie Roxburgh, MA'05, who
is currently working on her Ph.D.
in English at Rutgers University.
“Whatever one’s project might be, one
should produce it with care. He taught
me to pay attention to both dynamism
(it should be interesting) and accuracy
(it should be rational).”

Zacharias said these students, through
their research, see “the scholarly world

as a welcoming place.”

“Ilearned that research is not
work, but rather a passion, and that
that passion, duly pursued, will
produce commendable scholarship,”
said Pat Phillips, BA'05, who is
currently working on his Ph.D.
in English at the University of
Kansas. “I felt that my work was
contributing to a greater good.

It helped me and others ‘find
their voice,” which, to me, is what
education is all about.”
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Sharing the Passion for Research

Dr. Jeff Smith
and Mary Ann Ekanem

As anurse at Creighton’s Cardiac
Center, Mary Ann Vogel Ekanem,
BSN'80, noticed that although studies
had proven correlations between
mood disorders and heart disease,
physicians typically did not factor
this into their treatment of patients.

Ekanem developed her
observations into a successful
research project when she enrolled in
Jeff Smith’s research methods class,
a required course for the master’s
degree in counseling that Ekanem is
pursuing.

Smith was immediately
impressed with Ekanem’s proposal,
and he encouraged her to conduct
the research. He noted that he hadn't
seen any similar research in the
professional journals, and he believed
that Ekanem had an original and
important project.

Smith helped Ekanem get
approval for her project from the
Institutional Review Board and the
Research Committee at the Cardiac
Center. With Smith’s encouragement,
Ekanem became the first non-
cardiologist allowed to conduct
research at the Cardiac Center.

“Dr. Smith gave me the
encouragement to just go for it and
trust that you had a good idea and
that you could pursue it,” Ekanem
said.

Smith said he tries to instill a
sense of confidence in the students
he mentors, so that they’re not
afraid to explore and pursue
new ideas. He also stresses to his
students the importance of being
ethically sagacious in their research
activities. It is critical, he said, that
students follow a code of ethics in
designing a research agenda, so
that no harm, even inadvertently,
comes to the project participants.
Smith encourages the students in his
research methods class to critique
one another and help each other
anticipate potential ethical blind
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Jeff Smith, Ph.D., associate professor of education and director of Creighton’s Counselor Education
Program, gave Mary Ann Ekanem encouragement and support in her research project. Ekanem,
anurse at Creighton’s Cardiac Center pursuing a master’s degree in counseling, examined the
correlation between mood disorders and heart disease, and how that's applied to patient treatment.

spots. Although it can be intimidating
to share research ideas at an early stage,
Smith believes that letting colleagues
review your plans makes the final
project stronger.

Both Smith and Ekanem are proud
of the fact that this research project will
have results that can be applied. The
two are also excited about the cross-
disciplinary emphasis of the research,
which brings together doctors, nurses
and counseling professionals.

Ekanem is currently in the process
of writing up her results and will
work toward publishing them. She
credits Smith with helping her see
that she could take something she
was already doing and integrate it
into a significant research project.
After she graduates in May, Ekanem
isn't sure what her next project might
be, but after working with Smith,
she can definitely say that she has a
special place in her heart for research.



Dr. Caroline Goulet
and Audrey Cassel

The collaboration between
Creighton physical therapy
professor Caroline Goulet and her
protégée, Audrey Cassel, seeks to
break down disciplinary barriers,
connecting the clinical and the
research dimensions of physical
therapy.

Cassel worked as a professional
physical therapist for many years
before partnering with Goulet
on a research project at Madonna
Rehabilitation Hospital in Lincoln,
Neb. Their partnership was part
of Cassel’s post-professional efforts
to earn a doctorate in physical
therapy.

Goulet and Cassel’s research
project involves collecting and
analyzing data to help exercise
physiologists work with individuals
with multiple sclerosis to determine
the most beneficial mode of cardio-
vascular exercise.

The two are now collaborating
with researchers from the Madonna
Institute for Rehabilitation Science
and Engineering and the University
of Nebraska to develop an elliptical
trainer better suited to those
regaining mobility and strength.

The research allows Goulet to
show her students the productive
connections between the clinical
and the research settings. It also
allows her to integrate her passion
for the Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning (SoTL) into how she
introduces research activities and
methods to students. “Research
shouldn’t just be conducted in
silos,” Goulet said.

Goulet's professional journey has
taken her around the world, from
Canada to California to Iowa to
Hong Kong. Her travels exposed
her to a variety of professional and
educational settings. But Goulet's

Sharing the Passion

Caroline Goulet, Ph.D,, left, associate professor of physical therapy, is collaborating with Audrey
Cassel, who is working on her doctorate in physical therapy, and others on research to determine
the most beneficial cardiovascular exercises for individuals with multiple sclerosis.

passion for teaching led her to
Creighton.

Goulet has been delighted with
Cassel’s energy and commitment
to the project, viewing her as a full

collaborator in all aspects of the project.

For Cassel, the enthusiasm is mutual.
“Caroline sees the possibilities

for advancement of knowledge in

everyday practice and in research,”

Cassel said. “She exhibits

patience with the simplest and
basic questions, but appreciates
the neuroplasticity of all minds,
including mine. I have learned the
basics and complexity of physical
therapy research. She is not afraid
to ask her students the hard
questions and make sure they have
the right answers.”

for Research
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Sharing the Passion for Research

Dr. Gintaras Duda
and the Dark Matter
Research Team

Physics professor Gintaras
Duda loves mentoring students in
research because it introduces them
to a new mode of thinking and new
ideas about what it means to study
physics.

“Problems are not always solved
by looking at an answer in a
textbook,” Duda said. “You may
not know an answer or even know
where to look for that answer at
first. You don’t get a feel for this as
an area for discovery unless you are
in a research situation.”

Duda’s lab is devoted to
exploring one of the biggest
unanswered questions in science
today: the nature of so-called “dark
matter” — the substance or particle
that physicists believe collectively
constitutes more than 90 percent of
the mass of the universe but which
is non-luminous and thus cannot
be detected through traditional
astronomical means.

Because of the intensively
theoretical nature of this research, it
often takes time for students to be
sufficiently trained to collaborate in
Duda’s lab. Yet his students agree
that the effort is worth it. Duda
remembers one of his proudest
moments: the summer research
fellowship won by one of his first
undergraduate protégées, Ann
Kemper, and her presentation that
followed.

“Ann had to explain dark matter
and quantum mechanics, and she
did a brilliant job of talking to a
non-specialist audience,” Duda
said.

Creighton physics professor Gintaras Duda, Ph.D,, right, involves students like Katie Garrett in his
research on “dark matter.” The globe Duda is holding depicts the Cosmic Microwave Background
Radiation (CMBR) — essentially the light left over from the birth of the universe. It shows variations
in the universe’s temperature, data scientists can use to shed light on mysteries such as dark matter
and dark energy.

collaborate and generate ideas at these
meetings and that is hugely important
for the field,” Duda said.

Sophomore Katie Garrett, one of

about dark matter, geared toward
undergraduates.

“He is a great role model and has
taught me a lot about what it means
to do research and how to do it

Encouraging all of his students
to present their research at
professional conferences is another
goal that Duda emphasizes.
Participation in conferences allows
students to see that good research
doesn’t happen in isolation. “People
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Duda’s current protégées, has been
learning the programming necessary
for her to work with DarkSUSY, a
computer program that numerically

simulates the behavior of possible dark

matter particles. Duda is also helping
Garrett write her own research paper

well, which includes not only being
knowledgeable in your subject

but being willing to learn and
collaborate with others,” Garrett
said.



Sharing the Passion for Research

Dr. Terry Clark and the
Fuzzy Math Team

Although the subject of Terry
Clark’s research study is the
application of fuzzy mathematics to
formal models in political science,
the admiration that Clark’s research
protégés demonstrate for this
charismatic professor is perfectly
clear.

Together with two other
Creighton faculty members — John
Mordeson, Ph.D., who holds the
Mordeson Chair in Mathematics,
and Mark Wierman, Ph.D.,
associate professor of computer
science — Clark leads a team of
17 students. Working under the
auspices of Creighton’s Center for
the Mathematics of Uncertainty
(also known as “fuzzy math”),
directed by Mordeson, the team has
produced a book and four articles in
the last two years (all co-authored
with students) and has applied for a
National Science Foundation grant.

Clark conducts weekly group
meetings along with numerous
individual meetings with students
assigned to particular tasks within
the project. His students note
that his zeal for the subject is
positively contagious, and they find
themselves working even harder.

“I've learned that research can be
both amazing and frustrating,” said
junior Danae Mercer. “I've learned
how it s to sit for hours and days
crunching numbers only to find
that your hypothesis was wrong,
and then I've learned how it's all
worth it when the hypothesis is
right. I've learned that scholarship
isn't so much about reading books
and writing papers as it is about
thinking, just thinking ... and then
I've learned that to think, I need
the foundation of those books and
previously written papers.

“T've learned that in any situation,

Students Peter Casey and Danae Mercer review some mathematic models with political science
professor Terry Clark, Ph.D.

their lives.

