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LIFE AT ILAC BY MAGGIE KENNEDY
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CARITAS IN ACTION BY MICHELLE SOUDER

{ﬁ ;%Y%[ i | " <‘ Every Monday and millions of people are suffer- numbers, the months, and
i : Wednesday we catch a ing through dehumanizing  themes, like Halloween and
guagua (public transpor- poverty and social injustice  Christmas words. After Eng-

g tation van) into Licey for and Caritas is fighting to lish lessons we always play
service. When we get  change that. plenty of games to pass time,
off the guagua, we walk cards and singing hand

down the same uneven Off to the left of games are some favorites. To

road, Licey Arriba, to g;ﬁ{aégfgéﬁe argg{g;t/vith prepare for lunch, the chil-
Caritas. Caritas is an endless amountg of love fron dren sit under the cabana and
afterschool feeding pro- the children. With tvpical read the daily prayer. We

: gram for underprivileged Dominican .reetin )s/phu g serve them their meals, usu-
children in the neighborhood. and kisses gn the ghéekgwe ally consisting of rice, beans,
Caritas is a global movement beain a morning filled Wi';h and a little portion of meat.
working in solidarity for a English Iessonsg ames. and After our day of service, we
fairer world, inspired by the Iun%h Most of t’h% Carit:as walk back down Licey Arriba
example of Christian faith chil drén are briaht. vivacious leaving a little fraction of our
and Catholic Social Teach- gnt, hearts with the children of

; . and enjoy learning English. .
ing. It is unacceptable that We teach them the alphabet, Caritas.

HosPICIO BY NICK GEORGE & M ISTI DAVENPORT

The Hospicio San Vincente backgrounds and heidevelopment. For example,
Paul is a place for the elde tages, the residents reverbe residents do not have shampoo
located in Santiago. It is sim many echoes of the Dominitor good shoes. All the while,
to a nursing home in the Unit past. there is construction on a new
States, but it also offers hosj . building meant to house elderly
care for residents who are ter With the hel'p of the temporarily (for those families
nally ill. At the Hospicio, ther gove_rnmelj(;, donr?tlons, & \who want to go on vacation but
is a very dynamic group of p czlrtam residents, t e.Hosplcu. not with grandma or grandpa).
ple. From ages 50 and onwe a ? t.o gt(;nerate an |pcomS ~There is much disparity at the
residents wander the halls ctsus ‘?TS € orga?fﬁ on. dn Hospicio just as there is through-
very ftranquil place. Comir unately, some ot the Needs .t the country of the Domini-
the guests and employees

overlooked in the prospect can Republic.

Michelle Souder, Liz Kavinm many different many of tt
and Chris Randall at their
service site, Caritas.

JARABACOA BY CHRIS RANDALL

Jarabacoa is aswim in a pool. Yet, the dents took the opportunity to
center of natural greatest adventure was the rock climb, swim, or just wade
beauty in the Domini- exploration of a gigantic we at the base of the waterfall.
® can Republic. Itre- terfall! The priest of the ILAC center,
™ ceives many tourists Padre Guillermo, chose to
S} cach year because of it . participate in the trip with the

"4 reputation in the worlq‘JJR horseback to the trail th students. Here are his

= . ed to the waterfall. Other .

- of ecgourism. The tudents rode artaitain thoughts on the adventure:
- students of Comunidai en 1o the trailhead. The 0This has been
8 visited Jarabacoa i’ P 2. : . students know how to have a
~ November 2009. s?orlt hike ende? ﬁt thg ba‘g ood time and |
While in Jarabacoa, they wO a large waterfall and a s have to hang around them

able to explore the river angéal pool at its bottom. - Stu

Many students rode

Students at waterfall
in Jarabacoa.
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scapes.

other altitude sickness.

Pico DUARTE BY CHRIS RANDALL

The summit of Pico Duarteimount ai n
the highest point in the CaritChr i s
bean.

Challenges for the climber

to sheer exhaustion.

titl
Randal |

had

t hought

At 4am in the morning the

capitalized on the section of tl next day, several climbers awo

1to summit the mountain. Afteea. 6
grueling two and a half ort h
The climb ends at mo of my legs had cramped up to t climb, they reached the summit.
than 3000 meters in elevatiol point where | could no longe The bronze bust of Duarte, ac-
In October 2009, six intrepicwa | k . I
explorers set out to conquer th mule for about 15 minutes.
natural beast. The initial part nev er
the trek was through humisecti on of
jungle but the rapid rise in elev trekkers found themselves
tion soon led to alpine lanc base camp that night after no | Duarte until 4pm. Pico Duarte
Physical and merthan eight straight hours
challenges besieged the climb climbing. Not surprisingly, the' the physical and mental endur-
as some experienced fatigue ¢ soon fell asleep after dinner d ance of all climbers to which the
climbers responded with cour-
age, determination, and team-
work.

t h eers all returned to ILAC Iater,
that night after descending Pico

c offered an opportunity to test

FONDESA BY ZACH KESTHELY& KALI MCELROY

Encuentro Domini-
cano, historically a program
for Arts and Sciences ma-
jors, is seeking to broaden
its student demographics.
Recently, the program
started recruiting students
from the College of Busi-
ness Administration to add
some variety. To capture
their business oriented in-
terests, Encuentro offered a
rigorous night class on In-
ternational Political Econ-
omy and a new business
internship service site at
FONDESA. Five business
students (Misti, Liz, Joe,
Kali, and Zach) were
hooked and chose to em-
bark on an experience of a
lifetime.

During their time on
Encuentro, each student
had the opportunity to
choose a service site to go
to every Monday and

Wednesday. FONDESA,
the business service site,
caught the interest of Kali
and Zach who wanted to
get an inside
at the process of the micro-
finance industry in the Do-
minican Republic. They
decided to take a plunge
and discover the supply anc
demand of the savings and
loan world.

FONDESA was the
perfect place to open their
eyes to the process of the
microcredit industry. The
first day of work they were
given a large assignment to
read through the 2008 an-
nual report (in Spanish!)
and prepare for a quiz that
never actually materialized.
Through this assignment
from their mentor, they
expanded their business
Spanish vocabulary and got
their first introduction to

the microfinance industry.
Each day of service

Kali and Zach shadowed a

variety of FONDESA em-

ployees to see firsthandithe e

process of microfinance at
its finest. A typical day
would be putting together
the oOoOhorario
street schedule, going to
meet the clients at their
oOempresaso or
and assisting with paper-
work for the approval proc-
ess, collections, and client
credit histories. They vis-
ited a variety of microenter-
prises, including colmados
(small, neighborhood gro-
cery stores), a meat proc-
essing factory, a plastic
recycling center, and flo-
rists. They were given tours
and explanations of how
these businesses work to
expand their business hori-
zons.
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