
Our group shares 
many memories here spanning 
from the first dance with the 
ILAC workers, and their pa-
tience when we stepped on their 
feet after learning the Bachata 
five minutes before, to our Hal-
loween party where we dressed 
up and trick or treated from 
room to room getting as creative 
as we could with our costumes. 
We have met many medical 
groups that have come in and out 
to work at the clinic, met each 
otherõs families who have come 
to visit, and seen the change that 
ILAC has made for so many peo-
ple in the Dominican Republic. 
It is the community here that we 
will miss the most: the late night 
roof chats, the baking and dance 
parties, the warm greeting of a 
worker when we stumble to 
breakfast after getting up 5 min-
utes before. What were at first 
nuisances to us: climbing into 
our mosquito nets at night, the 
blaring Aventura music playing 
from the streets, the spontane-
ous power outages, and the bark-
ing dogs and crowing roosters at 
all hours, have now become the 
little things we will miss the 
most about our time here. 

Living with 16   
people with little to no privacy 
is not an easy task. In the past 
semester, our Encuentro 
group has shared so much: the 
initial culture shock, the com-
plicated emotions that came 
with our immersions, the ex-
citement of a night on the 
town, and the frustrations of 
witnessing the reality of life on 
this beautiful island. We have 
spent hours together typing 
away in the library, eaten 
every meal together, and rode 
the rollercoaster of emotions 
and experiences that comes 
with spending a semester away 
from what we know. Our 
group has shared more than 
just rooms, living space, and 
classes - we have become fam-
ily. 

 Not only has our 
group developed lasting rela-
tionships in the past couple 
months, we have had the op-
portunity to do it at ILAC, a 
place we can now call home. 
ILAC is a place of serenity, 
free from the noise and 
crowded streets of the city 
with its running track lined-

with coconut trees, its brightly 
colored cabanas, comfy ham-
mock, church steeple, and 
beautiful foliage. We have to 
come to love the sound of the 
meal bells being rung everyday 
at 8am, 12:30pm, and 6pm, 
greeting the workers with a 
òBuenos Diasó, and giving our 
dependable security guards an 
òHola!ó every time we walk 
through the front gate, enter-
ing into a place that has served 
as our as school, home, and 
safe haven this past semester. 
The workers here watch out 
for us: the secretary Miguelina 
has acted as a motherly figure 
for us when we go out at 
night, the security guard Anto-
nio shines his flashlight up the 
stairs when we walk up to our 
rooms in the dark of an 
òapagonó after a long night of 
studying, and our driver Elfi is 
always there to offer us his 
goofy smile and a big teddy 
bear hug. It is this ILAC that 
we have come to love and the 
relationships that we have built 
here not only in our group but 
also with the workers that will 
truly leave an impact on our 
hearts forever. 
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TOP TEN òMUSTSó 

IN THE DR  

According to Comunidad 8 

By Kali McElroy 

 

1. Cabarete 
2. Jarabacoa 
3. Samana Peninsula (La 

Playita and Playa 
Rincón) 

4. Climb Pico Duarte 
5. Santo Domingo 

(Colonial Zone) 
6. Calle del Sol 
7. 27 Charcos 
8. Sosua (Playa Alicia) 
9. La Sirena 
10. Puerto Plata 
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Every Monday and 

Wednesday we catch a 

guagua  (public transpor-

tation van) into Licey for 

service.  When we get 

off the guagua, we walk 

down the same uneven 

road, Licey Arriba, to 

Caritas.  Caritas is an 

after-school feeding pro-

gram for underprivileged 

children in the neighborhood.  

Caritas is a global movement 

working in solidarity for a 

fairer world, inspired by the 

example of Christian faith 

and Catholic Social Teach-

ing. It is unacceptable that 

millions of people are suffer-

ing through dehumanizing 

poverty and social injustice 

and Caritas is fighting to 

change that.   

Off to the left of 

Licey Arriba, we arrive at 

Caritas and are greeted with 

endless amounts of love from 

the children.  With typical 

Dominican greetings, hugs 

and kisses on the cheek, we 

begin a morning filled with 

English lessons, games, and 

lunch.  Most of the Caritas 

children are bright, vivacious 

and enjoy learning English.  

We teach them the alphabet, 

numbers, the months, and 

themes, like Halloween and 

Christmas words.  After Eng-

lish lessons we always play 

plenty of games to pass time, 

cards and singing hand-

games are some favorites.  To 

prepare for lunch, the chil-

dren sit under the cabana and 

read the daily prayer.  We 

serve them their meals, usu-

ally consisting of rice, beans, 

and a little portion of meat.  

After our day of service, we 

walk back down Licey Arriba 

leaving a little fraction of our 

hearts with the children of 

Caritas.   

swim in a pool.  Yet, the 
greatest adventure was the 
exploration of a gigantic wa-
terfall!  

 Many students rode 
on horseback to the trail that 
led to the waterfall.  Other 
students rode an all-terrain 
jeep to the trailhead.  The 
short hike ended at the base 
of a large waterfall and a shal-
low pool at its bottom.  Stu-

 Jarabacoa is a 
center of natural 
beauty in the Domini-
can Republic.  It re-
ceives many tourists 
each year because of its 
reputation in the world 
of eco-tourism.  The 
students of Comunidad 
8 visited Jarabacoa in 
November 2009.  