“The time I've spent working
on this project has been extremely
rewarding,” said senior Alan
Hickle. “I've learned so much from
this work, and I never got a credit
hour for it. It has emphasized, for
me, that some of the best learning
opportunities have nothing to do
with being in a classroom. People

grades, no deadlines, nothing but what

you want to accomplish. If you fail,

it is your own fault. If you succeed,

it is only because you have pushed

yourself to unprecedented heights and

you have been willing to work hard.”
For Clark, mentoring students in

research is where he feels he most

fulfills the Jesuit charism of cura

personalis. Clark aspires to show

you get out of it what you put into
it. I've learned research requires
self-discipline, in that there are no

students just how enjoyable a life of
the mind can be and encourages them
to make learning a part of the rest of

ask me what I do and all I can say
is ‘I get fuzzy.” If I said any more, I
would keep talking for two hours.”
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Creighton researchers
— including a second-
year medical student —

I ] make a major discovery
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By Eugene Curtin

)

in treating patients
with brain injuries.
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Tfits fair to say that life is as challenging
as you allow it to be, then John Morrison, MS’05,
has been initialing a lot of permission slips lately.

{ i
- ‘;‘ A % \

John Morrison’s work on a major research study
resulted in the Creighton medical student being
invited to present at a meeting of the prestigious
American Association of Neurological Surgeons.

In 2006, he took part in the
Wisconsin Ironman triathlon, which
required a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile
bicycle trip and a marathon run of just
over 26 miles. He also ran a marathon
in 2004 and can occasionally be found
scuba diving or zipping down snow-
laden hills tenuously attached to a pair
of skis.

Which is all very well for a young
man at the peak of his physical
powers. But last year he was handed
areal challenge by two Creighton
University professors who gave him
an opportunity that may be unique in
the history of American neurosurgery.

Morrison, a second-year student
at Creighton University School of
Medicine, had participated in a long-
term study that began in 2000 under
the guidance of Pradeep Narotam,
M.D., and Narendra Nathoo, M.D. The
study concerned ways and means of
delivering oxygen to the brain tissue of
brain-trauma victims, and attempted
to determine whether improved
oxygen flow would deliver not just
physical survival, but a better general
outcome overall.

Morrison was assigned the role
of chief number-cruncher. He spent
many hours hunched over the results
flowing from the study, trying to
decipher what the facts and figures
were saying. What he found captured
the attention of the nation’s most
prominent neurosurgeons and resulted

in an invitation to Creighton to send
someone to address them at their
national convention held last April in
Washington, D.C.

Narotam and Nathoo, generously
recognizing Morrison’s labors, chose
their student — not yet a licensed
physician — to stand before the giants

“To make a presentation
to a general session of the
American Association of
Neurological Surgeons, as
we were asked to do, is an
incredible accomplishment
that puts Creighton on
the map as a major player
in the treatment of brain
trauma.”

— Charles Taylon, MD'71,

Chief of Neurosurgery
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Brain Gain

“We were showing that the quality
of life in the final outcome was
significantly better if the patient
got improved oxygen treatment.”
— Pradeep Narotam, M.D.

of neurosurgery and explain what had
been discovered.

Now that’s a challenge, as Charles
Taylon, MD'71, chief of neurosurgery
at Creighton, will tell you.

Taylon described the American
Association of Neurological Surgeons
(AANS), before which Morrison was to
make his presentation, as “the premier
neurosurgical organization in the
world.”

“It is almost impossible to make
a presentation at meetings of
that organization,” he said. “The
competition is extreme. To make a
presentation to a general session, as
we were asked to do, is an incredible
accomplishment that puts Creighton
on the map as a major player in the
treatment of brain trauma.”

Dr. Pradeep Narotam, like all people
of science, assumes nothing.

Asked whether it is not obvious that
improved oxygen flow to the brain
would ensure a better outcome than
if the brain were oxygen deprived,
Narotam leans in to his interviewer,

a quick lesson in the imperatives of
science already forming on his lips.
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Creighton’s Pradeep Narotam, M.D,, left, and Narendra Nathoo,
M.D., were the study’s principal researchers. They want to make
their results accessible to other surgeons treating patients with

“That,” he said, “is a supposition.”

Medical science supposes nothing,
not even that which might appear
obvious. It's all “supposition” until
trials, tests and treatments delivered
over time to a sufficient number of
patients inch the supposition toward
fact or fiction.

So neither Narotam nor Nathoo
was about to assume that victims of
brain trauma would experience better
outcomes if oxygen flow to brain
tissue could be improved. To test that
hypothesis, they began a study in 2000
designed to prove things one way or
the other.

It is well known, of course, that
oxygen deprivation is bad news for
anyone attempting to overcome brain
injury. Insufficient oxygen delivery is
believed to enhance by a factor of four
the chance that a brain trauma victim
will die. But would an enhanced
oxygen flow ensure not just survival,
but a better general outcome? Would
it, for example, permit someone whose
injuries seemed likely to condemn
them to a vegetative existence, to
experience a better result, a better
quality of life?

And if so, how could the presence of

Vo

oxygen in brain tissue be monitored,
and thus regulated? Is there a better
way to do that than monitoring
intracranial blood pressure, the
method used for approximately the
past 40 years?

The work the Narotam-Nathoo
team performed on those questions
— especially the data collection and
analysis conducted by Morrison —
captured the interest of the AANS.
After receiving a 250-word abstract
of the procedure, the organization
requested a presentation be made at a
plenary session of its annual meeting.

While this was in itself a great
tribute to the work done at Creighton,
Narotam and Nathoo’s choice of
presenter was a tribute to the long
hours and relentless investigation
performed by their student, Morrison.
Two years into his studies, he was
challenged to stand before the greatest
names in American neurosurgery and
tell them what had been going on at
30th and California streets.

Morrison said the opportunity was a
little intimidating.

“There was just a ‘Who’s Who' of
neurosurgery there,” he said. “I wasn't
sure if I could do it or not.”



It was, remember, a plenary session,
which means that all the participants
would be expected to attend. In this
case, that meant more than 3,000
neurosurgery professionals could be
on hand. Morrison had 12 minutes to
speak, and found, upon stepping into
the spotlight and standing before a
microphone, that all was well.

“Twasn’t ill at ease at all,” he said.
“I'had prepared for it very well. I
focused on the most relevant and
ground-breaking aspects of what we
had done.”

Morrison said he had many people
approach him after his presentation
asking how they could adopt the
procedure. Researchers have provided
a lot of feedback, he said.

What the Creighton team had done
was to demonstrate to a 95 percent
certainty, after following 139 patients
over five years, that a method they
devised of monitoring and regulating
oxygen flow to brain tissue could
reduce mortality and improve
outcomes. Each patient was followed
for six months after surgery to ensure
accuracy.

“We were able to show that the
quality of life was significantly better
if the patient got improved oxygen
treatment,” Narotam said.

The size and duration of the
Creighton study was termed “gold
standard” by Amy Lawrenson, a
spokeswoman for BrainOxygen.org, a
website created by Narotam and his
associates to promote the method they
had devised.

“The research performed at
Creighton was of such intense interest
because it was a large study conducted
over five years, incorporated the gold
standard of a six-month outcome, and
had findings which may prove to be
landmarks,” Lawrenson said.

“Neurotrauma patients often survive
but have severe disability,” she added.
“Using brain oxygen monitoring not
only reduced mortality but markedly
improved ‘good’ outcomes while
decreasing outcomes in the vegetative
and severely disabled categories.”

The method the Creighton
physicians devised uses the Licox

Brain Tissue Oxygen sensor, a device
used to measure oxygen in the brain.
The Licox first emerged about 10 years
ago and has since become a standard
tool for measuring brain oxygen.

The standard, intracranial procedure
allows the Licox to estimate the
presence of oxygen in the brain
after drilling a hole in the skull and
comparing blood pressure there with
blood pressure in the rest of the body.

The brain-oxygen monitoring
method developed by the Creighton
team permits a probe to be placed
directly into the brain tissue, yielding
much greater accuracy.

A key element of the innovation
is an algorithm developed by the
Creighton team and currently posted
at BrainOxygen.org for any medical
professional who might like to adopt
the procedure.

The algorithm is a step-by-step
explanation of how to conduct the
procedure.

Narotam said it became clear as
he, Morrison and the rest of his team
advanced the procedure that they were
on to something important.

“We treated the brain oxygen levels
of all our patients very aggressively,”
he said. “After John did the analysis
of all the data as a summer student
project, it was clear that we had some
powerful results.

“We were showing that the quality
of life in the final outcome was
significantly better if the patient got
improved oxygen treatment.”

And that’s the point.

The Creighton team was trying to
find out whether oxygenating the
brain, accurately and efficiently, would
not just reduce mortality but would
enhance the overall outcome for
patients. The answer, Narotam said,
after Morrison had crunched all the
numbers, was an unequivocal “yes.”

Itis a discovery that Narotam
said puts Creighton “on the map”
in terms of neurosurgery, a field
long dominated by universities in
California and Pennsylvania.

But, he said, his team is not about to
get proprietary with it.

“We want to share this and make it

Brain Gain

available to everyone who cares about
neurological injury,” he said.

To that end, they created
BrainOxygen.org, a very basic website
where they have posted the protocols
and procedures that will allow any
qualified neurosurgeon to pursue the
same method in treating brain injury
patients.

What did Morrison think about the
opportunity, so early in his medical
career, to stand up before the giants of
his industry?

“Inever heard of such a thing
myself,” he said. “There were a total
of nine presenters at various plenary
sessions, and they think I might be the
first student to make a presentation.”

Taylon suspects Morrison might
very well be right.

“T have not looked into this, so
I cannot say it with certainty, but I
would be very surprised if John was
not the first medical student to make
such a presentation before such an
important body,” he said.

Taylon said the brain-tissue
procedure now embarks on a path
toward eventually being accepted
as a “guideline.” It is too young and
innovative to have yet achieved that
important designation, he said, but it
is on the path.

The intracranial monitoring of blood
pressure, the standard treatment for
monitoring brain oxygen for the past
40 years, walked a similar path before
being accepted as a medical guideline,
Taylon said.

If it should ever achieve that status,
Taylon said the credit will be entirely
due to Narotam and Nathoo.

“They were the two main pioneers,”
he said. “They had the idea and
put the study together, with John
extracting the data. It has been a long
and detailed study. It's one thing to
have an idea and a machine. At some
point you have to answer the question,
‘But will it make a difference?’

“They answered that question.”

About the author: Curtinis a
freelance writer in Omaha.
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stretches across various academic disciplines
and class years. Each of us, it seems, can
claim a Jesuit experience that has touched
our hearts, minds or spirits — making a
difference in our lives.

individuals to be leaders in their communities
and in society. They have emboldened
graduates to work and stand for justice. And,
by their examples, they have shown how to
live in service to God and others.

Message

from the _

Campaign Chair

Their influence These powerful memories, no doubt, have
goes beyond contributed to the success of the WiLLING
the classroom. 10 LEAD CAMPAIGN. Our alumni, friends and
They reach out benefactors realize the impact a Creighton

Campaign Supports
Jesuit Mission

Jesuit education can make in the lives of
women and men. Through this campaign,
we have a unique opportunity to not only
support those experiences but to enhance
and expand Creighton University’s Jesuit,
Catholic identity. Thank you for your
continued support of the campaign.

to students —as
counselors, as
motivators, as role
models. They are
scholars, engaged
with the world and
the study of God's creation, who challenge

For more than 450 years, the Jesuits have
played a unique and extraordinary role
enlightening the human race. For more than

450 years, they have been leaders in the field

of education, combining the latest scholarship

with traditional teachings.
For more than 125 years, the Jesuits at

Creighton University have not only educated

young women and men to be proficient in
their chosen fields, but they have shaped

No Place Like Home
for Creighton Donors

Like many former students, you made
Creighton University your home for a number
of years. Now, there is a way for you and
other Creighton alumni and friends to return
the favor. Through an arrangement known
as a retained life estate (RLE), you can make
alifetime donation of your home while
continuing to live there. This increasingly
popular arrangement provides both you and
Creighton with significant benefits.

AnRLE is a gift plan defined by federal
tax law that allows you to donate your home,
vacation property or farm to a qualified charity
while retaining the right to live there for the rest
of your life. Creation of the RLE generates an
immediate charitable contribution deduction
on your income tax return. While you live on
the property, you are responsible for the routine
expenses normally associated with ownership
— maintenance fees, insurance, property taxes,
repairs, etc.

“This is an often overlooked way to make a
considerable impact upon Creighton that not
only generates immediate, sizeable income tax
benefits, but also helps to streamline the future
administration on one’s estate,” said Robert
Skrydlak, associate director of Estate and Trust
Services. “Plain and simple, the retained life
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students to examine their lives more fully.
And they remain involved in the lives of
Creighton graduates, celebrating with and
consoling us during life’s journey.

What are your Jesuit memories? Indeed,
the list of Jesuits who have had a positive
influence on the lives of Creighton students

estate is a wonderful way to create your legacy
to the University.”

Several alumni and friends of the University
have taken advantage of this strategy to create
substantial endowment funds, including the late
Gilbert Beirne, MD'45, who used this planning
technique for both his Palm Springs and Pebble
Beach, Calif, homes.

“Our biggest surprise
was how simple it was
to create this gift. We
had done our estate

planning homework,
so the transaction was
uncomplicated and easy.”

— Jack McGraw, BSBA'53

Jack McGraw, BSBA'53, and his wife, Joan,
saw this gift arrangement as a tax-efficient
way for the couple to continue their support of
the University. The McGraws have supported
Creighton campaigns, alumni activities, athletics

Bruce Rohde, BSBA'71, D73
Campaign Steering Committee Chair

For more information, or to contribute or

discuss a planned contribution to the campaign,
please call (800) 334-8794 or (402) 280-2740.

and the College of Business Administration.

In 1997, they also established the Jack and

Joan McGraw Endowed Chair in Information
Technology Management. Jack, a 1993 Alumni
Achievement Award recipient; his son John,
BSBA'84; and many extended family members
have attended the University. In addition, for
many years, the McGraws have hosted annual
alumni gatherings near Palm Springs, Calif.

“Things have really come full circle ... our
home has been the destination for gatherings
of Creighton alumni and friends in the Palm
Springs area for many years. Now, the future
sale proceeds will someday help future
students have a better educational experience
at Creighton,” said Joan McGraw. “We strongly
believe and are committed to the educational
mission and values of the University and feel
privileged to do our part.”

“Our biggest surprise was how simple it
was to create this gift. We had done our estate
planning homework, so the transaction was
uncomplicated and easy,” said Jack McGraw.
Jack McGraw also was pleased with the many
planning options available should he and his
wife choose to live elsewhere.

For more information on a retained life estate
or any gift of real estate, contact Steve Scholer or
Robert Skrydlak of Creighton’s Office of Estate
and Trust Services at (800) 334-8794, ext. 1143,
(402) 280-1143, or at giftplanning@creighton.edu.



NEWBLUE

ARE YOU UP TO THE CHALLENGE?

giving.creighton.edu/newblue

Phi Rho Sigma Medical Society Receives
New Charter at Creighton

In its heyday, Creighton’s all-male Phi Rho Sigma Medical Society, ETA chapter, was
known for its full academic as well as social calendars.

The fraternity’s house at 4016 Davenport St. served as the physical home each year to
medical students hailing from California, New York and elsewhere. On weekdays, members
studied. Breakfast and dinner were served Monday through Friday with a big dinner on
Sunday.

“But the memories, those were made on the weekends,” said Omaha anesthesiologist Pat
Adley, MD'64. “We were pretty well known around the city for our active social scene on
Fridays and Saturdays. On Saturday nights, we always had live music.”

The chapter was founded in 1900, and Adley said the “glory days” were probably the
mid-1950s — after the Korean War — to around 1970.

But then, the music stopped. The ETA chapter disbanded and, in 1982, the house with so
many memories was sold for $30,229 by the Phi Rho Sigma Alumni Association.

Fast forward to 2005 when Omaha ophthalmologist Carol Drake, M.D., (wife of Robert
Troia, MD'79) and faculty adviser for the Phi Rho Sigma chapter at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center, received a call from Wells Fargo bank. There was a dormant
account, held in the fraternity’s name, that was about to be turned over to Nebraska's state
treasurer.

Drake did some sleuthing and discovered the account, which contained $95,153,
represented proceeds from the sale of the Davenport Street house plus interest. She began
contacting ETA chapter alumni, including Adley, to determine how they wanted to proceed.

Fast forward again to June 2007. The ETA chapter rises from the ashes and receives a new
charter. There are differences now. The new chapter includes men and women — about 25
medical students to date— and there is no house. But the house remains an important piece
of this chapter’s past and future. Money from the long-dormant account will be used to
support the chapter’s service and educational activities.

Former Creighton Phi Rho members interested in serving on a newly formed alumni
board, should contact Carol Drake at (402) 393-6936 or cdrake6936@msn.corm.

WiLLivG 1o Leap: Campaicn For CreicHTon Update

Message

from

Estate and
Trust Services

What are Your Hidden
Assets?

Estate planning often is viewed as a process
for you to inventory, manage and distribute your
assets. But, really, what are the assets you have to
distribute? One would assume by assets, we mean
tangible items such as stocks, a home or retirement
funds. Surprisingly, more and more of the people I
assist have a hidden asset they want to perpetuate:
their values — what they believe in, subscribe to
and how they want to be remembered.

It is often out of a discussion about these
personal values that parents, alumni and friends
begin to look more closely at their philanthropic
goals and how their beliefs and values can be
reinforced and preserved through thoughtful
estate planning.

By including a charitable component in your
estate plan, you can ensure that your philanthropic
values and beliefs are sustained. Through a
charitable bequest from your will or trust, or by
naming Creighton as beneficiary of your IRA or
401(k), you can create an endowed scholarship and
attest to your conviction that a Jesuit education
remains an option for all who want to come here.

Your willingness to share your estate can create
an endowed professorship or research fund to
recognize the University’s brightest educators and
scholars and confirm your passion for scholarship
and the keys it holds to our future.

Your estate gift, in recognition of the Jesuits’
dedication to the Creighton Credo, “to be of
service to others,” can create the Center for
Catholic Thought or support the Center for Service
and Justice and testify to your belief in these same
values.

These are but a few of the ways you can
perpetuate your legacy, sharing your ideals and
values with future generations. You can find
more information on charitable estate planning at
giftplanning.creighton.edu.

Please take a moment to consider your hidden
assets.

For further assistance, contact us at (402) 280-1143,
(800) 334-8794 or giftplanning@creighton.edu.