While in Jarabacoa, they were 
able to explore the river and 

dents took the opportunity to 
rock climb, swim, or just wade 
at the base of the waterfall.  
The priest of the ILAC center, 
Padre Guillermo, chose to 
participate in the trip with the 
students.  Here are his 
thoughts on the adventure: 
òThis has been so fun!  The 
students know how to have a 
good time and Iõll definitely 
have to hang around them 
more this semester!ó  

CARITAS IN  ACTION  BY M ICHELLE SOUDER 

JARABACOA BY CHRIS RANDALL 
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H OSPICIO BY N ICK GEORGE & M ISTI D AVENPORT 

The Hospicio San Vincente de 
Paul is a place for the elderly 
located in Santiago. It is similar 
to a nursing home in the United 
States, but it also offers hospice 
care for residents who are termi-
nally ill. At the Hospicio, there 
is a very dynamic group of peo-
ple. From ages 50 and onward, 
residents wander the halls of a 
very tranquil place. Coming 
from many different many of the  

backgrounds and heri-
tages, the residents reverberate 
many echoes of the Dominican 
past. 

 With the help of the 
government, donations, and 
certain residents, the Hospicio is 
able to generate an income that 
sustains the organization. Unfor-
tunately, some of the needs of 
the guests and employees are 
overlooked in the prospect of 

development. For example, 
residents do not have shampoo 
or good shoes. All the while, 
there is construction on a new 
building meant to house elderly 
temporarily (for those families 
who want to go on vacation but 
not with grandma or grandpa). 
There is much disparity at the 
Hospicio just as there is through-
out the country of the Domini-
can Republic. Michelle Souder, Liz Kavan 

and Chris Randall at their 
service site, Caritas. 

Students at waterfall  

in Jarabacoa. 
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     The summit of Pico Duarte is 
the highest point in the Carib-
bean.  The climb ends at more 
than 3000 meters in elevation.  
In October 2009, six intrepid 
explorers set out to conquer this 
natural beast.  The initial part of 
the trek was through humid 
jungle but the rapid rise in eleva-
tion soon led to alpine land-
scapes.  Physical and mental 
challenges besieged the climbers 
as some experienced fatigue and 
other altitude sickness. 

     Challenges for the climbers 
capitalized on the section of the 

mountain titled òRepentance.ó  
Chris Randall remembers: òBoth 
of my legs had cramped up to the 
point where I could no longer 
walk.  I had to ride the guideõs 
mule for about 15 minutes.  I 
never thought weõd get past this 
section of the climb.ó  Yet, the 
trekkers found themselves at 
base camp that night after no less 
than eight straight hours of 
climbing.  Not surprisingly, they 
soon fell asleep after dinner due 
to sheer exhaustion. 

     At 4am in the morning the 
next day, several climbers awoke 

to summit the mountain.  After a 
grueling two and a half hour 
climb, they reached the summit.  
The bronze bust of Duarte, ac-
companied by the silver cross 
and Dominican flag, marked the 
end of the journey.  The climb-
ers all returned to ILAC later 
that night after descending Pico 
Duarte until 4pm.  Pico Duarte 
offered an opportunity to test 
the physical and mental endur-
ance of all climbers to which the 
climbers responded with cour-
age, determination, and team-
work. 

PICO  D UARTE BY CHRIS RANDALL  

FONDESA BY ZACH  KESTHELY & K ALI MCELROY 

Wednesday.  FONDESA, 
the business service site, 
caught the interest of Kali 
and Zach who wanted to 
get an insidersõ perspective 
at the process of the micro-
finance industry in the Do-
minican Republic. They 
decided to take a plunge 
and discover the supply and 
demand of the savings and 
loan world.   

FONDESA was the 
perfect place to open their 
eyes to the process of the 
microcredit industry. The 
first day of work they were 
given a large assignment to 
read through the 2008 an-
nual report (in Spanish!) 
and prepare for a quiz that 
never actually materialized. 
Through this assignment 
from their mentor, they 
expanded their business 
Spanish vocabulary and got 
their first introduction to 

the microfinance industry.  
Each day of service 

Kali and Zach shadowed a 
variety of FONDESA em-
ployees to see firsthand the 
process of microfinance at 
its finest.  A typical day 
would be putting together 
the òhorario de calleó or the 
street schedule, going to 
meet the clients at their 
òempresasó or businesses, 
and assisting with paper-
work for the approval proc-
ess, collections, and client 
credit histories.  They vis-
ited a variety of microenter-
prises, including colmados 
(small, neighborhood gro-
cery stores), a meat proc-
essing factory, a plastic 
recycling center, and flo-
rists. They were given tours 
and explanations of how 
these businesses work to 
expand their business hori-
zons. 

Encuentro Domini-
cano, historically a program 
for Arts and Sciences ma-
jors, is seeking to broaden 
its student demographics.  
Recently, the program 
started recruiting students 
from the College of Busi-
ness Administration to add 
some variety.  To capture 
their business oriented in-
terests, Encuentro offered a 
rigorous night class on In-
ternational Political Econ-
omy and a new business 
internship service site at 
FONDESA.  Five business 
students (Misti, Liz, Joe, 
Kali, and Zach) were 
hooked and chose to em-
bark on an experience of a 
lifetime. 

During their time on 
Encuentro, each student 
had the opportunity to 
choose a service site to go 
to every Monday and 
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