Steve Scholer, JD'79
Director of Estate & Trust Services
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Alumni News

Creighton Society Members

The Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton Society is
Creighton University's premier Donor Recognition Club.
Members of the Creighton Society sustain the University
through their unrestricted annual gifts. These generous
contributions to Sustaining Gifts are crucial to ensuring
that Creighton is a leader in providing the highest
quality Jesuit, Catholic education to our students.
Starting with this issue of the Creighton University
Magazine, Creighton Society members will be recognized

as follows:

t - Ignatian Circle ($10,000 and above)
@ - Jesuit Circle ($5,000 to $9,999)

% - Founders' Circle ($2,500 to $4,999)

*k - Sustaining Member ($1,000 to $2,500)

Alum Items

John J. Connolly, MD,
Omaha, received the Bergan
Mercy Medical Center Auxiliary’s
Candlelight Award at the 48th Annual
Candlelight Ball on Nov. 17, 2007.
The award honors Bergan Mercy
volunteers for their service.

John T. Growney, BS'59,
MD, Atchison, Kan., a
physician at Atchison Hospital,
has passed the 2007 Recertification
Examination given by the American
Board of Family Medicine, and is
certified as a Diplomate.

James F. Keefe, MD,

Pacific Palisades, Calif., a
pathologist at Centinela Hospital
Medical Center in Inglewood, Calif.,
was one of five recipients of the 2007
College of American Pathologists
Foundation Humanitarian Grant
Award. The grant allows Keefe to
train a senior pathology resident to
provide medical services in Bhutan.

Dr. Mary Mincer Hansen,

BSN, Panora, lowa, recently
joined Des Moines University as a
faculty member in the Global Health
department. She was previously
director of the lowa Department of
Public Health.

sk Dr. Ann Malone Berger,

BSN, Omaha, was appointed
the Dorothy Hodges Olson Endowed
Chair in Nursing at the University
of Nebraska Medical Center. The
chair, established in 1995, is a
five-year term, with potential for
reappointment. Berger is nationally
recognized for her research on breast
cancer.

Lt. Col. Donald R.

Anderson, BS'68, MD,
Washington, D.C,, has begun a
15-month tour of duty to command
a military hospital in Iraq. Itis
Anderson’s second tour of duty
inIraq in the past five years. He
will be responsible for treatment
of active duty troops, as well as for
humanitarian and civilian care.

Rev. William J. Fitzgerald,

MARelEd, Scottsdale, Ariz.,
has just published A Contemporary
North American Prayer Book. The book
includes a lay person’s Liturgy of the
Hours and 30 pilgrimages to North

American shrines and beautiful places.

Sandy S. Goetzinger-
Comer, BA, Omaha,
has recently been named senior
associate director for emerging
communications technology at the
University of Nebraska Medical

Creighton

For a listing of upcoming alumni events,
check out the alumni website:

Center. She was director of public
affairs at the medical center for the
past 13 years.

Dr. Amy M. Haddad, BSN,
Omaha, director of Creigthon
University’s Center for Health
Policy & Ethics, is a contributor to a
new anthology, Stories of Illness and
Healing: Women Write Their Bodies.
She contributed two poems to the
book, “What if They Said?” and
“Stereotactic Biopsy,” regarding her
experiences as a patient.

Charles S. Caulkins,

JD, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., managing partner in the Fort
Lauderdale office of the law firm of
Fisher & Phillips, has been named to
the 2008 edition of The Best Lawyers in
America in the specialty of labor and
employment law.

Mary Kay Green, BA'65,

JD, Kansas City, Mo,, is the
author of Women of Courage: The Rights
of Single Mothers and Their Children.

Renee Scott Bridges, BA,

Villanova, Pa., has joined the
section staff at United States Tennis
Association Middle States in Valley
Forge, Pa,, as diversity / multicultural
manager. Dr. Robert J. Kemp,
BA, Bluffton, Ohio, is an associate
professor of social and administrative
sciences at the College of Pharmacy
at Touro University in Vallejo, Calif.
Ronald J. Klein, R.P., BSPha, Helena,
Mont,, is executive director for the
Montana State Board of Pharmacy in
Helena. Dr. Timothy J. McConnell,
BA, Sandy, Utah, education specialist
for the Utah Office of Education
in Salt Lake City, was awarded
the doctor of education degree in
educational leadership and policy
from the University of Utah.

Kerrylyn Whalen

Rodriguez, BSPha,
Freeport, IIl., was honored with the
“Bowl of Hygeia,” a national award
for outstanding community service
in pharmacy, given by the Illinois
Pharmacists Association. Whalen
Rodriguez, who is a pharmacist with
ShopKo in Freeport, was chosen
largely because of her extensive
humanitarian efforts in Peru.

Philip J. McCarthy Jr., JD,

Flagstaff, Ariz., an attorney
in Flagstaff, was elected to the board
of trustees of the American Academy
of Adoption Attorneys.

Hon. Sara B. Greenberg,
JD, Arlington, Va, is
an administrative judge for the
board of land appeals with the
U.S. Department of the Interior in
Arlington.

sk H. Douglas Knust,
BSBA, Chamberlain,
S.D., a General Motors dealer in
Chamberlain, was elected director
for South Dakota to the National
Automobile Dealers Association, an
organization representing more than
20,000 new car and truck dealers, both
domestic and import.

Christopher J. Blaylock,

BSBA, Alexandria, Va., is an
associate with Booz Allen Hamilton
in McLean, Va.

Hon. Y. E. Scott, JD, Aurora,

Colo., was the recipient of a
Community Service Award presented
by the Sam Carey Bar Association in
Colorado.

Julie A. Langholdt, BA,

Omaha, is dean of the Fort
Omaha campus for Metropolitan
Community College.

Frederick W. Weidinger,

JD'85, MBA, Great Falls,
Va., has been named chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of
Braintech, Inc,, based in Toronto.

Brenda Fernandez Dick,

DDS, Dakota Dunes, S.D.,
a dentist with Practice Limited to
Orthodontics in Sioux City, Iowa, is
serving as president of the Sioux City
Dental Society, Inc. Jon A. Jacobsen,
BSBA'83, JD, Treynor, Iowa, trust
officer and chief compliance officer
at Treynor State Bank, is a member of
the VSS Catholic Communications,
Inc.,, development committee.

Katherine I. Funk, Esq.,

BSBA, Washington, D.C, isa
partner with the Washington law firm
of Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal,
LLP.
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Hansen's Book Becomes
Hollywood Movie

If Ron Hansen were a movie critic, he would give The
Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford a big thumbs-up.
The Creighton alumnus is well-acquainted with the script. In fact,
you could say he wrote the book on it.
Hansen, a 1970 Creighton graduate,
is the critically acclaimed author of the
book by the same title, published in 1983.
“There was an immediate interest in
its cinematic possibilities,” Hansen said.
“Through the years, I was approached by
other directors and studios, and a script
was even commissioned, but getting
the financing was the chief difficulty.
You're talking tens of millions of dollars

Hansen

for such a film.”

Cue the swinging saloon doors; enter Brad Pitt.

The Hollywood megastar expressed interest in bringing the
book to the big screen in 2004, and Warner Bros. gave its OK in

Alumni News

hoped for a finer adaptation.”

The Omaha native had a chance to spend some time on the set.

“I was in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, for three days, and
Calgary for four,” Hansen said. “I don't think I ever stopped
grinning as I watched the actors play their parts. Brad and Casey
especially were amazing.”

The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford is
Hansen's second novel. He took three years researching and
writing the book, reading everything about James he could get
his hands on, including daily Kansas City newspapers of the era.
Hansen said he was attracted to the story by James’ cult celebrity.
“And he was the first person I know of who was assassinated —
the word favored over ‘murdered’ back then — by someone who
actually admired him, something I witnessed when John Lennon
was shot down by a fan on my birthday in 1980.”

Hansen is currently the Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J. Professor
in the Arts and Humanities at Santa Clara University. His first
novel, Desperadoes, was published in 1979. He was twice a finalist
for a PEN/Faulkner Award, for The Assassination of Jesse James by
the Coward Robert Ford and for Atticus (1996), a 1997 National Book

the summer of 2005.

Hansen doubts the movie would have been made without the
support of its leadings actors — Pitt, who plays Jesse James, and
Casey Affleck, who plays Robert Ford.

The movie was released in October. Hansen’s review?

“It's superb, a masterpiece,” Hansen said. “I couldn’t have

Jane Hubka Briggs, BSBA,

Cortland, Neb., is assistant
general manager for Embassy Suites
Hotel in Des Moines, lowa. Mark E.
Ellerbeck, BSBA, Bennington, Neb.,
is executive vice president/ chief
lending officer for Access Bank in
Omaha. Michael T. Findley, BA'SS,
JD, Omaha, is president of the Steier
Group in Omaha. Dr. Mary Sully de
Luque, BA, Glendale, Ariz., assistant
professor of management and
program manager for Phase 3 of the
GLOBE project at the Thunderbird
School of Global Management
in Glendale, was the recipient of
the Academy of Management's
2007 Best Paper Award for her
co-writing of “In the Eye of the
Beholder: Cross Cultural Lessons in
Leadership from Project GLOBE.”
She also was a recipient of the 2008
Western Academy of Management
Ascendant Scholar award. The award,
presented by the Western Academy
of Management, recognizes early
career scholars with publications and
other professional achievements that
suggest a trajectory for outstanding
success over the course of their
academic careers. Fabian S. Nimea,
BSBA'89, MA, Federated States of
Micronesia, is director of the Office

of Statistics, Budget & Economic
Management, Overseas Development
Assistance & Compact Management
for the Government of the Federated
States of Micronesia. Jeffrey S.
Pawlow, BSBA, Swansea, IIl., was
recently named to the “Top 100 Most
Influential People in the Accounting
Field” by Accounting Today. Pawlow is
chief executive officer and managing
shareholder of the St. Louis-based
Growth Partnership, the accounting
industry’s only full-service,
multidisciplinary consulting firm.
His firm serves 43 of Accounting
Today’s Top 100 Firms, 31 state
accounting associations / societies and
10 international firms. Michelle M.
Wernimont, BA'86, JD, Hopkins,
Minn,, is contract manager for the
Minnesota Department of Human
Services in St. Paul, Minn.

sk Phillip J. Becker,

MD, Mitchell, S.D., is an
anesthesiologist and chief of staff
at Avera Queen of Peace Hospital
in Mitchell. James R. “Jamie”
Burmeister Il, BA, Gretna, Neb., an
artist, was awarded the Nebraska
Arts Council Distinguished Artist
Award for 2007. Kevin M. Curtis,
JD, Houston, is assistant regional

Award finalist.

In January 2007, Hansen, who holds a master’s degree in
spirituality from Santa Clara, was ordained a Permanent Deacon
for the Diocese of San Jose. His newest historical novel, Exiles,
about the Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins and his poem “The
Wreck of the Deutschland” will be published in April 2008.

counsel for the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs in Houston. Stephen
R. Frum, BSN, Washington, D.C,, a
registered nurse in the burn/surgical
intensive care unit at Washington
Hospital Center, was re-elected chief
shop steward for his 1,500-member
union.

Barbara Cronin Faber,

BSN, Merritt Island, Fla.,
is director of nursing for NHC
Homecare in Merritt Island. Hon.
Kyle D. Williamson, JD, Bettendorf,
Towa, is an associate district court
judge for the Scott County District
Court in Davenport, lowa.

Cmdr. Mark F. Klein, BA'91,

JD, Middletown, R.I,, was
promoted to his current rank in the
U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s
Corps. He also was the recipient of
the Meritorious Service Medal for
service as the academic director of the
Naval Justice School in Newport, R

Patrice A. Biermann,
BSBA, Austin, Texas, is a
cardiovascular metabolic specialist
at Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Corporation in Austin. Jill Schapman
Farrington, BSBA, St. Paul, Minn.,
has been named partner for KPMG,

L.L.P, in Minneapolis. Farrington
provides information technology
risk and controls advisory services to
clients throughout the Twin Cities.

Melinda Lafferty Bonfig,

BA, Bartlett, IIl., is regional
aftermarket manager for Ricoh
Business Solutions in Addison,
1IL. Lindsay Rupiper Jordan, JD,
Overland Park, Kan,, is director
of human resources for Yellow
Transportation in Overland Park.
Xavier J. Pol, BS, Denver, has
joined Merrill Lynch in Greenwood
Village, Colo,, as a financial adviser.
Alexandra F. Suslow-Geditz, MD,
Louisville, Neb., has been named staff
physician at Urgent Care Centers of
Omaha.

Angela Lathrop Hahn,
BS, San Antonio, is director
of consumer customer analytics
for AT&T in San Antonio. Ryan
M. Rodenberg, Esq., BSBA,
Bloomington, Ind., has been named
associate instructor of sports law at
Indiana University in Bloomington.

Anthony D. Bruno I,

MD, West Pittston, Pa.,
has returned to the Geisinger
Wyoming Valley Medical Center
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in Wilkes Barre, Pa., as a plastic

and reconstructive surgeon. Most
recently, he served at Duke University
Medical Center in Durham, N.C. His
plastic and reconstructive surgery
specialty includes cosmetic surgery,
body contouring, cancer and trauma
reconstruction and microsurgery.
Hon. Felicia M. George, JD, Denver,
was the recipient of a Community
Service Award presented by the Sam
Carey Bar Association in Colorado.
Andrew R. Muther, BSBA, Shawnee
Mission, Kan., has been named an
investment officer and portfolio
manager for Financial Counselors,
Inc,, based in Kansas City, Mo.

Jacqueline Graber Belter,
DDS, Oshkosh, Wis., is
the owner of Bridgeview Dental
in Oshkosh. Melissa Fitzwater
Frohman, BS, Brighton, Colo., is
akindergarten teacher at Pennock
Elementary School in Brighton. Dr.

Jason M. Toney, BS, Rochester,
Minn.,, has opened a dental office,
North Pointe Dental, a comprehensive
family practice in Rochester.

Christopher M. Gibbs,

MD, Bloomington, Il a
physician with Digestive Disease
Consultants in Normal, I11., has
completed his fellowship training in
gastroenterology and hepatology at
Stanford University Medical Center
in Stanford, Calif. Majid A. Hussaini,
BS, Elgin, Il,, is director of the
department of pediatrics at Children’s
Memorial Hospital in Chicago.

Christy L. Nielsen, BA'98,

DPT, Council Bluffs, Iowa, has
qualified for the 2008 U.S. Olympic
Team Trials in the women’s marathon,
set for April 20 in Boston. A personal
trainer since 1998, Nielsen finished in
2:44:50 during the Freescale Austin
Marathon, her Olympic qualifying
score.

Make Yo

Reunt

tionon h

informa
Forin end sche

Reunion Wee
WWW.CIE

30/ CREIGHTON

Spring 2008

wr Plans N, {"V
jon Weekend?

otel blocks and thg :
dule of eveﬂts, visit

i hron.edu/alumm.

Daniel J. Moore, BA,

Philadelphia, is an
associate with Reed Smith, LL.P,
in Philadelphia. Capt. Angela
Morrison Swan, BA, Goodyear,
Ariz., has been promoted to her
current rank in the U.S. Air Force.

Nathan S. Busch, JD,

Gering, Neb., was appointed
administrator for the Western
Service Area for Nebraska Health
and Human Services. Amy E.
Revell Teas, JD, West Des Moines,
Towa, is an associate with the law
firm of Bradshaw Fowler Proctor
& Fairgrave, P.C,, in Des Moines.
Abby Goettsch Walleck, BSBA'01,
JD, Milford, Iowa, an attorney with
the law firm of Ladegaard Maahs
and Owens in Spirit Lake, Iowa, was
honored for her pro bono work with
low income Jowans through the
Iowa Volunteer Lawyers Project. She
received the award at the Northwest

2008

Undergraduate and Graduate School Reunion Weekend — Sept. 26 & 27
Special reunion celebrations for the classes of 1958, 1968, 1978, 1983, 1988 and 1998

School of Pharmacy and Health Professions — Oct. 2 - 4

lTowa Volunteer Lawyer Appreciation
Night that recognizes the efforts of
volunteer lawyers and lowa Legal
Aid in northwest Towa.

Tama S. Trewet, BSDH,

Atlantic, Towa, has been
named director of development for
CASS Incorporated in Atlantic. The
organization is a community-based
provider of rehabilitative services
for people with disabilities or other
challenges to a successful life of work
and living.

Hillary J. Aerts, BA'02,

MED, Omaha, a journalism
teacher at Omaha North High Magnet
School, has been named a 2008 Rising
Star Award recipient. The national
recognition by the Journalism
Education Association honors 10
teachers from across the nation
with one to five years of journalism
teaching experience. Noted in her
selection for this award were her

School of Dentistry Reunion Weekend — April 24 - 26
(In conjunction with the Spring Dental Assembly)

Special reunion celebrations for the classes of
1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988 and 1998

Register Online Today! alumni.creighton.edu/dental08

School of Medicine Reunion Weekend — Sept. 12 & 13
Special reunion celebrations for the classes of
1948, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988 and 1998

School of Law Annual Dinner — Sept. 19
2008 James L. Koley address delivered by Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr,,
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court

School of Law Class Reunion Parties — Sept. 20
Special reunion celebrations for the classes of
1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2003

Special reunion celebrations for the classes of

1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2003
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commitment to journalism and
passion for her work, which allow her
students to create outstanding media.
Melissa C. Heelan, JD, Washington,
D.C, is associate editor of the Law
Reporter, for the American Association
for Justice in Washington. Kelsy
Bothmer Sherwood, BS, Hickman,
Neb., has joined the Southern School
District in Blue Springs, Neb., as
akindergarten teacher. Casey J.
Symonds, Esq., JD, Kansas City,
Mo, is an associate attorney with the
law firm of Franke Schultz & Mullen,
P.C, in Kansas City.

Bridget M. Morris Findley,
BA'03, JD, Dayton, Ohio,
is an attorney with Lori A. Strobl
Co., LPA,, in Centerville, Ohio.
Georgiana Lee, BA, Kirtland, N.M,,
is producer for Linda, As In Beautiful,
L.L.C, in Santa Fe, N.M. Fr. Bernard
A. Lutz, MA, Fort Branch, Ind., was
elected director of ministry to priests
for the diocese of Evansville, Ind.

Marriages

Jeri J. Hitchcock, BSN, and
Timothy J. Ames, Oct. 22,
2006, living in Aledo, Texas.

Angela M. Heller, BS, and
Jeffrey A. Jones, June 1, 2007,
living in Omaha.

Kimberly L. Otto, BS, and
Michael C. Kennedy, Oct. 20,
2007, living in Virginia Beach, Va.

Michelle Humowiecki and
Ryan M. Rodenberg, BSBA,
Oct. 27, 2007, living in McLean, Va.

Molly P. Tighe, JD, and
Frederick Emmetsberger,
July 29, 2006, living in Denver.

Erin K. Cavanaugh, BA,

and J. C. Whipple, Oct. 20,
2007, living in Washington, D.C.
Jennifer “Jeni” Feldges, BS'96,
DDS, and Jason Karaskevicus, May 5,
2007, living in Denver. Uzma Sultana
and Maijid A. Hussaini, BS, July 16,
2006, living in Elgin, II1.

Sabrina Ortman, BA, and
Eugene Poulin Jr,, Oct. 6,
2007, living in Woodridge, Ill. Noel
K. Sonnek, MD, and Thomas Krieg,
Sept. 22, 2007, living in Schofield, Wis.

Jane A. Diamond,

BSN'98, MS, and Robert
J. McLendon, Aug. 18, 2007, living
in Reno, Nev. Adina E. Lieberman
and Daniel J. Moore, BA, Sept. 15,
2007, living in Philadelphia. Tammi
Spiezio, BSChm, and Joseph Creed,
Sept. 29, 2007, living in Washington, Ill.

Art Awards Have
Creighton Flair

Tim Guthrie, BFA'89, associate professor
of journalism, was honored as the Best New
Media Artist at the second annual Omaha
Entertainment and Arts Awards ceremony on
Jan. 3 at the Holland Performing Arts Center.
He also took first for Best Group Show;, for
Nuclear Dichotomies, an exhibit exploring
the images and issues of the “nuclear age,”
which he put together with his brother
Ken Guthrie, BFA'90, a graphic artist in
Omaha. Tim Guthrie’s work has been shown
internationally in Italy, Greece and at the
Hiroshima Animation Festival in Japan.

In addition, Creighton alumna Catherine
Ferguson, BA'65, took home three awards in
the categories of Best Visual Artist, Best 3D
Artist and Best Solo Show, and alumnus Jamie
Burmeister, BA’'92, was named Best Public Art

Alumni News
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Artist. Homero Vela, BA'06, was honored for

Achievement in Lighting Design for I Am My

Own Wife, produced by SNAP! Nick Zadina,

Tim Guthrie, next to his work “Extraordinary Rendition
#1,” was honored as the Best New Media Artist at the
Omaha Entertainment and Arts awards show.

BFA'01, and Kevin Lawler, Arts'86, earned Best Actor (play) and Best Director (play), respectively,
for their work on I Am My Own Wife.
Creighton’s spring 2007 production of Chicago (directed by Tammy Meneghini) won Best
Musical, and Patrick Roddy, adjunct professor of dance, won Best Choreographer in a Musical for
his work on Chicago. Bill Van Deest, adjunct professor and theater coordinator, won for Best Scenic
Design for his work on I Am My Own Wife.

Jessica L. Haston, BSBA,

and W. Nicholas Winston,
BSBA'02, Sept. 29, 2007, living in
Overland Park, Kan. Elizabeth Hayo,
BSN, and Jamie Houston, Sept. 9,
2006, living in Seattle. Kristin Myers,
BSBA, and William W. Gerber, Sept.
22,2007, living in Boston. Laura
L. Patterson, BS, and Joshua L.
Needelman, Aug. 18, 2007, living in
Hattiesburg, Miss.

Dr. Mandy Ciancio and

Anand A. Gandhi,
BSEvs'00, MD, May 5, 2007, living
in Durham, N.C. Tracy L. Gavlik,
BSChm'96, PharmD, and Max
Jordan III, Oct. 11, 2007, living in
Elgin, Il

Kelsy Bothmer, BS, and

Andrew Sherwood, Sept. 8,
2007, living in Hickman, Neb. Sara L.
Keenan, JD, and James J. Thompson,
June 16, 2007, living in West Des
Moines, lowa. Maria Rogosheske,
BA, and Patrick J. Kelly, BSAtS, June
2,2007, living in Miami.

Abbey J. Hardy, MD, and
Timothy D. Fairbanks, Sept.

8, 2007, living in White River Junction,
Vt. Lindsay Geier and Tyson A.
Pechek, DDS, Nov. 17, 2007, living in
Pueblo, Colo.

Emily C. Gacke, BS, and
Jordan L. Poss, BA, May 25,
2007, living in Iowa City, Iowa.

Births

Michael D. McCoy and Ann

Ringel McCoy, BSBA, Kansas
City, Mo, a daughter, Caroline Grace,
Sept. 4,2007. John R. Roepke, BSMth,
and Kim Roepke, Omaha, a daughter,
Emma Frances, Nov. 29, 1998, and three
sons, Clifford John, Sept. 13, 2001, Ethan
Henry, Nov. 24,2003, and Nathaniel
James, July 2, 2007.

Matthew H. Stearns and

Katherine I. Funk, Esq.,
BSBA, Washington, D.C,, a son,
Ethan Herrick Stearns, Aug. 22, 2007.
Terry L. Tribble Jr. and Kristi L. Rudd
Tribble, BSMth, Omaha, a daughter,
Tabetha Grace, July 16, 2007.

Wesley J. Hom, BS, and

Marilyn A. McEntee-Hom,
BSPha'92, San Francisco, a son, Elliot
Robert, July 18, 2007.

Brian D. Patterson, BA,

and Janine M. Klarkowski-
Patterson, BSN'92, Albuquerque,
N.M, a daughter, Amelia Claire,
Sept. 17, 2007. Jennifer A. Stein,
BA, St. Louis, adopted a son, John
Vincent Javier “Jack,” on June 28,
2007. He was born on Aug. 14, 2006,
in Mazatenango, Guatemala.

Patrick M. McLaughlin

and Julia A. Bednar
McLaughlin, BA, Topeka, Kan,, a
daughter, Anna Brynne, April 1, 2007.

Thomas J. Houlihan, BSBA,

and Amy Houlihan, Atlanta,
a son, John Michael, Feb. 25, 2007. Dr.
Paul S. Juhasz and Christine Egley
Juhasz, BA, Stephenville, Texas, a
son, Emerson Christophe, Nov. 25,
2007.

Erik C. Bendorf, BSBA'92,
JD, and Cynthia Bendorf,
a daughter, Bridget Anne, April 1,
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2007, living in Overland Park, Kan.
Robert W. Drexel Jr. and Megan
Liebentritt Drexel, BSBA, Omaha,
a daughter, Evvy Alice, Nov. 17,
2007. Dr. Ward G. Gypson IIl and
Kathleen Cook Gypson, BSOT,
Earlysville, Va,, a son, Ward John
Patrick, Aug. 15, 2007. Damian J.
Riley and Eileen Church Riley,

BA, London, England, a daughter,
Julia Katherine Alice, May 10, 2007.
Ronald M. Wellendorf, BSBA, and
Jennifer Snyder Wellendorf, Elkhorn,
Neb., a daughter, Samantha Jane,
Nov. 6, 2007.

William M. Ingwersen and

Candyce Vana Ingwersen,
BSBA'93, JD, Rochester, N.Y,, a son,
Jack E, Jan. 20, 2006, and a daughter,
EllaR,, Sept. 10, 2007. Terry Burns and
Laurie L. Johnston, JD, Seattle, a
son, Connor Blair, July 26, 2007.

Jeffrey M. Banks, JD, and

Melisa De La Garza, JD, Las
Vegas, a son, Winston Richard, May
11, 2006. Scott W. Beilharz and Sara
Laue Beilharz, BSBA, Powell, Ohio,
a son, Samuel William, Oct. 25, 2007.
Maj. Thomas Cox and Kimberly
Hasbrouck Cox, BSAtS, Andrews
Air Force Base, Md., a son, Connor
Joshua, Aug. 22, 2007. Anthony J.
Giannini and Rosemarie Manes
Giannini, BA, River Forest, I1l., a
daughter, Adriana Marie, Sept. 25,
2007. Kyle R. Hartman and Natalie
Kirke Hartman, BSBA, Prairie
Village, Kan,, a daughter, Margaret
Elizabeth “Maggie,” Oct. 20, 2007.
James B. Hushka, BA, and Carrie
Gustin Hushka, BSBA, MBA'03,
MS'03, Omaha, a son, Henry Luke,
April 17, 2007.

Timothy Moore and Carey
Ishii Moore, BSMth,
Omaha, a son, Ryder Davis, July
20, 2007. Scott A. Thompson and
Katherine McMahon Thompson,
BS, Philadelphia, a daughter, Anne
Gallagher, July 16, 2006.

Jonathan F. Abbott and Amy

Arkfeld Abbott, BSN'92,
MS, Elkhorn, Neb., a daughter, Jillian
Grace, Aug. 24, 2007. Stephen D.
Hampton and Danielle Vaughan
Hampton, BA, Ralston, Neb., a
daughter, Bridget Katherine, Aug. 15,
2007. Ryan J. Kohtz and Jacqueline
A. Loewe Kohtz, BSOT, Kearney,
Neb., a son, Brayden James, May
3,2006. Zachary S. Lee, BA, and
Molly Lee, Minneapolis, a son, Dylan
Robert, April 25, 2007. Mark R. Mulik
and Heidi M. Juersivich Mulik, BA,
Wilmington, Del,, a daughter, Stella
Marie, Oct. 10, 2007. Heath H. Savage
and Karen Urban Savage, BSW,
Bedford, N.H.,, a daughter, Emma
Jillian, July 19, 2006.

Adam Frohman and Melissa

Fitzwater Frohman, BS,
Brighton, Colo,, a daughter, Gabriella
“Gabbie,” Jan. 9, 2007. Vincent W.
Burgher Il and Erica J. Herbin,
BSW, Alexandria, Va., a son, Benedict
Francis “Ben,” Oct. 23, 2006. Daniel
E. Krische, PharmD, and Amanda
Hubbard Krische, PharmD,
Leawood, Kan., a son, Samuel
Lawrence “Sam,” Jan. 31, 2007.
Thomas T. McCarthy, BA'92, DPT,
and Johanna Manning McCarthy,
DPT01, Kansas City, Mo., a son,
Calum James, June 6, 2007. Joseph
O'Sullivan and Megan Stapleton
O'Sullivan, BS, Sunnyside, N.Y, a
son, Liam Joseph, June 2, 2007. Brad

SHARE YOUR TIME
J
ST
o,

CREIGHTON ALUMNI
NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE
SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2008

Look for the brochure in the mail or find
more information online at;
wwwcreighton.edu/alumni

Rockow and Lindsey A. Goeser
Rockow, BS, Omaha, a daughter,
Aubrey Kate, July 5, 2007. Capt.
Adam D. Simoncic, BSMth, and
Kerrin Wempe Simoncic, BSN'00,
Westampton, N.J,, a daughter,
Katherine Anne “Kate,” May 14, 2007.

Steve Albers and Erin

R. Schmitz Albers, BA,
Elkhorn, Neb., a daughter, Piper
Ellen, Aug. 6, 2007. James C. Daffer
and Michelle Hunke Daffer, BS'96,
MD, Dakota Dunes, S.D., a son,
Benjamin, Dec. 6, 2006. Dr. Phillip 1.
Jones, BS, and Peggy Cheng Jones,
BS, MD'04, Omaha, a son, Henry
Ignatius, July 20, 2007. Victor M.
Maas, JD, and Roxane C. Maas, San
Antonio, a daughter, Sophie Marie,
QOct. 10, 2007. Brian D. Williams,
PharmD, and Jennifer Bean
Williams, PharmD'03, Omaha, a son,
Jonathan David, March 13, 2007.

Brian P. Clemency,

BSBA, and Tiffany Judice
Clemency, BS'00, St. Paul, Minn., a
daughter, Megan Pearl, Oct. 29, 2007.
Michael P. Geraghty and Maureen C.
Baker Geraghty, BA, Robbinsdale,
Minn.,, a daughter, Katherine Claire
“Katie,” Aug. 29, 2007.

Patrick S. Cooper,

BA'99, JD, and Frances
Christiansen Cooper, BS00,
Omaha, a daughter, Anne Catherine,
June 29, 2007. Dr. John Kymissis and
Carisa M. Leise Kymissis, MD, New
York City, a daughter, Katerina “KC,”
Sept. 19, 2007. Wade Lanum and
Nicole Rossi Lanum, BA, Omaha,

a daughter, Corbett Elizabeth, Sept.
18, 2007. Nicholas A. Larson, BS,
and Katie Larson, East Troy, Wis,, a
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daughter, Julia Jean, May 24, 2005,
and a son, Blake Allan, Sept. 17, 2007.
Tebagano B. Ntshole, BA, and
Thato Manyeka, Morwa, Botswana,
a daughter, Fikile Manyeka “Fiki,”
Nov. 17, 2006. Todd M. Roby, BS'98,
DDS, and Tiffany J. Hutton Roby,
BSOT 01 Superior, Colo., a son,
Caleb James, Oct. 1, 2007. Khurrum
S. Sheikh, BA, and Stephanie M.
Gradowski Sheikh, BSN'03, Omaha,
ason, Zachariah S., Sept. 20, 2007.

Patrick Friedmann

and Amber Goettsch
Friedmann, BS, Galva, Iowa, a son,
Jacob Murlen, Nov. 16, 2007. M.
Ronnie Thomas, BSCS'97, MS'00,
MBA, and Amy Charles Thomas,
BSBA'98, Omaha, a son, [saac Alan,
May 31, 2007.

John C. Keane, BSBA'00,

JD'03, MBA, and
Marguerite “Maggie” Thorn
Keane, BA'00, MD 05, Phoenix,
a son, Jude Stephen, Aug. 9, 2007.
Daniel G. Kolder, BS00, MD, and
Michelle Kolder, Columbia, Mo., a
daughter, Abigail Elizabeth, Sept.
10, 2007. Matthew S. Schroeder,
BS'00, DDS, and Barbara Santos
Schroeder, BS00, DDS, Grand
Rapids, Minn., a son, Benjamin
Matthew, Sept. 21, 2007.

Ryan Henry and Sarah

Leseberg Henry, DDS,
Seneca, Kan., a daughter, Emma Marie,
July 6, 2007. James J. Thompson and
Sara Keenan Thompson, JD, West
Des Moines, lowa, a son, William
Keenan, Oct. 25, 2007. Matthew P.
West, BS00, MD, and Jane A. Carr
West, BS03, MD'07, Milwaukee, Wis.,
a daughter, Addison Pauline, “Addie,”
Nov. 8, 2007.

Luke Kaufman and Tamara

McPhillips Kaufman,
PharmD, Newman Grove, Neb.,
ason, Owen Phillip, Aug. 7, 2007.
Jared W. Mosley, DDS, and Alison
M. Mosley, Clovis, Calif,, a son, Tyler
William, Dec. 15, 2007.

Chad A. Braun, BSMth'02,

DDS, and Meghan E. Ord
Braun, BS'02, Littleton, Colo., a son,
Jack William, Dec. 9, 2007.

Deaths

Marguerite B. (Kuhl)
Chase, PhC, Papillion, Neb.,
Nov. 5, 2007.

Robert N. “Nelfie” Mauro,
BSC, Omaha, Oct. 8, 2007.

Benjamin J. Haller Jr.,
PhBJrn, West Des Moines,
Towa, Oct. 15, 2007.



Creighton Appoints New NAB Members

The following alumni have recently been appointed to Creighton University’s National Alumni
Board (NAB). The NAB is the governing board for the Creighton University Alumni Association.
It provides direction to the Alumni Association on alumni programming and services; represents
the interests of alumni to the University; and supports the University’s strategic initiatives in such
key areas as fundraising, career networking and student recruitment.

Dr. H. Eugene Brooks, BA'75, Brighton, Colo.

Brooks is currently on faculty at the University of Colorado at Denver Health Sciences Center.
Brooks earned his D.D.S. from the University of Missouri in Kansas City (UMKC) and practiced
dentistry in Topeka, Kan., prior to moving to Colorado. He is a past member of Creighton’s
College of Arts and Sciences Alumni Advisory Board. His wife, Pamela Brown Brooks, BSMT'76,
and their daughter, Sonja, BA'06, are also Creighton graduates.

M. Douglas Ford, BSPha'69, Menomonee Falls, Wis.

Ford is a retired district manager for Walgreens Drugstores in Milwaukee. He worked as a
pharmacist, store manager and district manager at Walgreens Drugstores in Milwaukee for 35
years — the last 24 years as district manager for 30 stores. He is a past member of Creighton’s
Milwaukee Alumni Advisory Board, and his son, Michael, attended Creighton. Ford also holds an
M.B.A. from the Keller Graduate School of Management.

Dr. Shawn J. Green, BS83, Davis, Calif.

Green is senior scientific adviser to TripleTree, an investment bank focused on working with
growth companies in the areas of information technology, health care and business services. He
is a co-founder of various biotechnology and medical device companies, including EntreMed,
Inc. and Maxcyte, Inc. Green holds a Ph.D. in cellular biology and an M.B.A. from Georgetown
University. His wife, Heidi Choate Green, is a 1983 graduate of Creighton’s College of Business
Administration and presently serves as vice president of CGI Group, Inc.

Juliana “Julie” Nicholsen Hefflinger, BA'70, Omaha

Hefflinger is president of All Our Kids, Inc., a nonprofit organization in Omaha that mentors
and provides scholarships to at-risk youths in the community. Hefflinger holds a master’s degree
in guidance and counseling. Her husband, David Hefflinger, BA'69, JD'72, and their son, Joseph,
JD’05, are also Creighton graduates.

Jon L. Narmi, MBA'73, Council Bluffs, [owa

Narmi is senior vice president of wealth management, senior portfolio manager and senior
investment management consultant for The Narmi Group of Smith Barney in Council Bluffs. He is
also a graduate of the University of Iowa and the Securities Industry Institute of the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Finance. His son, J. Joseph, MBA'98, JD'01, and daughter, Ann,
MD'03, are also Creighton graduates.

Kathleen Keough Soto, BSN'75, Harlingen, Texas

Having practiced nursing for more than 20 years, Keough Soto recently retired as concurrent
review coordinator for Knapp Medical Center in Weslaco, Texas. She is currently working as
an independent sales consultant with The Pampered Chef. Her husband, Gilberto Soto, BA'72,
graduated from Creighton with a degree in Spanish. Her father, Don Keough, BS'49, is also a
Creighton alumnus.
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Remembering John M. Scott, S.J.

We all probably keep a similar file.

Ours is a little gray folder that's labeled,
“Kudos.” We've had it for years. And, by far,
the greatest majority of the notes enclosed in

it are signed, “Fr. John.”

They always followed publication of first
Window, then Creighton University Magazine,
when a Fr. Scott story would appear.

And his stories were really hymns to

creation, always about some wonderful aspect of the earth and
its beauty; the wonderful logic and majesty of science; the great,
mysterious cosmology; the marvelous dance of the planets, the

seasons and the stars.

A memorial Mass for the Rev. John M. Scott, S.J., was held on
a blustery Sunday, Jan. 13, at St. John's Church on the Creighton
campus, and we couldn't help but note that Fr. Scott would have
found something wonderful to enjoy about the day.

Fr. Scott died on Dec. 27 at St. Camillus Jesuit Community in

Wauwatosa, Wis. He was 94.

But Creighton alumni would have seen him on campus from
1978 to 2002, when he was part of the Jesuit community. He was a
prolific writer. He also had served for a year as associate pastor at

St. Agnes Church in Omaha.

But, according to an article written about Fr. Scott in the spring
of 2000, the Creighton Jesuit saw himself in a certain way: “Despite
abody of work that includes textbooks and learning guides, dozens
of pamphlets, and hundreds of articles, Fr. Scott sees himself as

Joseph W. Wais, DDS,
Chandler, Ariz., Sept. 24, 2007.

1 Gordon “Doc” H. Bork,

BSD'43, DDS, Okaton, S.D.,
Oct. 25, 2007. Hal B. Stewart Jr., MD,
Bakersfield, Calif., Nov. 27, 2007.

J. Barry McCallan, Arts,

Golden, Colo., Oct. 11, 2007.
Claude H. Miller, BSM'44, MD,
New York, Nov. 3, 2007. Norman E.
Ringer, MD, Modesto, Calif., Oct.
27,2007.

Marvin R. Barnett, BSC,

Crosby, Texas, Nov. 26, 2007.
John A. Johnson, BSPha, Bellevue,
Neb., Oct. 10, 2007.

James R. Knievel, BSC,

Mesa, Ariz., Oct. 30, 2007.
Carol (Bowen) Marquardt, SJN,
Plattsmouth, Neb., Oct. 7, 2007.

Commodore E. Beaver,

BusAd, Sun City, Ariz., Oct.
24,2007. Joseph Ingersoll, DDS,
Las Vegas, Feb. 6, 2007. Harold C.
Knebel, BS, Portland, Ore., October
2007. James P. Munson, DDS,
Golden Valley, Ariz., July 10, 2007.
Col. Emmett J. OBrien, BS, Apex,
N.C,, Oct. 16, 2007.
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Wilma H. (Pankowsky)

Bush, BSMT, Bellevue, Neb.,
Dec. 1,2007. Albert C. “Bert” Heese,
BSC, Earling, Iowa, Nov. 3, 2007.

Francis M. Duggan, BS,
Wintersville, Ohio, Oct. 28,
2007.

Patricia A. Muldoon, BA,
Omaha, Oct. 30, 2007.

William R. Olson, BS'50,
MD, Portland, Ore., Sept.
18, 2006.

Theodor B. Grage Ph.D.,

MD, Minneapolis, Minn.,
Dec. 11, 2007. Frank J. Leary, MS'54,
MD, Rochester, Minn., Nov. 15, 2007.
John R. Skow, BS'51 DDS, San
Antonio, Oct. 7, 2007.

Eleanor Rose “Ellie”

(Lynch) Ellbogen, SJN,
Casper, Wyo., Feb. 18, 2007. Robert J.
Gorman, BS, Omaha, Sept. 23, 2007.
Ellis J. Masek, BSC, Valparaiso, Neb.,
Dec. 7,2007.

Sr. M. Jose Forsyth, BVM,

MA, Dubuque, Iowa, Nov.
24,2007. Hubert A. Wiebelhaus,
MD, Temple, Texas, Sept. 25, 2007.

priest, teacher and scientist first, and an author second.”

Fr. Scott was born in Omaha, on April 8, 1913, but the family soon
moved to Butte, Mont., where he attended Immaculate Conception
Grade School and then Christian Brothers High School until 1927.

Returning to Omaha, he graduated from Creighton Prep in 1931
and entered the Society of Jesus that same year. Fr. Scott went on to
St. Louis University, earning the A.B. and M.A. degrees in philosophy.
Soon, he was assigned to the Holy Rosary Mission in Pine Ridge, S.D.,
where he taught mathematics and general science from 1938 to 1941.
From 1941 to 1945, he studied theology at St. Marys College in St.
Marys, Kan., and was ordained on June 21, 1944.

After receiving his licentiate in theology from St. Louis University,
Fr. Scott went on to earn an M.S. in physics there in 1947.

Then, for 30 years, Fr. Scott found his “home,” as a physics
teacher at Campion Jesuit High School in Prairie du Chien, Wis.
From 1948 to 1978, Fr. Scott was a stern, yet endearing, scientist
whose colorful physics experiments dazzled his students and
ingrained in them a love of learning. One of his former students
still remembers him today as the best teacher he ever had. Another
remembers that Fr. Scott so interested him in science that he would
“sneak my physics book into my Spanish class,” just to figure out
the previous experiment.

Fr. Scott was acting superior of the Campion community from
1975 to 1978.

After Campion closed, Fr. Scott spent one year as associate pastor
of St. Agnes Church in Omaha, and, until 2002, was a writer and
member of the Creighton Jesuit Community. Due to failing health,
he moved to the St. Camillus Jesuit Community in Wauwatosa, Wis.,
where he spent the rest of his life.

Charles L. Orth, DDS,
Wichita, Kan., July 6, 2006.

Robert W. Hunt, MD,

Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif.,
Oct. 26, 2007. Terry R. Savage, DDS,
Yakima, Wash., Nov. 14, 2007.

Aloysius “Al” P. Steinbock,
BA'59, JD, Omaha, Nov. 29,

Nick Benzing, MA, Neola,
Towa, Nov. 22, 2007.

Daniel L. Dwyer, BA,
Omaha, Oct. 3, 2007.

James W. Shapley, JD,
Beaverton, Ore., Oct. 23, 2007.

Bruce R. Jensen, Arts,
Omaha, Sept. 28, 2007.

John V. McDonald, BS'66,
MBA, Council Bluffs, Iowa,
Dec. 5, 2007.

Michael M. O'Brien, JD,
Omaha, Dec. 2, 2007.

Mark D. Edwards, DDS,
Centerville, Utah, Oct. 27,

2007.

Lawrence P. Maxwell,
BSBA, Omaha, Nov. 9, 2007.

Walter R. Floreani, Arts,

Franklin, N.C., Dec. 7, 2007.
William “Bill” Waris, BA, Kansas
City, Mo, Sept. 18, 2007.

Rudolph F. Imm, DDS,

Lenox, Iowa, Oct. 15, 2007. 2007.
H. (Hubert) “Max" Voigt, JD, Kolleen J. McGargill, MS,
Marshfield, Mo., Oct. 21, 2007. Victor Randolph, Iowa, Sept. 12,
“Vic" S. Young, BSBA, Cincinnati, 2007.

May 2, 2007.

Dr. Paul E. Givens, MBA,

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 13, 2007.
Mary K. (Ostdiek) McKernan, SJN,
Omaha, Dec. 3, 2007.

Patricia (Langenfeld)
Vacek, BSN, Fargo, N.D,,
Now. 26, 2007.

Joseph M. Simpson llI,
DDS, Gig Harbor, Wash.,
Oct. 17, 2007.
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Support for Jesuit Mission

. a campaign, Creighton can continue to lead as an internationally g5
and Catholic Identity recognized center for Jesuit, Catholic thought and perspectives — g
“This spring, Creighton University students are again fanning out shedding light on @ complex: world. R
across the country to assist the elderly, work in soup kitchens, tutor Fr. Andy Alexander, S.J. B
young children and rebuild lives destroyed by natural disaster. This Vice President for University Ministry e
marks the 26th year of Creighton’s Spring Break Service Trip program. \__,__.»L

Our students go to serve, but they return having learned more about
themselves and their roles in creating a more just world. So many of
them report just that when they gather to reflect on their experiences!
Your support of this campaign furthers Creighton’s Jesuit, Catholic
mission of developing students who are women and men for others,
and testifies to the belief that — together — we can make a difference in
the world.”

Fr. Roc O’'Connor, S.J.
Rector, Jesuit Community

“Recently, through our innovative Online Ministries website, we
were able to share the proceedings of the 35th General Congregation
of the Society of Jesus with not only our campus community here at
Creighton University but with the wider world. Sharing our Jesuit
mission and encouraging others to grow in their faith are integral parts
of Creighton’s Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Through your support of this

Ll ey
i) Jg.‘ - =

Creighton is sustained by its Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Our goal is to
educate competent, compassionate and committed students who are
enlivened with a spirit to love and serve others, especially the poor and
marginalized; to seek God’s truth in all its forms; and to act for justice.

This campaign is about nourishing that faith culture. A successful
campaign will illustrate that, when it comes to providing a values-

centered education in an environment that welcomes all faith traditions,

Creighton University is WiLLING T0 LEAD.
I
WILLING o LEAD

THE CAMPAIGN FOR CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY

www.creighton.edu/ development
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] 41. 225 Jesuits from around the world gathered
m Rome this winter for the religious order’s 35th
General Congregation, Creighton University’s

own Don Doll, S.]., was there to capture the
proceedings as the official photographer.

It was a historic moment for the Jesuits:

They accepted the resignation of Superior General
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J., who was retiring at the
age of 79, and elected a new Superior General,

the Rev. Adolfo Nicolds, S.J.

Fr. Doll’s photographs from the Congregation
have appeared worldwide. In addition, Creighton
University’s Online Ministries is serving as a

A Portuguese Jesuit took this photo of Fr. Doll with new
Superior General Adolfo Nicolds, S.]., left, and retiring
Superior General Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J. “The photo, for
me, is an expression of how the men and the Society appreciated
the work we did,” Fr. Doll said. “1 attempted to stand next to
them, but they placed me in between them. Their appreciation

Creighton

UNIVERSITY



